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  On August 27, 2025, members of our Nation 
had the important opportunity to participate in the 
democratic process by casting their votes for the 
upcoming four (4) council positions. Polling sta-
tions were open from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the 
N.O.K. Building, allowing community members to 
have their voices heard and help shape the leader-
ship of our Nation for the next term. 

This year’s election saw a strong turnout and a di-
verse field of fourteen candidates nominated for 
these four available positions. After all ballots were 
counted, the results of the 2025 Council Election 
are as follows: 

• Cory Littlechild – 337 votes 
 

• Craig Makinaw – 285 votes 
 

• Tamara Wildcat – 280 votes 
 

• Arlene J. Littlechild – 279 votes 

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the 
newly elected councillors. Each will serve a three-
year term beginning in October 2025. We look for-
ward to their leadership and dedication to the con-
tinued growth and well-being of our Nation. 
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Biography from: https://www.ualberta.ca/en/alumni/celebrating-alumni/alumni-awards/alumni-award-recipients.html 
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A Gathering of Unity: “We Are of One Mind” 

From August 18 to 22, 2025, hundreds of Elders, knowledge 
keepers, leaders, youth, and community members representing 
Treaties 1 through 11 convened on Tsuut’ina Nation. The multi-
day gathering brought together voices from across Canada in a 
powerful testament to treaty solidarity and renewal . 

Centered on the theme "We Are of One Mind", the Summit 
sought to breathe new life into the spirit and intent of the trea-
ties, bridging past, present, and future in shared purpose and 
mutual recognition. 

What Took Place: Ceremony, Dialogue, Celebration 
Daily Pipe Ceremonies & Grand Entry 
Each morning began with traditional pipe ceremonies at 7 AM, 
grounding the gathering in ancestral ways. Grand entries un-
derscored unity and respect among participating Nations. 

Five Pillars for the Future 
The agenda structured discussions around five foundational 
pillars of treaty life: 

• Treaty with Creator: Operationalizing treaties in line 
with true spirit and intent. 

• History of Treaties 1–11: Acting on collective memory 
and treaty teachings. 

• Nationhood: Rebuilding sovereign governance and 
identity. 

• Fiscal Responsibility: Delivering treaty benefits and 
economic stewardship. 

• Citizenship & Jurisdiction: Strengthening legal and 
civic frameworks. 

 

Participants joined Elder-led dialogue sessions, youth lunch-
eons, and leadership forums to contribute their perspectives 
and wisdom. 

Treaty 1–11 Gathering — August 18–22, 2025  Hosted by Tsuut’ina Nation (Tsuu T’ina) 
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Closing Ceremony & Cultural Highlights 
On August 22, the gathering closed with a powerful cere-
mony featuring the Transfer of Treaties 1–11 Bundle, 
symbolic flag retirements, a communal dinner, and enter-
tainment—highlighted by a Round Dance that invited all 
to join in celebration. 

Voices from the Gathering 

Representatives stressed the living essence of the trea-
ties. Margo Auger of the Big Stone Cree Nation (Treaty 8) 
captured the sentiment beautifully: 

“Treaties are not a part of history, but rather a part of 
the present and future – a way of living together.” 

A Shared Legacy, A Renewed Path 

Gatherings like this reaffirm that treaties are not static 
relics—they are living relationships calling for continued 
respect, dialogue, and action. With the collaborative 
spirit of the five pillars and renewed leadership engage-
ment, the Treaty 1–11 Gathering charted a course for-
ward rooted in Indigenous sovereignty, accountability, 
and kinship. 

Youth as Future Leaders 
Perhaps most impactful was the consistent recognition 
from Chiefs and leaders across the Treaties that youth 
are not just “leaders of tomorrow,” but active contribu-
tors today. Their input on the Five Pillars of Treaty Life—
especially on Nationhood and Citizenship—was woven 
into the collective outcomes of the gathering. 

As one young delegate from Treaty 7 expressed: “Our 
voices matter because we are living the future of these 
treaties. If we don’t step up now, the promises and 
teachings could be lost. But if we walk together, we carry 
them forward.” 

Plans Going Forward 
Building on the theme “We Are of One Mind,” 
the Treaty 1–11 Gathering closed with a shared 
commitment to concrete next steps. Among the 
priorities identified: 

• Youth Leadership Development – create mentor-
ship and training opportunities to prepare youth to 
take on roles in governance, cultural preservation, 
and nation-building. 

• Treaty Education – expand initiatives in schools 
and communities to teach the true history and liv-
ing meaning of Treaties 1–11. 

• Language and Culture Revitalization – support 
immersion programs, land-based learning, and in-
tergenerational knowledge transfer. 

• Nation-to-Nation Dialogue – strengthen coopera-
tion among the Treaty Nations through annual gath-
erings, working groups, and joint advocacy. 

• Economic Sustainability – explore collective ap-
proaches to fiscal responsibility and economic de-
velopment rooted in treaty rights. 

• Governance and Sovereignty – advance discus-
sions on self-determination, jurisdiction, and citi-
zenship frameworks. 

• Quarterly Accountability – reconvene annually to 
review progress on the Five Pillars and report back 
to communities. 

Photo Credit: Tara Cutarm Ermineskin Communications 

Article/ Photos by: Tara Cutarm 
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The National Classic is more than just a base-

ball tournament — it's a celebration of sport, 

community, and culture, with a special focus 

on engaging Indigenous youth. Hosted at Ses-

quicentennial Park in Brampton, the multi-day 

event brings together teams from across the 

country for an unforgettable experience of 

play, learning, and connection. With the excite-

ment of travel, hotel stays, and intense compe-

tition, organizers place a strong emphasis on 

safety, inclusion, and respect for all involved 

— including athletes, coaches, chaperones, 

and staff. 

It was an honor for Makswacis to be a part of 

this tournament. In fact, our team was the only 

team from Alberta to participate in the event. 

Jays Care Foundation welcomed our 11 youth 

from Maskwacis upon their arrival at the air-

port for this amazing opportunity to 

play against other teams across Canada! They 

played hard over the three days of the tourna-

ment, and our Treaty 6 Maskwacîs team took 

3rd in the Jr Indigenous Nationals! 

"The best experience ever for all our youth 

who attended. Such a well-organized tour-

nament. Jay's Care Foundation certainly 

made our kids feel very welcome. Thank 

you, Ermineskin Cree Nation, for your sup-

port. Thank you, Tirzah Swampy, for organ-

izing all this for the kids," says Crystal 

Cutarm 

 

Congratulations to all of our awasisak for plac-

ing! You have made your friends, family and 

nation very proud of your excellent display of 

determination, sportsmanship and love for 

sports! 

Photo’s Provided from: Maskwacîs Indigenous Rookie League & Crystal Cutarm 
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