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 CHIEF ERMINESKIN SPEAKS ON A.F.N 

 

 Any changes to the charter of the Assembly of 

First Nations must take into consideration treaty 

nations, said chiefs from Alberta. “How do we get 

our voice heard?” asked Cold Lake First Nation Chief 

Kelsey Jacko. “And when (a resolution) talks to trea-

ty rights, I have a big issue with it.” Twenty-three of 

the 25 Treaty 8 First Nations in Alberta have left the 

AFN. Presently Alberta, with multiple historical trea-

ties that pre-date the province, has no regional chief 

representing First Nations on the AFN executive.   

 On July 11th, the first day of the AFN’s three-

day annual general assembly in Halifax, members of 

the Chiefs’ Committee on Charter Renewal present-

ed information on the work they had undertaken to 

date. The charter sets out the rules for the AFN and 

was adopted in 1982 as a guiding and legally-binding 

document for the operation and existence of the 

AFN. The chiefs’ committee was created in 2017 to 

review the charter. However, terms of reference for 

the work were not approved by the AFN executive 

committee until 2019. 
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 Jacko’s views have also been expressed 

by proxy for Tsuut’ina Nation Regena Crowchild 

at numerous AFN assemblies. She voiced her 

concerns once more during the assembly. 

“Those resolutions that affect our treaty and 

inherent rights, how do you deal with those 

separate from the rest of the resolutions that 

affect all other chiefs?” she asked. “Because we 

do not give our consent and Tsuut’ina Nation 

has instructed AFN that you do not speak to our 

treaty and inherent rights.” “Let’s figure out 

why AFN exists. (It) is to uphold and promote 

our treaty and inherent rights and we’ve got off 

focus way too much in the last few years,” said 

Ermineskin First Nation Chief Randy Ermineskin. 

“That is one of the focuses that proposed changes to the 

charter is hoping to address,” said Khelsilem, chair of the 

chiefs’ committee. “We, in our country, have First Na-

tions, and we, over the last 40 years, have all as First Na-

tion communities grown and shifted in who we are. So, 

one of the things we are looking at is how do we create 

representation for groups like treaties,” he said in refer-

ence to a question about modern treaties. “There’s a 

number of nations that have done that nation rebuilding 

work and there’s no representation or spot (for) those 

types of arrangements in our structure. We want to look 

at ways to include that.” 

 Among the first questions on a survey that the 

committee is asking First Nations participants to respond 

to is whether, under the current charter, the AFN pro-

vides an “inclusive governance model” and “provides rep-

resentation for all nations.” In 2005, the AFN created a 

renewal commission which tabled a report with 57 rec-

ommendations. Only the recommendations that required 

minor modifications were implemented. Khelsilem said 

the chiefs’ committee used those recommendations to 

inform their work in order to bring “viable recommenda-

tions” forward. Recommendations fall under 12 catego-

ries, the majority of which deal with the governance of 

the advocacy organization. 

 “We believe it’s governance, governance, governance 

that will enable us to redirect the work of the Assembly 

of First Nations. We’re not here to tear the place apart. 

We’re here to rebuild and maybe do better. I call it build 

better,” said the committee’s newest member Brendan 

Mitchell, interim regional chief for Newfoundland. For 

ratification, each change will be presented individually. 

This process will allow individual aspects of the charter 

renewal to move forward even if others require further 

consultation. Now, said Mitchell, funding is required to 

undertake the extensive work that is still required to get 

feedback from past and present chiefs and councillors, 

community members, regional councils, technical staff, 

advisory council members and more. “There’s a lot of 

work left to be done in a little while,” said Mitchell. He 

pointed to the resolution that was on the floor which di-

rected the AFN Secretariat to “seek adequate resources … 

to facilitate the necessary engagement.” 

 Feedback will be incorporated into a final AFN 

charter report, which will be provided to both the execu-

tive committee and presented to chiefs at a future assem-

bly. While the resolution calls for the engagement on 

charter renewal to conclude by the December 2023, 

there is no timeframe as for when the work on the char-

ter will be completed. The resolution passed with a 

strong majority. 

Article Provided By: Shari Narine, Local Journalism Initia-

tive Reporter, Windspeaker.com  
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 On July 27th & 28th of 2023, the Post-Secondary 
Summer Work Experience students and Coordinator Mil-
lie Mackinaw attended Equine Horse Therapy - Manaciso 
“Way of Life” with Patrick Buffalo. There’s only one prob-
lem in our community, and that is the way we think the 
thought of our own beliefs. Everything starts with a 
thought. The way we think is what we create for life.  

 Post-Secondary students and Coordinator experi-
enced healing through energy and knowledge with how 
to release stress and trauma in a safe and non-intrusive 
way. Healing was described as “letting go.” They learned 
about how thoughts are energy, as energy is a language. 
All participants were taught that the opposite of fear is 
trust. The hurt, pain and trauma we are taught and given 
to us growing up or from conception and it is not our 
stuff to carry when someone is judgmental towards us, 
caused harm or trauma, as that is their own personal 
opinion or thought and not ours to take on that heavi-
ness. This is why it may be hard to trust, so we live in 
fear.  

 All participants were asked how could they make 
changes? The answer was by starting with ourselves by 
healing from our traumas. The program was mainly 
hands-on, they were taught to connect with the horses 
and set intentions with prayer by offering tobacco, ask-
ing the horse spirit to help. Whether it’s for physical 
health, mental health, depression, anger and grief or 
feeling hopeless/lost.   

 Overall, it was a beautiful experience and very 
beneficial for the post-secondary students and coordina-
tor. Students went there carrying the heaviness they 
were not aware of and left feeling good, happy and light. 

“If you are in need of trauma release; truly 
recommend you sign up for Manaciso “Way of 
Life.” “Definitely beneficial and extremely in-
teresting to be involved in a significant impact 
on someone’s life perspective.”- says Millie 
Mackinaw (Youth Employment Strategy Coor-
dinator). 

“I really liked it! I thought it was very informa-
tive and intriguing! One of the main takea-
ways from this workshop was the idea of in-
trospection and how to interpret thoughts, 
feelings, and intuition for the benefit of your-
self. To avoid any self-defeating statements 
that may harm your sense of identity/culture. 
I’ve learned how to be consciously aware of 

my feelings through a spiritual aspect which was defi-
nitely new to me because although I did learn about the 
psychology of self-defeating statements during universi-
ty, it lacked cultural or spiritual influence with it. This 
workshop introduced another side of psychology that I 
wasn’t aware of. And it was really good to be with the 
horses all day too,” explains Kihew Bailey-Lee.  

“I’ve gained knowledge behind our history with some-
one else’s experience before government was in the pic-
ture. I found that really interesting about how we got 
these labels/titles. Because I thought those “names” 
were ours because people normalized it. Names I’m talk-
ing about is ( First Nations, Indian, Indigenous etc.) I also 
picked up that healing doesn’t have to be a hard journey 
to start, and there is many ways to heal. I wouldn’t have 
thought healing through horses was an actual thing. But 
I found it very therapeutic.”  says Shanae Littlechild.  

Equine Horse Therapy - Manaciso “Way of Life” 
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 Recently “Deadly Dad’s Camp” hosted their sec-

ond (2nd) annual camping trip on July 25th to July 

29th, 2023. This years camping trip was in Jasper, Al-

berta. The camp is meant to bring fathers and their 

families closer while also creating fun camping memo-

ries. On the camping trip, all families had the chance 

to swim, adventure and even try cliff jumping at many 

great lakes such as Beauvert and Horsehoe Lake. Alt-

hough the weather conditions called for rain, many of 

the children and parents braved the cold to enjoy 

some swimming together. There we many other activi-

ties that had everyone involved such as cultural teach-

ings, sharing circles and even white water rafting! 

Throughout the time that was spent in the camp, facil-

itators had many lessons on self awareness, good rela-

tionships, accountability and building a connection.  

“This year's camp was possible because of our con-

sistency over the past few years and the effort of eve-

ryone involved. Next year, our plan is to look early and 

book as soon as possible. We plan to choose a more 

suitable weekend for families that does not interfere 

with holidays and local events. There are lots of in-

sights to build on and learn from as we continue to 

build connections and support families in Maskwacis. 

We’d like to thank our partners and sponsors including 

Videa, the Indigenous Peoples’ Resilience Fund, Er-

mineskin Cree Nation, and the Maskwacis Maternal, 

Child, and Family Wellbeing Research Group.”  

Photo’s/Highlights provided by: Deadly Dads: 

Maskwacîs Men's Support Program  

DEADLY DADS FAMILY CAMP  

https://www.facebook.com/DeadlyDadsMaskwacis?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUk8U-bqwxr9uWR7R2tk9Ms3xYasNHvdO70pw2rwADgnyKUrIuXD6jRqjrJtklCJ24-fv2FdXTrBry6mADqEA4x25XP65vFQVfeGeBlNBd3x0VYrwAw6XFp6PX-9yhlrWa9pZqoNPFqnW9BXiV0ifRn&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/DeadlyDadsMaskwacis?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUk8U-bqwxr9uWR7R2tk9Ms3xYasNHvdO70pw2rwADgnyKUrIuXD6jRqjrJtklCJ24-fv2FdXTrBry6mADqEA4x25XP65vFQVfeGeBlNBd3x0VYrwAw6XFp6PX-9yhlrWa9pZqoNPFqnW9BXiV0ifRn&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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One year ago, Peyasu Wuttunee stood at a sa-

cred fire in Maskwacis, Alta., next to residential school 

survivors and their family members. He was there to 

offer support as people dried their tears with tissues, 

placed them in paper bags, and burned them. It was a 

symbol of healing for some after they listened to Pope 

Francis speak at length about the lasting harms of resi-

dential schools for Indigenous people, and tell the as-

sembled crowd: "I am deeply sorry." 

Wuttunee, the manager of Maskwacis counsel-

ling and support services, said there was a significant 

increase in people reaching out for mental-health re-

sources in the two months after the Pope's visit. It was 

something the organization prepared for, knowing many 

people would feel the impact of trauma resurfacing. "My 

sense is that the younger people had more of a struggle 

with it," he said of the aftermath of the Pope's apology. 

"The older people, or the survivors, at least the ones in 

attendance, were open to that healing. Whereas the 

younger generation were a little bit more angry about it, 

the colonial past." 

As a year passes since the pontiff made his 

"penitential pilgrimage" to Canada, Wuttunee said the 

apology was one step in a healing journey for some. But 

it was also just one of the Truth and Reconciliation Com-

mission's 94 calls to action, and "there's a whole bunch 

more to go." After the Pope spoke in Maskwacis on July 

25, 2022, he visited the Sacred Heart Church of the First 

Peoples in Edmonton, and travelled to Lac Ste. Anne, a 

sacred site for several First Nations and nearby Métis 

settlements, during the annual pilgrimage to the lake. 

Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation Chief Tony Alexis said the 

Pope's apology, and the subsequent repudiation of the 

Doctrine of Discovery this year, fulfil some of the long-

standing demands of the head of the Catholic Church. 

The Doctrine of Discovery is a legal concept, backed by 

15th-century papal bulls, that justified Europeans' claim-

ing of Indigenous lands. But a year later, "I don't see the 

true impact of it," Alexis said. "The Church could do 

more of building that bridge of that reconciliation." As a 

chief, he said his responsibility is to reflect the varied 

reactions and mixed emotions that persist among his 

people. "We can go on any one of those paths and each 

one would have its own story," he said. 

MASKWACIS POPE ANNIVERSARY: ONE YEAR LATER 
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“For the Catholic faith, a miracle has happened that Pope 

Francis came here. For the ones that are harmed, we 

could say that it's not enough, and so there's much work 

that needs to be done. And for the ones that practice 

their ceremonies and so on, for them, they will not be 

told how to behave again." Ermineskin Cree Nation mem-

ber Josh Littlechild watched the Pope's address remotely 

with his father, a residential school survivor. Littlechild is 

also the nephew of Honorary Chief Wilton Littlechild of 

Ermineskin Cree Nation, a former Truth and Reconcilia-

tion Commission member who was among the Indigenous 

delegates who travelled to Rome last spring to ask that 

the Pope apologize for the Church's role in the residential 

school system in Canada. Josh Littlechild said it took time 

for him to process his own reaction to hearing Pope Fran-

cis's words last year. But he imagines children studying 

the impact of the visit decades from now, and says he 

feels optimistic about change for the future. But he points 

to another significant moment — when the Pope was 

about to fly back to Rome, and he acknowledged that the 

forced assimilation of Indigenous children in residential 

schools was genocide.  

"I didn't use the word genocide because it didn't come to 

mind but I described genocide," Pope Francis told report-

ers. 

"We did survive a genocide," Littlechild said. "So that 

acknowledgement that comes with truth and reconcilia-

tion — the truth came out. "In my opinion, more and 

more people in Canada just have to plainly call it what it 

is. It's a genocide." 

Luci Johnson, a Samson Cree Nation member and day 

school survivor, attended the pontiff's apology in person. 

She spoke up against the Pope's presence at the time, and 

she still feels the apology came far too late for many who 

suffered at residential schools, including both her parents, 

who are now deceased. But she said ultimately, she need-

ed to be there for her family. "The same day, I went to 

both where my mom is buried and where my grandmoth-

er is buried and I said, 'I saw the Pope for you.'" 

Luci Johnson, left, with her oldest daughter Paula Johnson

-Jefferson, at Pope Francis’s address in Maskwacis, Alta., 

on July 25, 2022. Johnson said she remains focused on 

tangible action that will help the generations of Indige-

nous people still suffering from the deep, lasting harms of 

residential schools. She said she still doesn't see nearly 

enough support for desperately needed prevention pro-

grams and efforts to help people reconnect with their cul-

ture and language. 

 

Littlechild, too, said there are more concrete steps he'd 

like to see. Lately, he said he's been thinking about how it 

should be a priority for services at the Catholic church in 

Maskwacis to be done in Cree. 

 

"I'm thinking, moving forward, the people who destroyed 

the language, that took it away, they should be responsi-

ble for putting it back now." Johnson said there will never 

be justice for what her parents experienced at residential 

schools. But she won't stop raising her voice 

about the work that she says the Catholic 

Church and the Canadian government still 

have to do. "Keep that 'sorry' going through 

the communities," she said. "If the people of 

the magnitude and power came in and say, 

'I know the Pope came in ... but how can I 

help you?' "We don't see that. Once the fan-

fare's done, it's done." 

 

Article provided by: Madeline Smith- CBC 

NEWS 



Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Ohpahowipîsim Mitâtaht 

8 

A.I.G OPENING CEREMONY  

 "In Recognition of Ermineskin Athletes As we are 

well into summer months, there are always sporting 

activities, training and tryouts and for all of our stu-

dents your school/college choices are important wheth-

er it be for sports or academics. It takes a lot of deter-

mination and commitment to reach personal goals. As 

an athlete I can say that it also took a lot of sacrifices. 

Today I wish to commend all our Ermineskin member 

athletes who are reaching a milestone. Those NAIG ath-

letes who represented Maskwacis in Halifax and now 

those who will be competing at the Alberta Indigenous 

Games. Good luck, play hard and have fun. On a per-

sonal note, I wish to congratulate my grandson Kaiden 

Larocque Wolfe for signing to the Ontario Junior Reign 

team and also to his parents Cayla and Kyle for all their 

fundraising to help him reach his goal. Stay committed 

Kaiden. To all Ermineskin parents and caregivers, con-

tinue to support and encourage our youth. Enjoy the 

rest of the summer!" says Chief Randy Ermineskin.  

 On behalf of Ermineskin Cree Nation, we would 

like to express our excitement for all of the youth who 

will be competing in this year's Alberta Indigenous 

Games! You are all so talented, and we know that you 

will make your friends, family and Nation very proud in 

these coming weeks. We encourage you to do your 

best, play your hardest, and most importantly, HAVE 

FUN!  
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