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  Rain or shine our people will come! On June 21, 

2024  Ermineskin Cree Nation, in collaboration with 

Samson Cree Nation, hosted an Indigenous Peoples 

Day Celebration! Indigenous Peoples Day is a represen-

tation and acknowledgement of our continued resili-

ence, celebrating our culture and traditions. A remind-

er of our past, present and future existence; we are 

still here!    

    This  year the celebration started of with a Mini Pow-

wow sponsored by Samson Cree Nation and slowly 

progressed into a fun filled day. There was bouncy cas-

tles, wagon rides, temporary tattoo’s and face painting 

for all  participants. As well as a barbecue lunch/dinner 

sponsored by ATCO Gas Ltd., plenty of food for every-

one in attendance.  

    As the night continued, we had a  performance from 

local band 5’N’GO, giving us the best of both worlds, 

country and rock music! In addition, we had a great an 

inspiring performance by local artists NDN Army. Alt-

hough the weather was not the best, our Nations came 

together to spend this special day with one another! 

   As the event came to an end,  we concluded the cele-

bration with a spectacular show of fireworks! We’d like 

to give thanks to all that attended, our volunteers, se-

curity, vendors and event coordinators. Happy Indige-

nous People’s Day!  
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 The playoffs for Central Alberta Lacrosse 
League Championship banner for the U15 was 
held Wednesday, June 19th. 
 
Congratulations to the U15 Lacoka Locos on win-
ning the Central Alberta Lacrosse League Cham-
pionship Banner!  
 
They now qualify for Provincials! 
And congratulations to the First Nations players 
and those from Maskwacis:  
-Mason Piegan 
-Kash Minde 
-Wyatt Cutarm Krahn 
-and Goalie Oliver Cook (Cold Lake) 
 
Good luck in Provincials July 12th-14th, 2024! 

 

Left to Right: Oliver Cook, Wyatt Cutarm 

Krahn, Kash Minde, Mason Peigan 
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    The origins of “La Bamba” as the Oilers’ celebration 
song date back to when Wayne Gretzky was in Edmon-
ton. 

    In the 1980s, Gretzky was dating Vikki Moss and be-
came close with her brother, Joey. Gretzky helped Joey 
get a job as the team’s locker room attendant. “La Bam-
ba” was Moss’ favourite song, and it instantly became a 
hit within the organization. "The 'La Bamba' comes from 
a team Christmas party we had every year," Gretzky 
explained. "We would have a live band and [Moss] 
knew one song. He would get up and sing, 'La Bamba.' 
So it's one of the great winning songs for any profes-
sional sports team."  

   Moss passed away in 2020. The Oilers brought back 
the song to honour him in the 2021-22 season and it 
has stuck ever since. Although the song started with 
Moss, its legacy continued with Ben Stelter.  

During the 2021-22 season, six-year old Ben began 
attending Oilers games. He was diagnosed with glioblas-

toma, a form of brain cancer. The Oilers heard his story 
and began supporting him. "You never want to see a 
family go through that thing, you never want to see a 
kid go through something like that," McDavid said. "Any 
joy that we could bring [Ben] was always worth it." 
Ben’s iconic catch phrase, “Play La Bamba, baby!” revi-
talized the song’s meaning to Edmontonians. On August 
10, 2022, Ben passed away at the age of 6. He will for-

ever be an Edmonton icon! Getty Images/Mike 
Stelter/Sportsnet 
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        We celebrate our dads, mosums, uncles, 

brothers and all-important male figures in our 

lives. A day dedicated to honoring fathers, cele-

brating paternal bonds and highlighting the in-

fluence of the men in our community. An event 

was held at the Ermineskin Arena on June 13th 

that had over a hundred (100) participants 

attend. The event had many games, wellness 

stations that included massages, reflexology and 

ear candling. There were also a few guest speak-

ers, Eddie Steele (former Edmonton Elk) who 

spoke on his personal experience being a father 

and Comedian Conway Kootenay as some may 

know “Smudge Pan.” The event also had a 

barbeque lunch provided by Toni’s Catering.  

“It was such a great event, I don’t often get 

time to spend with my bros and, although it 

wasn’t a long event, it was still good to see eve-

ryone enjoying themselves, having a couple 

laughs and just being around one another. It 

doesn't happen often so I’m grateful we have 

these opportunities to attend these events. Hai 

Hai to all the organizers, they did a really good 

job.” says Aaron Littlechild.   

 The Fathers Day 

Celebration’s did not 

end there. On Friday 

June 14th, Ermineskin 

Health and Wellness 

Departments in collab-

oration with Dorches-

ter Ranch and Golf 

Course to host the an-

nual Fathers Day Golf 

Tournament. There 

was over 44 teams reg-

istered for this years 

tournament.  
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    This annual event is a great way to bring the 

men of our community together, those who 

have love for the game and participants that 

like to connect with one another. It gives an en-

vironment of enjoyment andcompetition.  It was 

a beautiful day for a round of golf! There was 

four divisions for the event and the placement 

for winners go as follows: 

A DIVISION: 

1st– Eric Ermineskin, 2nd– Jaizen Buffalo  

3rd– Ryan Potts, 4th– Jamison Laroque 

B DIVISION: 

1st– Calvin Rattlesnake, 2nd– Nigel Soosay 

3rd– Jason Anquist, 4th– Lonny  Ermineskin 

C DIVISION: 

1st– Bruce Saulteaux, 2nd– Garret Wildcat  

3rd– Stefan Roan, 4th– Zach Alexis 

D DIVISION: 

1st– Buddy Dixon, 2nd– Warren Samson  

3rd– Lisa Littlechild , 4th– Jesse Laroque 

 

     We’d like to give thanks to all participants, 

organizer and volunteers for this years Fathers 

Day Celebrations! It's important to note that, 

while fathers traditionally fulfill many roles, oth-

er male figures such as mosum’s, uncles, older 

brothers, or other significant men in a child's life 

can also have a profound impact. Positive male 

role models contribute to a child's overall devel-

opment, shaping their values, beliefs, and be-

haviors in meaningful ways. Hai Hai to all the fa-

thers and father figures out there!  
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"This establishment will help our people grow, but more 
importantly, it's here for our next Seven Generations. To-
day, everything changes for Louis Bull Tribe. Thank all of 
you, each and every one of you, for coming to celebrate 
this milestone with us." Says Erika Bull-Giroux -Director, 
Socio-Economic Development.  

The Grand opening of the Bear Hills Casino and Travel 
Resort took place on June 19th, 2024, where nation 
members of Maskwacis, Chief’s from surrounding Na-
tions, representatives from the AGLC, and Minster Rick 
Wilson were in attendance for this monumental experi-
ence. Erika Bull-Giroux shared many empowering and 
inspiring words on the efforts behind the opening of the 
Resort, but also the brighter future that will also come in 
the next seven generations.  

“I want to thank our elders and our leadership. We start-
ed this project off with a ceremony. Back in the day, our 
ancestors would choose warriors to go and hunt, and 
when those warriors would bring back a buffalo, it was 
used for everything; food, clothing, tools and ceremonies. 
Every part of the animal was used and nothing was wast-
ed. I once heard that Economic Development is the mod-
ern day buffalo hunt, and it really stuck with me. When 
we talk about this establishment, that's how I see it. The 
earnings from this Casino will do so much more than feed 
and shelter our people, it will  help enhance programing 
for elders and youth, help with housing and roads, and it 
will help is with the tools we need to assist our nation 
members to find their identity and their spirit, the cultur-

al component, because we are in an identity crisis. This 
establishment will help our people grow, but more im-
portantly, it's here for our next Seven Generations.”   

 “Thirty years ago, when I first heard about the project, 
I was a teenager” says Chief Desmond Bull, “and back 
then it was a dream, a vision of what could be. Today 
we live that reality. This couldn’t have happened with-
out everyone, past and present, and as we work onto 
the future of what it could also become. There’s many 
leaders, Chiefs, councilmen, staff, technicians, and so 
many more, elders included, that worked towards mak-
ing this dream a reality that it is today. Today is a cele-
bration, and we should acknowledge it as so. Creator 
gave us a beautiful day for this event to acknowledge all 
of the work, perseverance and sacrifices made over 
three decades to bring us to this moment. This is only 
phase one, and I look forward to seeing how we are go-
ing to develop this further.”    

 Bear Hills Casino and Travel Resort is currently oper-
ating with 51% of their staff being First Nations. On aver-
age, 34% of employees of Host First Nation casinos are 
from the Host Nations. 51% of Bear Hills’ staff are from 
Louis Bull and Maskwacis, which is a huge accomplish-
ment for them, province wide. The Resort also features 
live music entertainment, with artists such as 5’N’GO, 
High Limit Band, and even Armond Duck Chief! Be sure to 
come and tour the facility, try your luck or even just come 
for the food and music. Hours ar 11:00am - 2:00am, Mon-
day to Sunday. 

Photo provided by: Bear Hills Resort and Casino Facebook  
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