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  From December 14th to 16th, 2025, the ECN 
Health and Wellness Department hosted its annual 
holiday event, known as Reindeer Lane. This year, 
Reindeer Lane was at Bear Park, where a dedicated 
team of staff and volunteers worked tirelessly to 
transform the Arbour with countless lights and fes-
tive ornaments. Open to families from Maskwacis, the 
event aimed to create a joyful atmosphere and 
strengthen community bonds among attendees, in-
cluding those from nearby communities and Nations.  

 Reindeer Lane presented a wonderful oppor-
tunity to spread holiday cheer throughout 
Maskwacis. Families enjoyed a variety of activities, 

including the distribution of goodie bags and a stun-
ning fireworks display that lit up the night sky.  

 The event proved to be a tremendous success, 
drawing in over six hundred vehicles over the three 
days, highlighting its importance to our community. 
We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to Community 
Wellness, Events Staff, Ermineskin Recreation, Inte-
grated Family Services, LB Health and Wellness, and 
Samson Community Wellness/Sports & Youth Devel-
opment volunteers, along with everyone who helped 
make this annual celebration a reality. We truly hope 
all participants experienced joy and a sense of con-
nection during the Christmas Drive-Thru. 
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   Ermineskin Cree Nation proudly celebrates one 
of its own, Kaiden Roan Shirt. A young athlete 
whose dedication, bravery, and passion for soccer 
are opening doors far beyond his community, in-
spiring Indigenous youth everywhere.  

Kaiden recently travelled to Salou, Spain, to com-
pete in the prestigious Surf Cup International Soc-
cer Tournament with his academy team. This jour-
ney marked his third time being invited to train or 
play in Spain, and it was his first chance to face 
international teams on a world stage. For this 
young athlete, it was so much more than a tourna-
ment; it was a powerful reminder that Indigenous 
youth have every right to pursue their dreams, 
wherever they may lead. 

 
The expe-
rience be-
gan with a 
remarka-
ble open-
ing cere-
mony, 
reminis-
cent of 
the Olym-
pic 
Games. 
Teams 
from Eng-
land, 
Thailand, 
Australia, 
and vari-

ous African nations marched in proudly, united by 
their love of sport. Standing among them, Kaiden 
carried not just his team’s colors, but also the 
pride of his community. 

 
On the field, Kaiden rose to the challenge, scoring 
the third goal in a hard-fought 4-2 victory over Ki-
ylami United from South Africa, helping his team 
secure a spot in the Silver Semi Medal Finals. Alt-
hough they faced one of Spain’s top academy 
teams in the final match and ended up losing, the 
players showcased heart, resilience, and skill, 
proving they could compete at the highest levels. 

 
Beyond the 
tournament, 
Kaiden 
soaked up 
the excite-
ment of pro-
fessional soc-
cer. He at-
tended a live 
match be-
tween Girona 
and Real Ma-
drid, capti-
vated by the 
electric at-
mosphere 
created by 
thousands of 
fans, fire-
works, marching bands, and powerful chants ech-
oing throughout the stadium. A standout moment 
was when he watched his favourite player, Kylian 
Mbappé, take the field in person, a truly inspiring 
experience for any young athlete. 

 
To top off this once-in-a-lifetime adventure, 
Kaiden’s academy had the opportunity to train 
with Girona for two days and tour their stadium, 
walking the very halls that professional players 
navigate. For a young Indigenous athlete, these 
experiences serve as powerful reminders that 
dreams are not only valid but also achievable and 
worth pursuing. 

 
Kaiden Roan Shirt’s journey sends a strong mes-
sage to Indigenous youth everywhere: your talent 
is significant, your culture is a source of strength, 
and your aspirations know no bounds. Through 
hard work, humility, and pride in his identity and 
heritage, Kaiden continues to make the Ermine-
skin community proud. 

 
This is just the beginning. 

From Ermineskin to the World Stage: Kaiden Roan Shirt’s Journey  

Article by: Kayla Cutarm  

Photos provided by: Charlene Roan  
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 Our community is thrilled to celebrate Cooper 
Young, a remarkable 10-year-old athlete from the 
Ermineskin Cree Nation, whose passion for basket-
ball has earned him one of this year’s EM Scholar-
ships from the Open Basketball Academy (OBA). 
Each year, only four athletes are selected for this 
prestigious award, which offers private training 
sessions valued at $500. 

 
In his application, Cooper expressed deep gratitude 
for his family, community, and the Nations linked to 
him. As a proud Nehiyaw from Ermineskin Cree 
Nation, he has family ties that extend across 
Maskwacis, Louis Bull Tribe, Samson Cree Nation, 
Tsuut’ina Nation, Wetaskiwin, and Millet. 

 
Cooper’s basketball journey began at the age of 
eight when he joined the Swarm/SEBA Develop-
mental program, where he learned the game’s fun-
damentals. However, it was the Alberta Indigenous 
Games that truly ignited his love for basketball. 
Playing on an underage Maskwacis team comprised 
of kids who had never practiced together, he not 
only faced competition but also experienced the 
strength of community. Despite losing every game 
that year, he fondly describes that time as “so fun,” 
creating lasting friendships and nurturing his pas-

sion for 
sport. 

 
From that 
point, 
Cooper 
continued 
to develop 
his skills, 
competing 
in Swarm’s 
U11 league 
and later 
joining the 
Open Bas-
ketball 
Academy 
for the 
spring sea-
son. He 
credits 
OBA and 

his coach, Evan, for helping him make significant 
progress, including training alongside older junior 
high and high school athletes. This fall, he is taking 
on the challenge of playing in Division 1 with 
Swarm, where he currently leads his team in scor-
ing a testament to the training and confidence he 
gained through OBA. 

 
In his application essay, Cooper articulated how 
the EM Scholarship would enable him to enhance 
his skills through personalized coaching further. 
He hopes that the private sessions will help him 
improve his defence, basketball IQ, and overall 
gameplay, positioning him to help his team com-
pete for the provincial title again this year. 

 
The entire community shares in Cooper’s excite-
ment and pride. His dedication, humility, and 
strong connection to his culture exemplify the val-
ues we cherish in our youth. This achievement not 
only highlights his talent but also reflects the unwa-
vering support from his family, coaches, and com-
munity members who inspire him on his journey. 

 
We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Cooper 
on receiving the EM Scholarship, and we eagerly 
await the opportunity to witness his growth both as 
an athlete and as a young leader representing the 
Ermineskin Cree Nation with pride. Keep pushing 
forward, Cooper, your community stands firmly 
behind you every step of the way. 

Cooper Young, Awarded Open Basketball Academy Scholarship  

Article by: Kayla Cutarm  

Photos by: Isaac Ginter  
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  The World Indigenous Peoples’ Confer-
ence on Education (WIPCE) in Aotearoa (New 
Zealand) this year was much more than just a 
gathering; it served as a powerful reminder of 
our identity, our roots, and the responsibilities 
we carry for future generations. As trustees, 
educators, and community members, the time 
at WIPCE 2025 reaffirmed a profound truth: 
education flourishes when it is anchored in 
culture, language, relationships, and shared 
knowledge. Coming together with Indigenous 
educators and leaders from across the globe 
highlighted that, although our nations are 
unique, our values, challenges, and aspira-
tions for our children are deeply interconnect-
ed. 

 Throughout the week, participants im-
mersed themselves in keynote addresses, 
breakout sessions, cultural teachings, land-based learn-
ing experiences, and ceremonial gatherings that celebrat-
ed both ancestral wisdom and contemporary educational 
innovations. The conference provided a platform for 
sharing successful community-driven education models, 
strategies for language revitalization, governance ap-
proaches, and pathways to self-determination. Just as 
crucial were the moments of connection storytelling, cer-
emony, and relationship-building that reminded us that 
education transcends mere curriculum; it is about identi-
ty, responsibility, and belonging. WIPCE 2025 reinforced 
the idea that Indigenous peoples worldwide are spear-
heading powerful movements to reclaim education as a 
vital instrument for cultural survival, community resili-
ence, and the well-being of future generations. 

 Maureen Ward-Caisse, EETF Board Chair, re-
flected on the immense care and vision shown by the 
conference hosts, noting that the week was filled with 
meaningful connections, cultural exchange, land-based 
learning, and knowledge sharing. One of the strongest 
messages she carried home was the urgent importance of 
protecting and revitalizing Indigenous languages and em-
bedding them meaningfully within our education sys-
tems. Language is not simply a subject it is identity, 
worldview, and future. As a trustee, she emphasized the 
responsibility to listen carefully to the needs of our chil-
dren and families, to understand their realities, and to 
advocate boldly for education systems that honour cul-
ture while preparing learners for higher education and 
livelihood. WIPCE served as both inspiration and a call to 
action. 

 For Kyle Wolfe, the conference highlighted the 
power of personal connection across nations. In a deeply 
moving moment, he gifted Professor Ella Henry of Auck-
land University of Technology with a Treaty 6/

Neyaskweyahk medallion, sharing the history of Ermine-
skin Cree Nation and Maskwacîs. Professor Henry, an 
internationally respected leader in Māori education, was 
moved to tears and, in return, gifted the lei she was wear-
ing to Kyle’s daughter, Kenzie Wolfe. This exchange be-
came a living example of what WIPCE represents: re-
spect, reciprocity, and the passing of knowledge and love 
between generations. It demonstrated how education 
extends beyond institutions; it lives in relationships, sto-
ries, and shared humanity. 

Walking Together, Learning Together 

Professor Ella Henry & Kyle Wolfe 
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 Trustee Josephine Small shared how meaningful 
it was to walk on the traditional homelands of the Māori 
people, experiencing their land, history, and culture 
firsthand. What made the journey especially powerful 
was being able to attend alongside her granddaughter, 
Ryland Mendoza. Experiencing WIPCE through multiple 
generations underscored the heart of Indigenous educa-
tion: learning together, honouring the past, and prepar-
ing the next generation to walk proudly in both cultural 
and academic worlds. 

 For Tanya McDougall, the trip was a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity made possible through collective 

effort, fundraising, 
and commitment. 
One highlight was 
connecting with 
Māori organizers 
who were deeply 
interested in the 
Cree names tat-
tooed on her skin. 
This connection 
led to a local radio 
interview where 
Tanya shared 
teachings about 
spiritual names, 
iskewak 
(womanhood), and 
miyo opik-
inawasowin good 

child rearing. Another powerful experience was partici-
pating in a medicine walk on sacred lands, learning 
about Māori creation stories and their land-back move-
ment. Tanya reflected on how affirming it was to recog-
nize shared worldviews and parallel struggles, remind-
ing us that Indigenous peoples across the globe continue 

to walk similar paths 
of resistance, heal-
ing, and renewal 
through education. 

 Trustee Dani-
ka Lightning de-
scribed Aotearoa as 
a beautiful land 
where she felt wel-
comed not only by 
the people, but by 
their ancestors. Be-
ing surrounded by 
Indigenous peoples 
from many countries 
was initially over-
whelming, yet deep-
ly affirming. She not-
ed that the most powerful takeaway from the many ses-
sions was witnessing the dedication of educators and 
leaders who are creating successful, community-driven 
programs. A prevailing theme was the importance of 
community, family, and parental engagement—whether 
through parents learning their language alongside their 
children, or through land-based programs that teach rec-
iprocity, responsibility, and love for the land. Danika 
highlighted presentations that reinforced the need for 
collaborative approaches to education, moving away 
from siloed systems toward collective, relationship-
based models that see students as whole people. She 
also reflected on the foresight of past leaders who estab-
lished the education trust decades ago, and the ongoing 
responsibility trustees carry to ensure it continues to 
evolve to meet the changing needs of students today. In 
closing, she reminded us of one of WIPCE’s most power-
ful messages: the answers already live within our com-
munities—we gather to remember them. 

 Together, these reflections tell one story: when we 
connect, listen, and learn from one another, educa-
tion becomes a tool for empowerment, healing, and 
self-determination. WIPCE 2025 reminded us that Indig-
enous education is strongest when it is grounded in lan-
guage, culture, land, and community—and when 
knowledge is shared across generations and nations. As 
trustees, we return home inspired, humbled, and com-
mitted to carrying these teachings forward, ensuring that 
our children not only succeed, but thrive as proud learn-
ers, leaders, and good ancestors. 

Reflections from WIPCE 2025 

Article by: Kayla Cutarm  

Photo’s provided by: Kyle Wolfe, Josephine Small , Tanya 
McDougall and Maureen Ward-Caisse.  
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