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Truth And Reconciliation, One Step At A Time 

 

On September 28th Ermineskin held its official Or-

ange Shirt Day Event. The event started by giving 

everyone their orange shirts and asking those who 

were willing to participate to write the names of 

someone effected by the terrible conditions of the 

residential schools on a piece of paper shaped like 

an orange shirt. There were a large number of  par-

ticipants from all age groups and quite a few vol-

unteers who assisted with distributing the shirts 

and coordinated the event. After everyone had 

their shirts, everyone began walking a short dis-

tance to the residential school memorial stone lo-

cated in front of the Ermineskin High school. It was 

here that stories and testimonies regarding the 

residential schools were told by guest speakers as 

well as the importance of healing, moving forward 

and how to begin your own healing journey. A 

small lunch was then given out as the event came 

to a close. We would like to extend our gratitude 

to the RCMP, drum group, guest speakers, and vol-

unteers who made this event happen and we hope 

to see such a large turnout next year.  
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National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (named in 

2021), also known as Orange Shirt Day, is a day that 

recognizes the heartbreaking history of Canadian 

Residential Schools, the missing children, the fami-

lies left behind, and of course the survivors of these 

institutions. It has been a year since the child re-

mains at the former Kamloops Indian  Residential 

School have been found, and the search of many 

other former residential schools began. This has had 

major impacts across Canada, and continue to effect 

us today.  This day continues to grow across the 

county, with more participants and support from 

Canadians as a whole. Awareness grew so much we 

even had a highly controversial visit and apology 

from the pope. On September 30th, every year, we 

come together for the survivors, the ones who didn’t 

come home, and the many families who have experi-

enced heartbreak from the lasting trauma from 

these residential schools. Those who spoke at the 

event showed extreme courage sharing their stories 

with the public. We appreciate those who came to 

the event, walked with us, showed support, as well 

as grieved and healed with one another. This day is 

not easy, but it is important, not only to First Nations 

people, but to all Canadians and those across Turtle 

Island. We hope that this day continues to shed a 

light on the history of First Nations Peoples, and edu-

cate future generations.  

 

The Growing Recognition of Orange Shirt Day 
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  On October 1st we held the official Inauguration Cer-

emony for our new and returning Chief and Council 

Members. Things started off with a pipe ceremony and 

then moved on to the official signing of documents 

marking the start of their new terms, and finally ended 

with a few short speeches given on the nature of their 

terms. 

  Craig spoke first “its an honor to be here for our 

nation. Our elders said it’s a good start for all of us, we 

just need to move forward and to keep working to-

gether on things. With all that’s started here today I 

hope we can start working together.. I’d like to thank 

shoes of you who are here and the councilors for their 

support.” 

 The next Councilor to speak was May Ermineskin

- “ I’d like to thank my “dream team” whose helped 

me so much with my campaign and while I was out 

there on my campaign I just want to share that I met 

so many beautiful people and made so many beautiful 

memories. They were good to me when I was 

talking to them and they shared some beauti-

ful stories from their lives with me which I  

really appreciated. I would drive home at the 

end of my day of campaigning and think back 

on them. So I look forward to working hard 

for my people I believe strongly in working 

hard, and ive always done that in my job and 

I look forward to working for Ermineskin and 

going in the right direction that we should be 

going. There are many issues we are current-

ly facing that our on our agenda and that we 

will be dealing with. One of the ones I’m most passion-

ate about are treaty rights ,for my grand children and 

for the grand children of others”  

 Next they started calling returning councilors to 

speak and they led with Clayton Wildcat - “Id like to 

thank everybody and celebrate our new and reelected 

council members as well as our past generation. Id like 

to thank Mary Stoney for nomitaing me, shes an elder 

of ECN, and the second person who nominated me 

Marcella Little Child. They trusted me to lead them 

again for a second term and I appreciate that. As this 

new year comes Id like to move and protect all of us 

because of the things that are changing right now in 

the world. Id like to thank my wife and kids for keeping 

me going through my past 3 years on council. Id also 

like to say thank you to everybody the elders. Hai Hai.” 

 We closed with a statement from Ryan Ermine-

skin- “Id like to thank those of you who have lent us 

your support and who have come with us on this jour-

ney. I greatly look forward to working with the newly 

elected councilors. I’ve had many teachers id like to 

thank, one of which was my dad among many others.  

They’ve helped me see this through and fight for our 

rights and the things we all believe in. I look forward to 

this journey and id like to thank all of you for coming 

along, Hai Hai.” 

 The full speeches have been uploaded to the 

official Ermineskin Youtube and have also been up-

loaded to the Ermineskin Facebook 

ECN’s Councillor Inauguration 
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   CREE CORNER 
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ᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀ ᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀ ᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀ ᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀᓀ ᓀᓀᓀᓀ ᓀᓀᓀᓀ   And  

NHS recently hosted 

their parade of pro-

gram graduates, an 

event held to high-

light the accomplish-

ments of those who 

have completed one 

of their various pro-

grams. Those programs cover a wide variety of sub-

jects including small engine repair, office technology, 

make up, gel nail/pedicure, adult literacy, adult up-

grading, GED program, and a women's trade pro-

gram. We’d like to thank the NHS staff who work to 

provide these im-

portant programs as 

well as congratulate  

the graduates who 

put in the work to 

complete them. 

We’ve dedicated the 

next two pages to 

the graduates of these programs and hope to see 

many more participants in the future! For more in-

formation on how to sign up when the next program 

becomes available contact NHS via email at crys-

tal@ermineskin.ca or by phone at 780-585-3835. 

NHS Program Graduate Parade 

Treaty Six Day Celebration 

In Ermineskin, September 25th is 

recognized as Bobtail Day, Annu-

al holiday to honor Chief Bobtail 

& Treaty No. 6. The treaty was 

first signed in 1876 at Fort Carl-

ton, Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 

by Plain and Wood Cree, Assini-

boine, and other tribes. An Adhesion to Treaty 6 

was signed by Chief Bobtail of Maskwacis on Sep-

tember 25th, in 

1877 at Blackfoot 

Crossing at the 

Bow River, (Siksika 

Nation). Ermineskin 

Celebrated 146 

years since Chief 

Bobtail signed The 

Treaty on September 

25th, 2022  We had 

an amazing day that 

started with an El-

ders Prayer. It was followed by  a drum group and a 

drive-thru lunch. A special thank you to all the vol-

unteers, the Ermineskin Industrial Relations Depart-

ment, the Panee Staff, and of course all those who 

came out to celebrate with us. Councillors Nina 

Makinaw and Clayton Wildcat came to show their 

support as well and celebrate with the nation. As 

we approach the 150th anniversary of the signing 

we hope to see an even larger turnout in the com-
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Louise Saddleback - Women in Trades (RDP) 

  

Ryan Morin - 

Small Engine Repair (NAIT)  

Tyrese Omeasoo - 

Small Engine Repair 

(NAIT)  

Joseph Morin-Wolfe - 

Small Engine Repair 

(Nait) 
Gavin Cutarm - Small Engine Repair 

Jarron Evert - 

Small Engine Re-

pair (Nait)  

James Wolfe - Small En-

gine Repair (Nait)  

Fabian Ro-

wan - Small 

Engine Re-

Antonio Babich - 

Small Engine Repair 

(NAIT) 
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Tansi Omeasoo - Women in Trades (RDP) 

  

Arieanne Smallboy. Makeup level 1 

Tylen Ward - Makeup Level-

1 (Delmar College) 

Samantha Si-

mon-Morin. 

Make-up level 

1 (Delmar Col-

lege) 

Louise Saddleback - 

Women in Trades (RDP) 

Keenan Fraynn - GED Prep 

(Norquest college-

Wetaskiwin) 

Harvey Redbear - adult 

Wynn Whitebear - Women in 

Kaylene Bruno - Adult Upgrading 

Tansi Omeasoo - Women 
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A perspective on trauma and healing 

(Edmonton) –  The Edmonton Public Library and 

the Jewish Federation of Edmonton are proud to 

host Saskatchewan artist Carol Wylie and Saddle 

Lake Indigenous Educator Terri Cardinal to dis-

cuss their perspectives on survival and healing 

from the Holocaust and residential schools. 

 This event is in conjunction with Carol 

Wylie’s art installation, They didn’t know we were 

seeds, which will be on display at the Stanley A. 

Milner Library from September 29 through No-

vember 25, 2022. This large-scale portrait series 

honours those lost in residential schools and the 

Holocaust, as well as survivors and intergenera-

tional survivors. 

 Wylie states in her project/artist statement: 

Both Indigenous survivors and Jewish survivors  

speak of a solidarity forged from the shared need 

to find ways of healing personal and generational 

trauma in the wake of horrendous abuse and 

attempted genocide, and to educate. 

 The event will be held in the Muttart Thea-

tre on the basement floor of the Stanley A. 

Milner Library. 

 After the discussion, guests are invited up to 

the first floor PÎYÊSÎW WÂSKÂHIKAN for tea, 

coffee and desserts. 

 About the presenters: Carol Wylie has en-

gaged in an active art practice for thirty years, 

exclusively working with portrait and figuration. 

She holds an MFA from the Vermont College of 

Fine Arts, a BFA in studio art and BA in psycholo-

gy from the University of Saskatchewan. She re-

sides in Saskatoon, SK and divides her time be-

tween personal 

practice, teaching 

drawing and 

painting for Hues  

Art Supply, and art 

education at Remai 

Modern Art Gallery 

of Saskatchewan. 

 Wapekihêw 

Iskwew, Terri Car-

dinal is from Sad-

dle Lake Cree Nation in Treaty 6 Territory. She is 

currently the Indian Residential School Coordina-

tor for University nuhelot’įne thaiyots’į nistamey-

imâkanak Blue Quills, which is located on a for-

mer residential school site. She has previously 

worked in First Nations communities developing 

and implementing cultural programming for In-

digenous families while mentoring front line 

workers in the Health and Social Work field. Terri  

acknowledges her learning and connection to 

Cree Worldview from the University nuhelot’įne 

thaiyots’į nistameyimâkanak Blue Quills where 

she completed her first two degrees (BGS & 

IBSW). Terri’s research and passion focuses on 

ceremony is healing, Indigenous social work, 

identity and Indigenous land-based learning. 

 This program is supported by the Isadore 

and Florence Burstyn Memorial Fund, KSW Calga-

ry Holocaust Education & Commemoration En-

dowment Fund. 

 

-article taken from www.albertanativenews.com/ 
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