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  On December 19th and 20th, 2023 Ermineskin 

Cree Nation hosted the annually holiday lane. Rein-

deer Lane was located at the Panee Agriplex where 

many staff and volunteers decorated the barns with 

various lights and decorations. It was an event that 

was open to all Four (4) Nations to attend. The pur-

pose of the holiday lane was to bring joy  and Christ-

mas spirit to fellow community members, as well as 

neighboring communities and Nations during the hol-

idays. Although, there was not a lot of snow this 

Christmas; it was still a fun and creative way to 

spread holiday cheer in Maskwacis! There were good-

ie bags, hot chocolate, sandwiches and fireworks! The 

event was such a success that Global News came to 

do a feature of the event.  In total, over eighty (80) 

vehicles had attended  this two day event. We’d like 

to give a big  thank you to  Ermineskin Education 

Trust Fund Board and staff for handing out three hun-

dred (300) toques and mitten sets for all the boys and 

girls! Also, we’d like to give thanks to E.C.N Recrea-

tion staff, Community Wellness, Events Staff, Pannee 

Staff and Volunteers, and everyone involved in this 

two day event.  
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 We just finished a project with Shelley 

which was funded by the Alberta Government’s 

Municipal Climate Change Action Centre.  

“Ermineskin Cree Nation has completed a Flood 

Study and Climate Resiliency Report, to better 

understand the impacts of climate change on 

future flooding events. The report “Flood Study 

- Climate Change Impacts” by Kerr Wood Leidal 

(KWL) analyzes the impacts of climate change 

on five selected areas within the reserve and 

recommends improvement measures to the 

drainage system to increase the resiliency of 

Ermineskin, especially considering changing cli-

mate and consequently more extreme precipi-

tation events. This project was funded in whole 

by the Government of Alberta, through the Mu-

nicipal Climate Change Action Centre’s Climate 

Resilience Capacity Building Program. The Mu-

nicipal Climate Change Action Centre is a part-

nership of Alberta Municipalities, Rural Munici-

palities of Alberta, and the Government of Al-

berta.  

For questions, contact:  

Shelley Cutarm at shelley@ermineskin.ca or  

Dirk Scharbatke at dscharbatke@kwl.ca 
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    On December 21st, 2023, Ermineskin Cree Nation 

hosted the annual Christmas Community Dinner. This 

event was held at the Jim Rattlesnake building where all 

Nation members were welcomed to join. There was an 

amazing turkey dinner catered by Bob Ronnie's Catering 

as well as some amazing entertainment by local band “5 

n GO”. Throughout the evening they had door prizes for 

all adults that were in attendance and the youth had the 

opportunity to take pictures with Santa and also receive 

a gift!  Gatherings like these are important for our co-

munity because it bring members of the Nation together 

to celebrate the holidays, while also sharing a few sto-

ries, laughs and smiles. We’d like to thank all the staff, 

volunteers, the band for attending the community din-

ner and hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday!  
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 In the heart of our close-knit Nation, a 
memorable moment occurred at our 2023 Com-
munity Christmas Dinner. In this community, 
where neighbours are more than just familiar 
faces, but pillars of support and kinship, the holi-
day season was flowing with a special kind of 
magic.  

 Claudie Bull has been volunteering at the 
ECN Christmas Events as Santa for the past 4 
years. This previous year was the very first time 
he received a letter from a child. On December 
13th, ECN Community Wellness hosted a Meet-
and-Greet photo session with Santa, where 6-
year-old Rhydian had given Santa a letter that 
read; “Dear Santa, my name is Rhydian and I 
am 6 years old. This year I have been nice. I 
have some secret wishes; This year for Christ-
mas could you please bring me a Bissell Bagless 
Vacuum Cleaner”. 

   Teresa White took to social media to share the 
sweet sentiment, and quickly people wanted to 

contribute funds to get the vacuum. With the 
contributions from Lorraine White, Harriet Bap-
tiste, Chrystal Yellowbird, Shinea Small, Teresa 
White and Claudie Bull, they were able to give 
this amazing gift to six-year-old Rhydian, who 
was so excited to come back and see Santa to 
share this special moment!  

 It is always a great achievement when 
community members can come together and 
build a strong sense of wâhkôhtowin. It is im-
portant to practice kindness during the holidays, 
as we can sometimes get caught up in the hustle 
and bustle of Christmas. It’s good to step back 
and enjoy moments like this. It takes a lot of 
love and compassion to make this kind of thing 
happen but with enough support, Christmas 
wishes can still come true. 

  Thank you to everyone who came togeth-
er to make this happen and keep the magic of 
Christmas alive in our Nation of Ermineskin!  
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 On December 20th, 2023 M.C.T.C hosted a din-

ner open to  all 

four nations and 

Pigeon Lake res-

idents.  There 

were various 

door prizes and 

d r a w s  h e l d 

through out the 

night as well as 

various treats 

and activities for 

children such as 

a face painting, and pictures with Santa and much more! 

The dinner itself was a traditional Christmas turkey din-

ner. The event started out strong and a line quickly 

formed that ended up running out the main door of the 

recreation centre. The RCMP assisted in serving the food 

and various leadership within the Four (4) Nations were 

in attendance.  Emery Burningrass, an indigenous puppet-

eer/comedian, put on a show for the entertainment for 

the evening. This event in particular felt significant to 

many Pigeon Lake residents because it was a gathering for 

Nation members and it has  been the first community 

event since before the COVID-19 pandemic. We hope 

that in the future, we will see more Four (4) Nations 

events in the Pigeon Lake community.  

“It was nice to see our chief at our Christmas dinner 

out here in Ma-Me-O. It was a honor to have our lead-

ers coming to our gatherings, I hope to see more of 

them coming  to our gatherings. Hai Hai and you all 

have a happy new year and stay safe and stand 

strong” -says Peggy Cutarm (E.C.N Elder/ Pigeon Lake 

resident) 

ECN Property Management would like to ad-

dress these items regarding this cold snap we 

are experiencing:  

 In sewer backup cases, PLEASE REFRAIN 

FROM USING ANY WATER UNTIL THE 

PLUMBER ARRIVES. We ask that you avoid 

water use in the home and wait until a plumber 

arrives to assist and avoid any further damage if 

you are experiencing a sewer back-up. 

KEEP UP WITH YOUR FURNACE FILTER 

REPLACEMENTS. During the winter months, 

it is recommended that you change your filters 

EVERY 30 DAYS This is to avoid a build-up of 

dust and debris and avoid the possibility of a 

fire in the home. It is being proactive and safe.  

NO RUNNING WATER, CONTACT ECN 

TECH SERVICES. For ECN residents who have 

cisterns, if you do not have running water, you 

are to contact TECH SERVICES DIRECTLY. 

We cannot take calls in regards to no water, as 

the issue does not pertain to ECN Property 

Management. Tech Services: (780) 585-0255  

For any other questions or concerns, please 

reach out to Ermineskin Property Manage-

ment: (780) 585-3886  
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     Canada’s Governor General Mary Simon has 

announced 78 new additional members to the 

Order of Canada, including three companions, 15 

officers, one honorary officer and 59 members. 

 

Former Lawyer and Treaty 6 Grand Chief Dr. 

Wilton Littlechild is being promoted to the Or-

der’s highest level of companion, after he was 

first appointed as a member in 1998. 

Chief Littlechild is from Maskwacis, just north of 

Ponoka. 

 

“For his lifelong contributions to reconciliation in 
Canada and around the globe, and for his inspi-
rational leadership promoting Indigenous ath-
letes in international sports events” 
 

The list also includes 89 year old Willie Adams, 

the first Inuit appointed to the Senate in Cana-

da.  He was honored for his “long-standing sup-

port of Indigenous interests and for advancing 

Indigenous representation in Canadian legisla-

tion.” 

 

Deantha Rae Edmunds, Canada’s first Inuk 

opera singer, was made a member of the or-

der “for her original compositions and her men-

torship of young Indigenous musicians.” 
-CFWE FM RADIO 

Newly Highest Appointed Companion  
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 A historic win at the Golden Globe Awards 
is getting attention within the Indigenous 
acting community. 

On Sunday night, Blackfeet actress Lily Glad-
stone won the award for Best Actress in a Mo-
tion Picture- Drama for her role in the 2023 
film, Killers of the Flower Moon. 

 Gladstone is from the Blackfeet Nation 
located in Montana. During her acceptance 
speech, Gladstone spoke some of her Blackfeet 
language. 
“She really broke down a lot of doors for us. 
There have been actors trying to do that for 
decades. This win, it’s historic and it’s big,” In-
digenous theatre artist Skyler Anderson said. 

“This is for every little rez kid, every little urban 
kid, every little native kid who has a dream,” 
Gladstone said. 

 Jennifer Dawn Bishop, the Artistic Direc-

tor from the Gor-
don Tootoosis 
Nokaniwin Thea-
tre said there 
likely will be an 
increased inter-
est in the arts 
from Indigenous 
people.  

“It’s about time. 
It’s inspirational 
to see our people 
up on stage, our 
languages,” she 
said. 

 Although the win was big, Anderson says 
local changes need to be made to get an Indig-
enous winner on the big stage. 

“Typically roles we are offered aren’t Indige-
nous, these characters aren’t brown, so we 
have to fit our way into these roles,” Anderson 
said. 

 Bishop says insecurities about acting re-
sumes or levels of training may be holding In-
digenous actors back from pursuing bigger 
roles. However, she is positive about opportu-
nities gradually appearing. 

“The door is slowly opening. I can only hope 
that door is blown wide open some day,” Bish-
op said. 

Gladstone is also nominated for an Academy 
Award in the Leading Actress category. The Os-
cars are scheduled for March 10, 2024.  

Mick Favel– CTV  NEWS REGINA  
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