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  The NRTA Conference, held at the 

River Cree Resort & Casino from March 30 

to April 2, 2026, brought together Treaty 

Chiefs, leaders, Elders, youth, and commu-

nity members from across the Prairies for a 

powerful, unified call for action. Hosted by 

Kehewin Cree Nation in Treaty No. 6 Terri-

tory, the gathering titled “Unfinished Busi-

ness – A National Assembly of Treaty 

Chiefs on the Constitutional Future of the 

NRTA” focused on the ongoing impacts of 

the 1930 Natural Resources Transfer 

Agreements and the urgent need to address their 

constitutional and Treaty implications. 

 

 Over several days, participants engaged in 

meaningful discussions centered on land, water, and 

resource jurisdiction, emphasizing that the NRTA 

continues to shape federal and provincial decision-

making in ways that affect Treaty Nations today. 

The conference created space for both reflection and 

strategy, reinforcing that these issues are not histor-

ical alone, but ongoing and deeply connected to the 

future of Indigenous governance and sovereignty. 

 

 At the heart of the discussions was a shared 

understanding that the NRTA transferred control of 

lands and natural resources to provincial govern-

ments without the free, prior, and informed consent 

of First Nations. This transfer, widely viewed as a 

violation of Treaty agreements, has had lasting con-

sequences on the ability of First Nations to fully ex-

ercise their inherent rights and responsibilities. 

 Speakers throughout the conference empha-

sized the importance of returning to the original 

spirit and intent of the treaties. Sol Sanderson re-

flected on this principle, stating that “our treaties 

were not about surrender—they were about sharing 

and living together in peace.” His words served as a 

reminder that treaties were meant to establish rela-

tionships based on mutual respect, not unilateral 

control.  

 

 There was also a strong focus on responsibility 

across generations. Jerry Saddleback Sr. spoke 

about the duty borne by today’s leaders, saying, “We 

carry the responsibility of those who came before us, 

and we must ensure the next generations inherit 

what was promised.” This message resonated deep-

ly, reinforcing that the work being done today is di-

rectly tied to the well-being of future generations.  
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 The conference also highlighted the need for 

coordinated action and a clear strategic path for-

ward. Discussions pointed to the importance of uni-

fied leadership, legal advocacy, and political engage-

ment in addressing the NRTA. Leaders called for na-

tion-to-nation dialogue with governments and em-

phasized that future resource development must in-

clude First Nations as full partners, including fair 

revenue sharing and recognition of jurisdiction. 

 

 Dr. Wilton Littlechild spoke to the broader le-

gal and international context, noting that “our rights 

are not just recognized locally, they are affirmed 

globally.” His remarks reinforced the importance of 

grounding Treaty advocacy in both Canadian consti-

tutional law and international human rights frame-

works, including recognition of Indigenous rights on 

the global stage. 

 

 Education and awareness were also identified 

as key components of moving forward. Garret Ren-

ville highlighted the importance of understanding 

history as a source of strength, stating that “when our 

people understand the truth of our history, we be-

come stronger in shaping our future.” This perspec-

tive emphasized the role of knowledge in empower-

ing communities and supporting informed leader-

ship. 

 

 Ovide Mercredi reflected on the long-standing 

struggle for recognition and respect of Treaty rights, 

reminding participants that “we have always known 

our rights. The challenge has been ensuring they are 

respected and upheld.” His words underscored both 

the resilience of First Nations and the ongoing need 

for accountability and action. 

 

 The conference also recognized the essential 

role of women in leadership and cultural continuity. 

Regena Crowchild spoke to this strength, sharing 

that “our women have always been the backbone of 

our Nations, carriers of culture, language, and life.” 

Her message highlighted the importance of honoring 

and supporting women's voices in shaping the future 

of Indigenous governance. 

 

 As the gathering came to a close, there was a 

clear and unified message: the status quo is no longer 

acceptable. Treaty leaders collectively called for im-

mediate action, including repudiating the NRTA and 

establishing meaningful nation-to-nation discussions 

that recognize First Nations' inherent rights and ju-

risdiction. 

 

 The conference left participants with a renewed 

sense of purpose and direction. It was not only a 

space for dialogue, but a catalyst for action grounded 

in Treaty principles, guided by Elders and knowledge 

keepers, and driven by a shared commitment to fu-

ture generations. The conversations at River Cree 

Resort & Casino made it clear that the work ahead 

will require unity, persistence, and strong leadership, 

and that the momentum for change is growing. 

 In the end, the gathering reaffirmed that this is 

not simply unfinished business; it is a continuing re-

sponsibility. The path forward will be shaped by 

those who carry the knowledge, uphold the treaties, 

and remain committed to ensuring that the promises 

made are finally honored. 

Elder Jerry Saddleback Sr.  
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 On April 8, hundreds gathered 

at Churchill Square in downtown Ed-

monton for the “Stand with First Na-

tions” rally, an event that brought 

together Elders, youth, leadership, 

and allies from across Treaties 6, 7, 

and 8. 

 

 Held outside the provincial 

courthouse, the demonstration coin-

cided with ongoing legal challenges 

by several First Nations seeking to 

halt efforts toward a potential refer-

endum on Alberta separation. Leaders and or-

ganizers emphasized that such political moves 

cannot proceed without meaningful consulta-

tion and consent from First Nations, whose 

rights are constitutionally protected. 

 

 Speakers throughout the rally delivered a 

unified message: Treaties are not relics of the 

past, but living, binding agreements. Chiefs 

and representatives stressed that these agree-

ments, signed between First Nations and the 

Crown, remain foundational to Canada’s legal 

and moral framework. (denetha.ca) 

 

 The rally highlighted growing concerns 

that proposed legislative changes and sepa-

ratist initiatives could undermine Treaty 

rights. Legal teams representing First Nations 

have argued in court that any move toward 

separation would directly impact constitution-

ally protected rights, including land use and 

freedom of movement across traditional terri-

tories. (Alberta Native News) 

 

 Participants described the gathering as 

peaceful but firm an assertion of sovereignty, 

responsibility, and unity. Chiefs from multiple 

Nations spoke about the enduring relationship 

between First Nations and the land, reinforc-

ing the point that decisions about Alberta's fu-

ture must include those whose rights predate 

the province itself. 

 

“This is about more than politics,” one 

speaker noted. “It is about the recognition that 

First Nations are not stakeholders, they are 

rights holders.” 

 

 The rally also drew support from commu-

nity members and public officials, reflecting a 

broader call for dialogue grounded in respect, 

law, and reconciliation. Attendees described 

the event as a “movement of love” for the land, 

for future generations, and for the integrity of 

Treaty relationships. (Alberta Native News) 

 

 Organizers of “Stand with First Nations” 

say the movement will continue through both 

legal channels and public engagement, encour-

aging Albertans to learn more about Treaty 

rights and the responsibilities that come with 

living on Treaty land. 

Stand with First Nations Rally Draws Voices of Unity in Edmonton  

https://denetha.ca/2026/04/08/edmonton-rally/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.albertanativenews.com/first-nations-rally-in-downtown-edmonton-as-court-hears-arguments-on-separatist-petition/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.albertanativenews.com/first-nations-rally-in-downtown-edmonton-as-court-hears-arguments-on-separatist-petition/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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