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Cheering On The Youth In The Alberta Indigenous Games! 

 

2022 AIG Record Breaking Registration Numbers 4,000+ 

athletes at this year’s Alberta Indigenous Games! 

2022 AIG Sports Categories: Ball Hockey /Baseball/

Volleyball/ Cross Country/ Beach Volleyball/ Rugby/ Ca-

noe/ Kayak/ Hand games/ Soccer/ Athletics/ Golf/ Ar-

chery/ Basketball / Fast Pitch/ Lacrosse! 

Come out to watch your Maskwacis youth athletes!  

Show some support and let them hear your cheers! 

“Latest News! Exciting new partnership with Baller TV! 

Families & friends back home in their communities will 

now be able to have the option to purchase a subscrip-

tion to be able to watch many of our sports games live 

streamed! For sure all of Basketball, Volleyball, with a 

potential up to 8 other sports!!!  

You will be able to watch all the games of all the sports 

on your phone, iPad, computer or share via screenshare 

on your TV for one set rate to be determined that is 

reasonable. Also with the subscription you will be able to 

have a recording of all your athletes/teams games to 

download and to save! Has capability to even create a 

highlight reel! We are also sharing this with the University 

& College coaches for scouting opportunities for our old-

er talented youth!  

Neat feature to be able to stay in touch with your kids 

games, you will now be able to watch the kids and 

teams and cheer them on while they play live or if you 

have to miss the live games you can still watch it rec-

orded later on! “AIG CEO Jake Hendy 

Games will in and around Edmonton from August 12 to 

18th, 2022.  
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Are You Ready For Back To School? 

 Going back to school can be a 
stressful and struggling moment for par-
ents and guardians. Watching their chil-
dren grow up and becoming independ-
ent. The feeling can be unbearable and 
overwhelming. With the mixed emotions 
of Anxiety, Fear and Loss. Here are 
some helpful tips and tricks to help with 
those overwhelming thoughts and feel-
ing of your little ones leaving the nest 
and beginning their own little path of 
kindergarten here is what you can do: 

1. Ensure your child has been full rested 
and has eaten their breakfast as it is 
the most important meal of the day! 

2. Stay positive and think of happy 
thoughts as this is the proudest mo-
ment for your child. 

3. Encourage and excite them on what 
they will be learning inside class.  

4. Don’t leave without saying goodbye 
and keep it brief and momentarily. 

Hopefully these help you and your child. 
 Be Sure to stop by at the 
Maskwacis Cree Senior High School 
(Formerly Ninishkonahk Secondary 
School) for a fun celebration for Er-
mineskins students for back to school. 
This is a great opportunity for these  
young students to get re-acquainted 
with their fellow students. Summer is 
nearly over, and they will soon be in 
their classrooms continuing their studies 
once again.  
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TORNADO SAFETY Advisory 

As of late you may have noticed a sud-
den surge in tornado warnings and or 
watches, we would like to clarify the 
difference between the two as well as 
what you can do both to prepare in 
advance for a tornado and what to do 
during an active tornado. The key differ-
ence between a tornado warning and a 
tornado watch is a tornado watch indi-
cates a high probability of a tornado 
happening while a tornado warning is 
alerting you to a tornado in progress. 
When a tornado warning is issued you 
typically have around 15 minutes to 
find cover. A tornado preparedness kit 
should meet your 10 basic disaster sur-
vival needs, those being; water, non-
perishable food, breathing protection, 
first aid, shelter, warmth, communica-
tion, light, tools, sanitation and hygiene. 
We have taken the liberty of providing 
an example checklist below.  

  In the event that a tornado is ap-
proaching it is advised that you take 

shelter on the ground floor or prefera-
bly basement of the building you are in 
while ensuring you are away from any 
windows or doors to the outside. If you 
are driving or are in a mobile home 
seek shelter elsewhere, over 50% of all 
deaths caused by tornado happen in 
mobile homes. If no nearby shelter is 
available attempt to find a ditch and 
lay in it keeping your body as low to 
the ground as possible. Protect your 
head as best you can from any flying 
debris and be prepared to move if 
needed. If possible avoid buildings with 
widespan roofs such as gymnasiums, 
churches, or auditoriums as those build-
ings have a high possibility of collapsing. 
If such a building is your only available 
shelter try to take cover under a sturdy 
structure such as a table or desk. To 
report a tornado if you are able please 
call 1-800-239-0484  
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   CREE CORNER 
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 Ermineskin Staff  Golf Fundraisers 

Ribbon Skirt Making 

 On August 9th, 2022 K.K.I 
(Kanawemahwasowin Kamik) hosted one 
of their many events at the N.O.K 
(Neyaskweyahk Okimaw Kamik) build-
ing. Community members were instruct-
ed on how to create ribbon skirts. The 
skirts are traditionally worn and sewn 

with ribbons as they had in the past. 
Marleigh Cutarm one of the participants 
created her first ribbon skirt and also 
created a matching ribbon skirt for her 
baby girl. They both have matching rib-
bon skirts to wear at traditional events 
and ceremonies.  

ECN Staff Golf has 

two draws opening 

today! In person pur-

chasing only. Tickets 

are available at the 

main administrative 

building. Let security 

know and they will 

direct you to the ap-

propriate offices.  

During the time of 

the fundraising 

events, offices will be 

closed on September 

1st, 2022.  
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Continued interviews of the Pope Visit 

Survivor Seeks Denunciation of Doctrine of Discovery  

By Jeffrey Heyden-Kaye 

Witnessing Pope Francis’s apology to Canada’s First Nations for 

the legacy of the Indian Residential Schools was important to 

survivor Cara Currie Hall.  

Cara, who is originally from Maskwacis but lives in the United 

States, told reporters just days before the Pope’s apology on 

July 25, that it was important for her to be a witness.  

“My family comes from here, my mother, father, from here, 

and my grandparents are all from here,” said Cara.  

As a family member of parents who suffered under the Indian 

Residential School system (Cara was also a day-school student), 

Cara educated German television reporters about why Pope 

Francis’s apology was so significant. She pointed to the Doctrine 

of Discovery, a Papal Bull written in 1943 that set the future of 

all the world’s Indigenous Peoples including those on Turtle 

Island.   

Cara wanted 

the Pope to 

renounce the 

doctrine. “It 

was the basis 

of all of the 

racist legisla-

tion around 

the world,” she 

told reporters.  

The doctrine 

allowed the 

taking of lands 

and resources 

so long as the 

inhabitants 

were also 

turned to the 

Catholic faith.  

“That allowed 

governments 

to take our lands and resources it did not acknowledge us as 

human beings,” said Cara. 

One line in the doctrine confirms her comments: “... that the 

health of souls be cared for and that barbarous nations be over-

thrown and brought to the faith itself.” 

Within the doctrine there is mention of the lands and their pre-

cious resources and the need to take advantage of those re-

sources.  

For Cara, the presence of Prime Minister Trudeau, who was not 

asked to speak, and Mary Simon, the Governor General of Can-

ada and representative of the Queen, was also significant.  

Her parents and grandparents had no choice but to attend an 

Indian Residential School because it was a legislative decision. 

These were people who were removed from their families for 

extended periods of time and who lived in atrocious conditions, 

added Cara.  

“To hear the Pope and to know he's coming here for this sort of 

business is critically important, once again to correct history 

and to bring justice,” she stated. 

The significance of Pope Francis’s visit cannot be understated. 

Cara reminded reporters that the Pope and Catholic church 

carry a large amount of authority. She sees this type of action 

as a benefit for future generations such as for her children and 

grandchildren. “They will not have to live with that oppression.” 

“We are people that are spiritual, we understand our relation-

ship with the creator. We are people of the land. We know we 

have souls, and all people do,” said Cara.  

 

Learning About Her Parents’ Past 

Cara learned after her mother passed away the suffering her 

parents faced.  

Cara’s father went to Indian Residential School when he was 

five and he was raped by a nun, but he was never able to articu-

late what happened to him. Her mother was beaten as a young 

girl, so violently that she was knocked unconscious.   

“And she was put in an infirmary,” explained Cara. “And this is 

in her record.” 

“I wondered, what could a little child do that warranted some-

thing so violent?” asked Cara.  

The significance of an apology is another thing that cannot be  

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/doctrine-discovery-1493#:~:text=The%20Bull%20stated%20that%20any,and%20that%20barbarous%20nations%20be
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-resources/spotlight-primary-source/doctrine-discovery-1493#:~:text=The%20Bull%20stated%20that%20any,and%20that%20barbarous%20nations%20be
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DeAnne Lightning & Jenelle Lightning 

understated. When Cara explained to her mother that then 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper apologized to Canada’s Indig-

enous Peoples, it was a significant moment.  

“She bawled, she cried. She cried so deeply she couldn't 

breathe,” said Cara. “She was trying to catch her breath and 

this sobbing was such a deep cry.” 

Her mother explained that she always wanted to have the 

chance to tell someone what they took from her. Cara felt 

hope and said that God had not forgotten them.  

“We're strong and resilient and the DNA of warriors runs 

through us,” said Cara. 

Making the Journey Home 

The very action of packing up and returning to Maskwacis 

was difficult because it meant revisiting old pains and being 

triggered by the stories of the past.  

She reminded reporters that some people would prefer not 

to see the Pope.  

“They don’t want the apology. They don’t want him to 

come,” she said.  

However, the apology will lead to action, or it should, stated 

Cara. “We need to move from apologies into action and we 

need to be able to find a way within ourselves to move from 

trauma, especially survivors.”  

“The depth of the trauma should not be underestimated.” 

Cara wants to see a full implementation of the Truth and 

Reconciliation Calls to Action. Pope Francis’s apology is num-

ber 58. Repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery is also on the 

list of Calls to Action and is mentioned no less than four 

different times in the Calls to Action.  

Some efforts in those Calls to Action has been made. Cara 

wants to see further action to work in good faith with Indige-

nous leaders as mutual partners to dismantle past legislative 

action against Canada’s Indigenous Peoples. She’d like to see 

that action in the United States as well.  

Despite anticipation for the renunciation of the Doctrine of 

Discovery, Pope Francis did not make mention of it during his 

visit. However, he did admit in an interview with reporters on 

his return to Rome that his descriptions of the assimilation of 

Canada’s Indigenous Peoples in Indian Residential Schools 

were like genocide.  

Ermineskin Cree Nation 

would like to extend the 

warmest welcome to our 

new Director of Finance, 

Prabodh Regmi. Mr. Reg-

mi started working for 

the nation on July 29th 

2022. He is from Edmon-

ton Alberta. Raj came to 

Canada on 2007 as an 

international student and 

is now a Canadian citizen. 

He lives in Edmonton 

with his wife and two 

kids. Specializing in Fi-

nance and Accounting, he 

has an MBA from UofA 

(2009). He is designated 

CGA CPA (2016) and 

CAFM (2020). He has over 

a decade’s experience in 

Accounting. His email 

address 

prabodh@ermineskin.ca. 

Welcome 
New Staff 
Member 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/pope-francis-residential-schools-genocide-1.6537203
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/pope-francis-residential-schools-genocide-1.6537203
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Samson Powwow  

The Samson powwow will be happening 
this weekend at the Bear Park; showcas-
ing our dancers, singers and the specu-
lar sights and sounds of the powwow 
celebrations.  There will also be hand 
games and specials for those wanting to 
compete and show their talents and tra-
ditional skills. Travelers will come from 
all over the province and states to visit 
and spend time watching the dancers 
and their beautifully crafted and hand 
sewn regalia dancing to our traditional 
drums and songs; as our powwows are 
meant to bring us all together to cele-
brate in the circle of life.  Another pow-
wow to visit will be hosted down south 
in the Siksika Nation. On August 10th, 
2022 Louis Bull hosted a powwow for 
their nation and celebrated their elder 
Solomon Bull’s 82nd birthday.  

Current Job Offers 

As of June 2nd, 2022 

- Manager with the Ermineskin Arena, 

Parks and Recreation department 

CLOSING: August 10th, 2022 

- Cook with Ermineskin Daycare Depart-

ment 

CLOSING: August 10th, 2022 

-Secretary with the Ermineskin Daycare 

Department 

CLOSING: August 10th, 2022 

-I.T. Security Analyst with the Ermineskin 

I.T. and Communications department 

CLOSING: August 15th, 2022 

-I.T. Support Specialist with the Ermine-

skin I.T. and Communications 

department 

CLOSING: August 15th, 2022 

-Custodian/Janitor with the Ermineskin 

Property Management department 

CLOSING: August 15th, 2022 

-Two (2) Program Aid/Drivers with the 

Ermineskin Arena, Parks and Recreation 

department 

CLOSING: August 15th, 2022 

-Neyaskweyahk Sub Division & Band Units 

Administrative Assistant with the 

Ermineskin Property Management de-

partment 

CLOSING: August 22nd, 2022 

-Septic Truck Operator Assistant with the 

Ermineskin Property Management 

department 

CLOSING: August 22nd, 2022 

-Executive Assistant with the Ermineskin 

Arena, Parks and Recreation 

department 

CLOSING: August 22nd, 2022 

-Administrative Assistant with the Er-

mineskin Brighter Futures department 

CLOSING: August 22nd, 2022 

-Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) 

Mentor/Support Worker with the 

Ermineskin Brighter Futures department 

CLOSING: August 22, 2022 

-Director with the Ermineskin Personnel 

Department 

CLOSING: August 24, 2022 **Three (3) 

Year Contract** 

-Tribal Administrator with the Ermineskin 

Administration department ** Two (2) 

Year Contract** 

Closing: August 24th, 2022 
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