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  With powwow season upon us, Early 
Years has provided some programs to be 
tiny tot ready! Over the month of May, they 
invited those in the program (new and ex-
pecting parents) to create outfits and other 
regalia items. Participants made outfits with 
Donna Rain, some using a sewing machine 
for the first time! Mothers created grass out-
fits, a jingle dress, and an infant T-Dress! 
They also had hair drop making with Ivan 
Roan, and another session was parfleche hair 
tie making with Courtney L. Yellowbird, 
where she taught participants how to cut, 
hole-punch, paint and add felt edging with 
lace to their designs. “I think this is very ex-
citing because I am also just learning how to 
work with parfleche, so I’m happy we can 
do something like this together, and kind of 
learn from one another in such a close set-
ting,” she says. 
  
Marleigh Cutarm, client of the MHS Early Years pro-
gram adds, “I am happy to be able to participate in 
these kinds of teaching. I don’t really have anyone to 
educate me when it comes to the powwow circle, or 
what goes into making an outfit and all of the accesso-
ries. I know that some parents, including myself, can-
not afford to buy outfits. I wanted to see if I could 
teach myself and learn from someone, that way I can 
make future outfits as my daughter grows. She gets to 
wear her dress at the ECN 2024 Powwow!” She also 
adds, “I am thankful that Early Years provides so 
many programs and services to new and expecting par-
ents of all Four Nations! As a new parent, they sup-
ported me and helped me navigate parenthood one step 
at a time, celebrating so many milestones with my lit-
tle family, and I am just so appreciative.” 
  
“These sessions are important because the teachings 
are being passed down to the parents and child 
(extended family & friends). My favorite part is watch-

ing the parents/kids connecting with each other and 
learning from all the different elders from the 4 Na-
tions. We here at Early Years would like the partici-
pants to learn one of our tool box card and a cultural 
teaching /story and or even connection and with other 
community members/elders” says Ashley Giroux, one 
of the many dedicated visitors at MHS Early Years. 
  
Some upcoming programs they have are as follows: 
Sun Safety Tips + Beading Sunglasses- June 9th, 
18th and 25th | Baby Food Making- June 19th  
Drop-In Sewing Workshops- June 10th, 17th, and 
24th | Hearing Screening on the 25th of June for ba-
bies under 90 Days Old. 
 

Please contact your Early Years visitor to 
sign-up or if you are a new/expecting parent, 

please contact the MHS Early Years:  
+1 587-768-0250 

Er mineskin  Newsletter  June 12 ,  2024  

Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Paskâweho Pîsim Nîsosâp 

 

EARLY YEARS CULTURAL TEACHINGS & REGALIA MAKING 



Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Paskâweho Pîsim Nîsosâp 

2 

  



Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Paskâweho Pîsim Nîsosâp 

3 

 



Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Paskâweho Pîsim Nîsosâp 

4 

  

ROSE BABICH DEVON LEE– 
ARTINDALE 

TERRENCE  
LITTLECHILD  

DELAIZA MINDE 

JOSEPH MORIN- 
WOLFE 

HUNTER MORIN ARLIN OMEASOO TIANNA  
RATTLESNAKE 

LENARD  
ROASTING  

FAWN ROWAN AYSHJA  
SMALLBOY  

WHITEELK  
WOLFE 
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    Pride Month is a time dedicated to celebrating and 

supporting the LGBTQIA2S+ community. It typically 

takes place in June each year, with various events, 

parades, and activities organized worldwide to pro-

mote equality, visibility, and acceptance for LGBTQ+ 

individuals. The month also commemorates the 

Stonewall Riots of June 1969, which marked a turn-

ing point for the LGBTQIA2S+ rights movement in the 

United States. Pride Month serves as an opportunity 

for people to honor the history, progress, and ongo-

ing struggles of the LGBTQIA2S+ community while 

fostering a sense of belonging and solidarity.  

    The acronym LGBTQIA2S+ stands for Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex, Asexual, Two-

Spirit, and the "+" represents other sexual orienta-

tions, gender identities, and expressions that may 

not be explicitly included in the initial acronym. This 

inclusive term acknowledges the diversity within the 

LGBTQ+ community and affirms the identities and 

experiences of individuals who may not fit into tradi-

tional understandings of sexual orientation or gender 

identity. It reflects the ongoing evolution and expan-

sion of language and understanding regarding gen-

der and sexual diversity. 

     In many First Nations communities, there is a 

growing recognition of and support for LGBTQIA2S+ 

individuals, although attitudes and acceptance may 

vary depending on cultural, historical, and individual 

factors. Traditionally, many Indigenous cultures had 

concepts and roles that encompassed a diverse 

range of gender identities and sexual orientations, 

often with respect and reverence. However, coloniza-

tion, Christianization, and the imposition of Western 

norms have led to the marginalization and erasure of 

these identities and roles within some Indigenous 

communities. 

      Today, many Indigenous activists and leaders are 

working to reclaim and revitalize these traditional 

understandings of gender and sexuality, promoting 

acceptance and inclusion within their communities. 

There are also initiatives and organizations focused 

specifically on supporting LGBTQIA2S+ Indigenous 

peoples, addressing issues such as discrimination, 

violence, and access to culturally competent 

healthcare and social services. 

     Efforts to foster inclusion often involve cultural 

revitalization, education, and community engage-

ment, emphasizing the importance of respecting and 

honoring diverse identities and experiences. By cen-

tering Indigenous perspectives and values, these ef-

forts aim to create safer and more affirming spaces 

for LGBTQIA2S+ individuals within First Nations com-

munities while challenging colonial and heteronor-

mative norms. 
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DETAILS TO  

BE ANNNOUNCED  
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