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 “Indigenous Nation Rebuilding: Exploring ways 
of implementing our laws, Creator’s Laws, within our 
daily lives and strengthening our governance through 
our traditional governing systems.”  

 Kanawemahwasowin Kamik hosted a Law-
Making Information Session to learn more about Bill-
C92: An Act Respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis 
Children, Youth and Families, as well as information 
on our inherent rights to self-govern. 

 With the Supreme Court of Canada affirming 
the inherent right of First Nations to pass laws in rela-
tion to child and family matters and the right to self-
govern, this information session is a step forward in 

empowering our nation to continue on the path of 
reconciliation and implementing new, traditional 
teachings in our own governing systems.  

 “Our Child Welfare Law should be our top prior-
ity, the first law guiding our constitution, along with 
the land,” says Josh Littlechild. 

 He goes on to say, “Moving forward, I think it 
would be a historic decision our leadership could 
make, putting our children first by making a Child Wel-
fare Law our first priority. It would honour our past, 
present and future. We have had forced assimilation 
put upon us for centuries,” CONT’D.. 
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 “Now we have a chance to take back what was 

ours, bringing our children home and protecting 

them.” 

 Andre Bear was also a keynote speaker , talking 

about ceremonies being apart of our governing sys-

tems, and how natural law is still important in how we 

make decisions. “I’m speaking from experience, I was 

in foster care. I was apprehended when I was a kid, I 

was taken from my mom twice. I was never raised in 

our culture, I was never raised in our ceremonies. I 

went into my first sweat when I was 18 years old and I 

lived a really hard life because my mother was an alco-

holic and a residential school survivor. We were home-

less and as a teenager I was kicked out of high school 

because I was kicked out of three other schools prior. It 

wasn’t until I went into our ceremonies, I was able to 

change my life around. I got sober, I quit partying, I 

quit fighting and it was like a miracle; going into our 

sweat lodge. My mother ended up getting cancer and 

they told me that I could dance for her, that it would 

help her with her sickness. I turned to ceremonies and 

made the decision to be my best self by actively pursu-

ing my culture and the natural law. I went from being 

homeless and being kicked out of three schools for 

three years, to being appointed by the Federal Govern-

ment to be an advisor to one of the ministers in Otta-

wa. I have my own assistant now, I have staff, I have 

my own office and I was only 21 years old.  By healing 

my spirit with ceremonies, I was able to change my life 

around for the better. This is why I believe that cere-

monies are so important. I truly believe that’s what’s 

going help the welfare of our children, because that’s 

what helped me. I speak from my own experience and I 

try to make it known, that ceremonies and culture of 

life is really going help our kids flourish in the future, 

by them the tools they need to heal from past traumas 

and grow into strong members of our Nation.”  
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