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ALBERTA INDIGENOUS GAMES 2023 

 

Another amazing year of the Alberta Indige-

nous Games (A.I.G) came to end on Saturday August 

19, 2023! This year, Ermineskin Cree Nation had over 

70 youth members participate in this year’s games, 

ranging from different age groups and many sports 

categories such as soccer, volleyball, ball hockey and 

many others! A closing ceremony was held in the 

evening of August 19th at Rundle Park Family Centre, 

open to all participants, attendee’s and family!  

 Congratulations to all of our ECN Youth who 

got the opportunity to play and even win medals in 

the Alberta Indigenous Games 2023!! Huge thank you 

going out to all of the facilitators, those who made 

donations, all of the amazing coaches and assistant 

coaches, and of course, all of the athletes who partici-

pated in this year's games! 

 

Please be aware our staff in the Communica-

tions Department tried our best to catch as many 

games and we were allotted. It wasn't our intention to 

miss any games! Please see highlights on page 2. 
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“Accessibility. Little to no cost. Inclusivity. Be-

ing able to provide opportunities to the youth, 

while building a brotherhood, a community 

amongst the young people in a healthy way is a 

feat of its own. The Bear Hills Basketball Club 

continues to grow every single year. 11 teams, 

135 youth. I am so proud of Klevlin Cutknife for 

his selflessness, his determination and his abil-

ity to just show up for the kids. They can see it 

and feel it. I am proud this man is the father of 

my boys and continues to be a positive, sober 

role model for the youth. Keep being deadly 

Klevlin” - Ainsley Rain 

 

“Thank you so much Klevlin Cutknife our Maskwacis 

Youth we’re looking good in their jerseys. Thank you 
to all of our amazing coaches. We have so many 

amazing Basketball players!” – Erika Johnson 

 

“Thanks coach Klevlin Cutknife for hooking 

Chestin up he had so much fun!  (He) Klevlin 

loves his team and coaches Bronze medal for 

Bear hill boys." - Matthew Many Guns 

 
Way to go Bear Hills U15 My Kimowan enjoyed him-

self. He's looking forward to next year. BRONZE con-

gratulations!!” -Vanessa Omeasoo 

 

“Bronze for U11 team 2. They Worked hard all 4 

days. couldn’t ask for a better group!” -Coach 

Lyn and coach Jada 

 

“My daughter Tenesha and I had a great time coach-
ing the U-11 girls. We lost in the finals 11-18 against 
Grey horse. The girls showed great sportsmanship 
and heart throughout the tournament. They never 
gave up and played hard right to the final buzzer. 
Congratulations on your silver medal at 2023 Alberta 
Indigenous Games!!! I really hope your young lady’s 
keep playing the game of basketball, the sky is the 

limit! “ -Coach Mike Lightning  

 

“Shout out to Lyn Potts on her team U11, that 

was the best game, the little ones were so awe-

some to watch and they were amazing!” - Cary 

Potts Desjarlais 

 

“The U15 Bearhills team won bronze with a buzzer 
beater! “Great game! A great bunch of upstanding 

youth that played their best! Congrats” - Azure John-

son 
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 On August 15th and 16th, 2023 Maskwacis 

Health Services held their annual Health Fair and 

Leadership Summit. The summit was open to the com-

munity of Maskwacis. This two (2) day event allowed 

for the departments of M.H.S to promote the services 

and programs they currently have. As well as  any up-

coming programs and services they are planning in the 

near future. They also shared, the many accomplish-

ments that each department has and the progression 

they have made!  

 Hawk Radio was also in attendance to broadcast 

the entire two (2) day event. Each department had a 

booth to answer any of the questions that community 

members may have had regarding their programs/

services.  In total there were fourteen (14)  booths set 

up. There was also many door prizes and draws to en-

ter with each department booth!  The mission of 

Maskwacis Health Services is to improve and provide 

quality holistic health programs and services to the 

Maskwacis Peoples. Maskwacis Health Services will 

provide the highest quality, comprehensive health 

care delivery system for all the members of the 

Maskwacis.  Maskwacis Health Services would  like to  

thank everyone that was in attendance as well as the 

staff, organizers, volunteers and caterers.  

 

Please follow MASKWACIS HEALTH SERVICES on Face-

book or  M.H.S  website www.mymhs.ca 

to stay up to date with programs and services!  

M.H.S ANNUAL HEALTH SUMMIT  
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 When the temperature rises in the dead of win-

ter, an Indian Summer is upon us and for a local artist, 

it reminds him of his mosom’s (grandfather) words — 

“you have to keep working, no matter what”, which 

inspired David Buffalo to continuing creating through 

the COVID pandemic. Until the pandemic, Buffalo had 

been teaching expressive art classes but had to give 

that up because they were in-person. “I tried doing 

them online, but it didn’t work. You have to be con-

nected to the people.” 

 In that time, he was able to find other work, but 

still had a passion to express himself through art and 

the words of his elders. 

Buffalo said he remembers when winter had settled in 

and Christmas had past and his late mosom was living 

with his family then. “I was always fascinated by him. 

At his old age he still provided for himself trapping 

throughout the year,” said Buffalo. “No matter the 

weather, mosum still went out to check his traps and 

come home. I remembered a bitter 

cold snap and sudden warmth. Mo-

sum shared to us, and mom translat-

ed the Cree. It is the start of neyhiyo 

summer there is a lot to do, all over, 

life is full and thriving in a good way.” 

 Buffalo said his late mosum was 

a historian and teacher. He never 

purchased anything to work on the 

skins, feathers and bones he collect-

ed all about the land. He fashioned 

those into beautiful works of art. 

Buffalo’s 14 mixed media pictures 

currently hanging on the wall of Maskwacis-

Wetaskiwin MLA Rick Wilson’s offices were created 

with that, and the advice of other elders in mind. “They 

would say do what you’re going to do in a good way, or 

don’t do it.” 

 Buffalo collected all the pictures in this series 

from discarded novels, magazine and news prints, recy-

cling the old pages into new artwork. “Mosum would-

n’t have known about global warming now. I cannot 

recall or remember the last Indian Summer we had in 

Maskwacis,” said Buffalo. 

 The collection will be on display until the middle 

of August. Buffalo is hoping to sell the creations as a 

collection and will be hosting a meet-and-greet at Wil-

son’s office.  

 

Article and Photo provided by: Christina Max—

Wetaskiwin Times  

LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASE’S ART COLLECTION 
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