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Pope Francis Apologizes To All Residential School Survivors. 

 

On July 25, 2022 History was made when 
Pope Francis made his way across the globe 
to give his sincerest apologies to all residen-
tial school survivors who had gone through 
the hardships and hurtles that the system 
had forced them to go through. Upon the 
arrival of his visit he began with a prayer in 
the Ermineskin Church and a stop to the 
Ermineskin burial grounds. There he sat in 
sadness and sorrow and did one final pray-
er before heading back into the arbor 

where thousands of people stood awaiting 
for their long overdue apology. Once the 
Pope was escorted into the arbor (Bear 
Park) he was greeted by Chiefs of the four 
bands. There they welcomed him and fol-
lowed him to the stage where he sat. and 
began his apologies. “I humbly beg for-
giveness for the evil committed by so many 
Christians against the indigenous people”. 
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Before the pope 
had left an In-
digenous wom-
an had come 
out of the 
crowd spontane-
ously and began 
to sing a song 
that is titled the 
four directions 
of wind. she 
sang in the tune 
of “Oh Canada” 
the Canadian 

National Anthem. This woman goes by 
the name of Si Pih Ko, and is Ogichidaa 
Kwe From Manitoba. Many people were 
confused of the tune that this young 
woman had sang as it didn't sound like 

anything close to what the lyrics in the 
Anthem convey. All together slowly but 
surely the people in the crowd could un-
derstand what she was saying, and col-
lectively realized that none of what she 
sang was about the Anthem. But was 
instead admonishing the Pope for the 
terrible, disturbing and dastardly deeds 
that was committed within these schools. 
“Our land was pure before the  church’s 
arrival to our land.” she stated in the in-
terviews of national T.V.  

A statement from Stephanie Ambroise 
giving us a rough translation as to what 
Si Pih Ko said: “She said something like… 
- Take your men and go home and 
write the wrongs of the past..”    

 

“Thank You to all our community members who volunteered their time and service 
during such a historic event. From the band office liaisons, bus drivers, security, 
mental health and medical services, minders, etc.… and everyone there. You did a 
phenomenal job looking after ALL of us who attended. It is much appreciated. Ay 
hyi kahkeeyaw”.  - Chrystal M. Buffalo. 

“I hope this visit brings comfort to all who needed it. To all the elders who trav-
eled across the country, across the rez wherever. I hope you are at peace. The 
coming to my reservation was a big deal, something like this has never and proba-
bly never will happen again and I’m happy for Maskwacis.  - Jolayne Danielle. 

 

“This moment was truly gut-wrenching, the bringing of the red banner of four 
thousand children who were lost to their families. - Kenlan 

“So far I realized I am still angry so if there is any healing from my anger it will 
have to come from seeing the Holy father. My greatest on going concern is that 
He needs to dismantle the doctrine of Discovery. Hoping that will be a future task 
for him. We have much healing to do in our community and I always believe this 
has to be done together. I cried three days straight when two hundred and fifteen 
children were found in Kamloops last year. We have that and other horrific discov-
eries in our communities to come to terms with. So best of luck for us for tomor-
row and for sure may the creator be with us! - Murial Lee. 

    These quotes were taken from Facebook. 

  A Thank You To Those Who Have Volunteered  
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       A Thank You To Our Elders . 

We would like to say a special thanks to 
our elders for sharing their stories about 
their trauma and their experiences that 
stem from Residential schools, along with 
those who have suffered with them in 
Day schools. Thank you all for breaking 
the cycles and helping the younger gen-

erations within our community with heal-
ing within intergenerational trauma. For 
those of you who still struggle with cop-
ing or talking about your experiences 
please dial: 1-855-242-3310 for help and 
understanding. Hai Hai.  

We are very appreciative to all who 
have shared their stories with many in-
terviews and other media newsletters, 
as we know how hard and heartbreak-
ing it was for you to speak out and re-
live those experiences. 

These photos are from the interviews 
that elders had cooperated in. To 
speak out on how the Pope visit could 
and would affect them, and a story 
from their experience as a residential 
school Survivor.  
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   CREE CORNER 
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Panee Rodeo Classic 

 Isaac Ermineskin, Treyanna wild-

cat Dasia littlechild. 

Terry Ermineskin, Shanita Evert, 

Dario Littlechild, Jace Littlechild, 

Stuart Whitebear. 

Layla Auguilar-Morin, Daylyn Buf-

falo, Lucus Littlechild, Serena Lit-

tlechild, Jukian Minde, Jud Moore, 

Elias Nepoose, Tason Omeasoo, Aa-

ron Wildcat, Kassidy Wolf-

Rattlesnake. 

Panee Rodeo Classic! Was a hit for the local cowboys and cowgirls as they watched 
the shows chalk full of Chariots, Chuck wagons and Bronco riders. The crowd was 
glued to their seats as they watched the races go round cheering for everyone who 
was either in a wagon or on top one of the many Broncos they had on for show.  

Congratulations graduates of 

2022! 
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DeAnne Lightning & Jenelle Lightning 
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Panee Rodeo Dance 

 

As a side event to the standard 
fair of the Panee Rodeo Classic 
event, a dance was put on. We 
wanted to give a special thanks 
to all the Summer Students 
who've helped everyone set up.   

The event was a blast and had 
everyone every one on their 
feet and dancing, it was a big 
step forward as it was a refresh-
ing return to form that we hope 
to see more of as the Covid-19 
Pandemic tapers off.  
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