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  July 3rd, 2024 marks a new beginning for Ermine-

skin Cree Nations future.  A grand opening was held at 

Wetaskiwin Mall to embark on Neyaskweyahk Group of 

Companies Inc. new Acquisition of Wild West Gallery. As 

some may know, in the recent months, Perry Bartoshyk 

has been planning to retire, and as a last grand gesture 

as owner, he wanted to give back to the people that he 

started Wild West Gallery for.  

   The gallery opened in Wetaskiwin back in 2011, where 

owner Perry wanted to create a central location for his 

business, and offer accessibility for his growing clien-

tele. From humble beginnings, Wild West Gallery now 

offers one the largest selections of seed beads in Cen-

tral Alberta.  In the ten (10) plus years, Wild West Gal-

lery has strived to preserve the communities culture 

and traditions in Central Alberta while also providing 

support to the local artist as well as many travelling visi-

tors.  

“The history of the gallery started back in 2009, I knew 

what everyone needed to do their ceremonies and cel-

ebrations, but nothing was available in our province. 

So, I did a lot of research and put together a one stop 

shop that could accommodate a lot of people in our 

community. Although it wasn’t just our community, it 

is all over Alberta, across Canada and  as far as New-

foundland. I am very honoured that Ermineskin Cree 

Nation has purchased the gallery and will do great 

with the future of the business. Thank you all for the 

opportunity to provide my services to our neighbouring 

communities and I wish N.G.C.I and Ermineskin the 

best.” – says Perry Bartoshyk   
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    “I love and enjoy seeing 

the kids that start off, being 

hesitant at the beginning 

and see them catching up, 

warming up to the game 

and getting to enjoy the 

interactions. We've been 

doing this now, I think close 

to 10 years. It’s an annual 

event that we do and we hope to continue doing 

this for the youth of Maskwacis. l think it is ex-

tremely important to have our youth be involved 

and interact with one another in a healthy and safe 

environment, and I am so happy we can provide 

that space for them. It's good for their health and 

team building. Bringing the communities together 

and helping everyone to learn to work together. 

That's what we get through sports.” says coach 

Tsholo Sebetlela  
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In collaboration with the Ermineskin Cree Nation 

leadership, the Ermineskin Industrial Relations 

Consultation will be conducting the Ermineskin 

Cree Nation Census 2024. 

 

The census will collect data and information from 

our nation's members. There will be census moni-

tors from our nation, who will be going to each 

household to go through the census with the na-

tion member. We kindly ask for your cooperation. 

 

Names will not be added to the information pro-

vided to keep individual's privacy and confidential-

ity. The information will be compiled to benefit 

our nation and our members. The data and statis-

tics collected from the census will be used by lead-

ership and departments when requesting funding 

for the specific needs of the community that the 

census reveals. 

 

The nation member's cooperation in providing the 

information in the census is key to identifying and 

addressing the specific needs of our nation. We 

hope that you are willing to participate and let 

your voices be heard. The census monitors will 

begin on Monday, July 8th, 

2024, and continue through 

the summer. 

More information will be pro-

vided on the locations where 

the monitors will be on site, 

so home occupants can antici-

pate a visit. If you are unable 

to have an in-person visit or 

for those who reside Off-

Reserve can complete the 

census online: 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZMP6WX5 

 

*Those eligible to complete the census are Ermine-

skin Cree Nation members whose name the home 

is assigned to. 

 

Incentives will be provided to the households that 

complete the census. Thank you for your participa-

tion in the Ermineskin Cree Nation Census 2024! If 

you have any questions please contact Ermineskin 

Industrial Relations: 780-585-3779. 
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      With the summer months upon us, being in a central 
part of the province we have a higher risk of extreme 
weather. It is essential that we are prepared and have an 
emergency plan for mother natures unexpected weather 
conditions.  Some common extreme weather conditions 
for Central Alberta are:  

 

     When a severe thunderstorm occurs, it's important to 
prioritize safety and take appropriate actions to protect 
yourself and others. By following these guidelines, you 
can increase your safety during severe thunderstorms 
and minimize the risks associated with these intense 
weather events. Here are some key things to remember 
during extreme weather conditions:  

 

1) Monitor weather reports and updates from reliable 
sources such as the National Weather Service (NWS) 
or local meteorological agencies. Weather apps and 
alerts on your phone can also provide real-time infor-
mation. 

2) Move indoors to a sturdy building or a hard-topped 
vehicle as soon as you hear thunder or see lightning. 
Avoid shelters that are not substantial or have open 
sides, such as picnic shelters or sheds. Stay away from 
windows, doors, and concrete walls, as lightning can 
travel through metal wires and plumbing lines within 
concrete walls and flooring. 

3) Do not use electrical appliances, computers, or cord-
ed phones during a thunderstorm. Lightning can trav-
el through electrical systems and pose a risk of elec-
trocution. Avoid contact with water during a thunder-
storm, including showers, sinks, and faucets. Light-
ning can travel through plumbing. 

4) Stay inside and wait at least 30 minutes after the last 
clap of thunder before going back outside. Lightning 
can strike from as far as 10 miles away from any rain-
fall, so just because it's not raining where you are 
doesn't mean you're safe from lightning. If you're 
caught outside and unable to reach shelter, avoid 
high ground, open fields, isolated trees, and metal 
objects. Instead, crouch down with as little of your 
body touching the ground as possible, but do not lie 
flat.  

5) Remain calm and reassure others, especially children. 
Keeping a level head will help you make sound deci-
sions to stay safe. 

 

    Preparing an emergency kit is crucial for being ready to 
face extreme weather events. Below you will find a list of 
essentials to include in your emergency kit for your 
household. Regularly check and update your emergency 
kit every six months to ensure supplies are not expired 
and reflect current needs. Being prepared can make a 
significant difference during extreme weather events or 
other emergencies. 

Emergency Kit Essentials 

Water: One gallon per person per day for at least three 
days, for drinking and sanitation. 

Non-perishable Food: Three-day supply of non-perishable 
food items per person (canned goods, energy bars, dried 
fruits, etc.). 

Manual Can Opener: If including canned food. 

Flashlight: With extra batteries. 

First Aid Kit: Including necessary medications and sup-
plies. 

Whistle: To signal for help if needed. 

Dust Masks: To filter contaminated air. 

Moist Towelettes: For sanitation purposes. 

Local Maps: To navigate if GPS or mobile networks are 
unavailable. 

Cell Phone with Charger: Keep charged and ready. 

Emergency Radio: Battery-powered or hand-crank radio 
to receive weather alerts. 

Special Needs: Consider any specific needs for infants, 
elderly family members, or individuals with disabilities. 
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DEADLINE : JULY 17, 2024 
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