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  hƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ муǘƘΣ нлнрΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǊƳƛƴŜǎƪƛƴ /ƻƳπ

Ƴǳƴƛǘȅ ²ŜƭƭƴŜǎǎ ǘŜŀƳΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 9/b wŜŎǊŜπ

ŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ CǳǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 

9ŀǎǘŜǊ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ Ƴƛƴƛ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭ ŘǊŜǿ ŀƴ 

ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǝŎ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ нлл ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŝƴπ

ƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛƳǎƛŎŀƭ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŦŀŎŜ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ 

ŀǊǝǎǘǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƭƻǊŦǳƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦ 

.ŀƭƭƻƻƴ ŀǊǝǎǘǊȅ ŎŀǇǝǾŀǘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘǊƛŎŀǘŜ 

ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǘπ

ƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ  

Dƛŀƴǘ ƛƴƅŀǘŀōƭŜ ōƻǳƴŎȅ ŎŀǎǘƭŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄƘƛƭŀǊŀǝƴƎ 

ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ 

ƳƻǾƛŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻȊȅ ǎŜǩƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WƛƳ wŀǧƭŜǎƴŀƪŜ 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǊŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ  

!ŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ !ƭƭŀƴ ²ŜƛƴƘŀƴŘƭ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǜǳƭ ǿŀƎƻƴ ǊƛŘŜǎΣ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀ ƭŜƛπ

ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƻǳǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 9ǊƳƛƴŜǎƪƛƴΦ hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ŎǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ  

²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ²ŜƭƭƴŜǎǎΣ wŜŎǊŜŀπ

ǝƻƴΣ 9/b 9ǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇπ

ǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǿŃƘƪƾƘǘƻǿƛƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΗ 
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   Kennedy Bruno, a 
talented youth from 
the Samson Cree Na-
tion, embodies the 
spirit of entrepreneur-
ship while also deep-
ly caring for her com-
munity. At just a 
young age, she has 
built her own custom 
T-shirt and sticker 
business, ñShirts and 
Quirks,ò and has 
found a way to share 
her success with 
those in need. Ms. 
Bruno explains that 

her interest in entrepreneurship began at the young 
age of nine. She was inspired by watching her father, 
Derek Bruno, work hard to run his own business. She 
states, ñWhen I learned more about residential 
schools and the traumas our people have experi-
enced, I wanted to help raise their voices and let 
them be heard.ò Kennedy is dedicated to inspiring 
other youth to raise awareness and ensure their voices 
are heard as well. 
 
Kennedy explains that her t-shirt design was created 

specifically for raising awareness about missing and 
murdered Indigenous women, girls, and two-spirit 
individuals. She says, ñAt the top, it reads 'Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-
Spirits.' The different colors represent various cas-
es, including unsolved ones. These colors come to-
gether to highlight how all of these cases are inter-
connected, forming a larger picture.ò 
 
On April 17th, 2025, Kennedy generously donated 
$500 to the Ermineskin Womenôs Shelter, a gesture 
that reflects her commitment to uplifting our people. 
Her actions serve as a hopeful light for the younger 
generation, inspiring them to pursue their dreams 
while also making a difference in the lives of others. 
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MCTC hosted an Easter dinner for com-
munity members in Pigeon Lake, provid-
ing a wonderful opportunity to gather 
and celebrate the joy of the season 
through food and companionship. The 
event took place at the Ma -Me-O Beach 
Hall, where over 100 community mem-
bers attended. Activities included Easter 
egg decorating, cookie making, bracelet 
crafting,  and an Easter egg hunt for the 
kids. A special guest, the Easter  Bunny, 
also made an appearance!  

It was an amazing experience for the 
community to come together, share a 
meal,  enjoy some laughter, and appreci-
ate one anotherõs company. Thank you to 
MCTC and  all the volunteers for making 
the Easter dinner a memorable  event!  
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 On the afternoon of April 25, 2025, at ap-

proximately 2 PM, emergency response teams 

were urgently deployed to a section of Highway 
611 East, situated between 2 Mile and 3 Mile 

Roads. Eyewitnesses reported a substantial fire 

that had rapidly engulfed the area, producing 
towering flames that created thick, dark smoke 

visible from as far away as Wetaskiwin and 

Ponoka. The intensity of the fire raised immedi-
ate concerns, prompting swift action from local 

fire services to contain the blaze and prevent it 

from spreading to nearby structures and land-
scapes.  

 A wildfire ignited in the Samson community 

of Maskwacis and rapidly spread toward Ermine-
skin, leading to an urgent evacuation order as 

flames engulfed several homes. The situation ad-

vised prompted a collective response from all the 
Four Nations, alongside neighboring fire depart-

ments, who swiftly collaborated to mitigate the 

impact of the blaze. Firefighters worked tirelessly 
to establish containment lines and monitor 

hotspots throughout the night, ensuring the 

safety of residents and preventing further prop-
erty damage. Their dedicated efforts highlighted 

the strength of community cooperation during 

this challenging time.  
The fire departments that responded to 

the blaze included Samson, Louis Bull, Ermine-

skin, Ponoka County Regional Fire Services, We-
taskiwin, Millet, Sam Minde Elements FireTack, 

and Rocky Mountain Wildfire, which provided a 

helicopter to help combat the fire. Thanks to the 
efforts of these fire departments, other organiza-

tions, and numerous volunteers, the fire was 

contained. Unfortunately, three homes were lost: 
two in Ermineskin and one in Samson. The fire 

was dangerously close to three other occupied 

Ermineskin homes.  Fortunately, these homes 
were saved .  

In response to the urgent situation, sever-

al compassionate organizations sprang into ac-
tion, demonstrating their commitment to helping 

those in need. These included the Red Cross, 

Ponoka County Traffic Control, the dedicated 
RCMP officers from Maskwacis and Wetaskiwin, 

Samson Public Works, Mobile Mental Health, 

Victim Services, the Ermineskin Public Works 
Department, the Ermineskin Cree Nation Elders 

Department, the caring staff from Neyaskweyahk 

Human Services, Samson Community Wellness, 
and many families within the community who 

came together to support one another. Their col-

lective efforts truly embody the spirit of commu-
nity and solidarity during challenging times.  

 We want to take a moment to give a heart-

felt thank you and express our deep appreciation 
to everyone who responded immediately when 

this incident occurred. Your swift action and 

support made a significant difference during an 
incredibly challenging time. Without the strength 

of our community coming together, we would 

have faced far greater losses.  
  We are profoundly grateful to ALL the local 

and surrounding fire departments who bravely 

dedicated their time and put their lives at risk to 
help contain this fire. A special thank you goes 

to the Ermineskin Public Works staff who were 

on-site with graders and dozers, and to the 
neighboring farmers who pitched in by tilling the 

affected areas. The commitment of individuals 

like Pinto Smallboy, Jody Littlechild, Keenan 
Fraynn, Louise Saddleback, Jay Omeasoo, Erik 

Smallboy, Robin Lee, and Manager Shelly 

Cutarm is truly commendable. We also appreci-
ate the Wildland Fire Crew and local farmers 

Dean Rix and Graham Rix for their invaluable 

assistance during this difficult situation. We rec-
ognize the important role Christian Minde played 

in providing heavy equipment to assist with the 

wildfire response.  
  Moreover, our hearts go out to all the vol-

unteers who stepped up to help those who lost 

their homes in the fire.                      CONTõD 

ERMINESKIN UNDER A  

tƘƻǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅΥ ¢ŀƴƛŀ /ǊƛŜǊ 
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COMPLETE FIRE BAN  
Your compassion and generosity are a beacon of 
hope for those facing such hardship. Weõd like to 
acknowledge the following volunteers for their 
incredible support: Karoyle Weinhandl, Sara Lee, 
Joyce Larocque (and her grandkids), Gail Light-
ning, Judy Littlechild, Angel Smallboy, Penny 
Roan, Crystal Cutarm, Roxanne Morin, Erin 
Christophersen, Kenneth Roan, Teresa White, 
and the N.O.K. Staff.  And of course a big thank 
you to our fireman at our local Ermineskin Fiore 
Department, Fire Chief Greg Minde and Director 
of Emergency Management; Richard Coyote.  
Thank you all for embodying the spirit of com-
munity and for being there for one another dur-
ing this trying time. We apologize if we missed 
anyone; it was unintentional, and your kindness 
means a lot to us!  

 
The Ermineskin Cree Nation is currently enforc-

ing a COMPLETE FIRE BAN . This ban aims to 

reduce the risk of wildfires and to safeguard 

public safety, property, and natural resources. 

By limiting activities that could ignite fires, we 

strive to prevent the ignition and spread of wild-

fires. Given the current land conditions, there is 

a high risk of fires spreading and becoming haz-

ardous. It is crucial to effectively communicate 

this fire ban, as public awareness is essential for 

ensuring compliance with and understanding of 

these restrictions.  

Restrictions Include:  

¶ Prohibition 
of open fires, 
i n c l u d i n g 
c a m p f i r e s , 
bonfires, and 
burning of 
yard waste.  

¶ NO burning 
of grass or 
large open 
bonfires. Small 
fires must be 
in a proper pit 
or have a hole 
dug in the 
ground 1ft 
deep away 
from tall grass 
and have rocks 
su r r ound ing 
the pit. Fires 
should never 
exceed 3 -4ft. 

high.  

¶ Restrictions on the use of fireworks, spar-
klers, and other pyrotechnic devices.  

¶ Limitations on outdoor cooking with charcoal 
or wood -fired grills.  

¶ Bans on smoking in outdoor areas, especially 
in forested areas and grassland areas.  

¶ Restrictions on off -road vehicle use or other 
activities that could create sparks or hot ex-
haust.   

 

For fire relief, focus on donating new items 
like  clothing, hygiene products, food, and es-
sential supplies.  Things like clothing, toilet-

ries, food, and even items for pet care.  

Here's a more detailed list of suggested donation 
items:  

Basic Needs:  

¶ Clothing:  New clothing for men, women, and 
children, including undergarments and socks.   

¶ Hygiene Products:  Soap, shampoo, deodor-
ant, toothbrush, toothpaste, feminine hygiene 
products, and other personal care items.   

¶ Food:  Non-perishable packaged food items, 
snacks, and bottled water.   

¶ Pet Supplies:  Dry dog and cat food, cat lit-
ter, and other necessities for pets.   

Baby Supplies:  Formula, diapers, and rash 
cream for infants.   

 
Rebuilding and Cleanup:  

¶ Rebuilding Supplies:  Tarps, nails, plywood, 
hand tools, and other materials for rebuilding 
homes.  

¶ Cleaning Supplies:  Rags, mops, brooms, 
scrub brushes, disinfectant, and garbage bags.  

¶ Protective Equipment:  Work gloves, boots, 
helmets, masks, and dust masks.  

Utility Tools:  Buckets, shovels, and rakes.   
 

Other Essentials:  

¶ Linens:  Bedding, pillows, and blankets.  

¶ First Aid Kits:  For treating injuries and ill-
nesses.  

¶ Flashlights and Batteries:  For emergency 
lighting.  

¶ Device Chargers:  To keep phones and other 
devices powered.  

Toys and Books:  For children's entertainment.   

tƘƻǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅΥ {ƘŜƭƭȅ /ǳǘŀǊƳ 
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 May 5th marks the National Day of 
Awareness for Murdered and Missing Indige-
nous Women, Girls, and Two -Spirit People 
(MMIWG2S). This significant day serves to 
highlight the alarming and tragic realities 
that Indigenous women, girls, and Two -Spirit 
individuals face, including violence, discrimi-
nation, and the ongoing crisis of their disap-
pearances. It is a time to honor and share the 
stories of those who have been lost, ensuring 
their voices are not forgotten.  
 
 Communities across the country use this 
day to engage in activities such as vigils, ral-
lies, and educational events that bring people 
together to discuss these critical issues. A 
powerful symbol associated with the day is the 
image of a red hand over the mouth, which 
poignantly represents the silenced voices of 
MMIWG2S and calls attention to the urgent 
need for justice and accountability. By partici-
pating in the observance of this day, we can 
work towards healing, awareness, and change 
f o r  I n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s .  
 
 Between 1980 and 2012, nearly one in 
three (28%) of the women murdered in Alberta 
were Indigenous. This heartbreaking reality 
underscores the immense challenges faced by 
Indigenous communities. In 2021 alone, there 
were nearly 100 reported cases of missing and 
murdered Indigenous women and girls, re-
flecting a crisis that is among the most severe 
in Canada, surpassed only by British Colum-
bia. Disturbingly, statistics reveal that Indige-
nous women are 1,200% more likely to be 
murdered or reported missing than their non -
Indigenous counterparts.   
 
 In response to this urgent issue, the gov-
ernment of Alberta took a significant step in 
2022 by forming a council focused on Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and 
Two-Spirit (MMIWG2S). They developed a 
roadmap aimed at reducing harm and enhanc-
ing safety for these vulnerable groups. The 
roadmap expresses a commitment to an Indig-
enous-led and decolonizing approach, demon-
strating hope for a better future. However, itõs 
concerning that there has been little commu-
nication about the progress being made, leav-

ing many to wonder about the actions taken to 
truly address this crisis. Our collective aware-
ness and support are crucial as we strive for 
justice and healing for the affected communi-
ties.  
 
 On May 5th, 2025, the Ermineskin Wom-
enõs Shelter will hold its annual walk to honor 
the National Day of Awareness for Murdered 
and Missing Indigenous Women, Girls, and 
Two-Spirit People (MMIWG2S). This poignant 
event seeks to give a voice to those who have 
faced unimaginable hardships and to remem-
ber the families who bear the weight of these 
losses. We invite everyone, especially men, to 
participate in a special segment called òWalk 
a Mile in Our Shoes.ó This experience encour-
ages empathy and understanding, highlight-
ing the struggles women endure when they 
are targeted. Together, we can stand in soli-
darity and bring awareness to these critical 
issues. We genuinely hope that everyone can 
join us, as your presence is vital in raising 
awareness for our community. Your support 
means so much! 


