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Maskwacis Hosts a Press Conference   

On June 27 the Maskwacis hosted a Press Conference at the 

Neyaskweyahk Okimaw Kamik (NOK) Building. The leaders of 

Maskwacis - Chief Desmond Bull, Chief Randy Ermineskin, Chief 

Wilton Littlechild, Chief Vernon Saddleback, and Proxy for Mon-

tana, Chase McDougall spoke about the announcement from 

the Vatican of the Papal visit. Pope Francis will be arriving in 

Maskwacis on July 25th. During the visit, he will meet with sur-

vivors and community members, he will then go on to visit the 

former residential school site, and pray at the Our Lady of Sev-

en Sorrows Catholic Church. Pope Francis will then make a for-

mal apology to the Residential School survivors at the arbor. 

The Vatican has said the Pope’s daily appearances will be short 

due to the 85-year-old’s mobility and health issues. The 

Maskwacis First Nations want to make sure the visit is meaning-

ful despite the time constraints. Leaders from four First Nations 

say the Pope's upcoming visit could help the world understand 

the impacts and intergenerational trauma that the residential 

school system inflicted on Indigenous people. More information 

about Pope Francis’s visit will be available once all the arrange-

ments have been finalized.  

Pope Francis is scheduled to arrive 
in Edmonton on July 24 for a brief 
ceremony at the airport. The next 
day he is set to join survivors in 
Maskwacis. He will then travel to 
Sacred Heart Church of the First 
Peoples in downtown Edmonton. 
On July 26, Francis is scheduled to 
attend a large mass at the Com-
monwealth Stadium, also in  
Edmonton. 
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POPE FRANCIS VISITS (Submission from the Planning Committee)  
 
It has been officially announced by the Vatican that Pope Francis will be visiting Maskwacis on 
July 25, 2022.  He will make a public appearance at Bear Park (Ermineskin) where he will give 
an apology to the former residential school students. A lot of preparations have already begun, 
and we will do our best to keep you all informed on the planning process. 
  
Many of you may have questions or concerns regarding this event. Here is a brief overview of 
information to answer some of your questions.    
  
Why is Pope Francis coming to Canada? In March and April of 2022, 30 Indigenous delegates 
representing First Nations, Métis and Inuit Elders, survivors of residential schools and youth went 
to Rome and met with Pope Francis. During their meeting with the Pope, they shared their sto-
ries and discussed the historical and ongoing intergenerational trauma that is continuously impact-
ing Indigenous Peoples. The Pope had many invitations to visit several Indigenous communities, 
including an invite from Chief Wilton Littlechild. After issuing a public apology on April 1, 2022 
at the Vatican, the Pope reiterated his desire to travel to Canada to deliver an apology to the 
Indian Residential School survivors on their own land. The visit is to also continue the healing and 
reconciliation journey for the Indigenous people.  
  
Why Maskwacis? The Ermineskin Residential School was one of the largest in Canada.  The Pope 
desired that he visit a First Nation that was the site of an Indian residential school.  The Pope 
was invited to visit Maskwacis by the delegates that went to Rome this past April, which includ-
ed Maskwacis elders, and Chief Wilton Littlechild.  Factoring the Pope’s health, being at the age 
of 85, his increased lack of mobility due to the necessity of a wheelchair all contributed to his 
restrictions on travel.  Therefor the Maskwacis location fit well considering all the factors and the 
desires to obtain important measures.  
 
How long will the Pope visit? Due to limited mobility of the Pope and scheduling the visits are in 
within 1 hour time periods.   
 
Where will the Pope be in Maskwacis? He will visit the Church our lady of Seven Sorrows for a 
private visit. Also the former site of the Ermineskin Indian Residential School grounds and the 
Cemetery for a private visit with Chief’s and delegates, then a public gathering at Bear Park. 
 
How Many People do they expect? They are estimating 15,000 people to attend at Bear Park.  
People from Maskwacis including other residential schools survivors, and some invited guest as 
and dignitaries from across the country will be in attendance. 
 
Can we watch from home or at other locations? Yes, the visit will be viewable online; it can be 
watched from the Papalvisit.ca website in the comfort of your home if you have access to wifi. 
Other “Off-site” Viewing locations may come available nothing yet confirmed (potential locations 
being considered are: Samson, Montana, and Ponoka) more information to come. 
 
How do You Register to attend? You must register in advance on the Papal website.  They will 
get the registrations up soon at papalvisit.ca 
 
Who is able to attend? The event is meant for the Indian Residential School Survivors from 
Maskwacis and across Canada, and invited guests. 
  
Will you be able to attend if you do not register? No, due to security reasons. You must register 
prior. 
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   CREE CORNER 
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The Claims Administrator remains committed to 

ensuring that all Claimants are given the oppor-

tunity to submit a complete claim form within 

the Claims Period prescribed under the Settle-

ment Agreement. 

 

All claims must be received by the Administra-

tor by the Claims Deadline. It is the Claimants' 

responsibility to ensure their claim meets the 

Claims Deadline. 

The Claims Deadline is July 13, 2022 at 11:59 

PM Pacific Standard Time (PST). 

In order to meet the Claims Deadline, 

 Claims submitted by email or fax must be 

received by the Claims Administrator or have 

an electronic, system-generated date stamp of 

no later than July 13, 2022 at 11:59 PM PST. 

Claims Submitted by regular mail or couri-

er must be received by the Claims Administra-

tor or postmarked by Canada Post or courier 

service provider by no later than July 13, 2022 

at 11:59 PM PST. For clarity, the term 

"postmark" refers to an official mark stamped 

on a letter or package by either Canada Post 

or a courier service indicating the date and 

time that the correspondence was received by 

Canada Post/courier service. A postmark may 

not be automatically applied by the post office 

or courier service. Therefore, it is the responsi-

bility of the Claimant to request and obtain a 

postmark on their claim submission. 

 

For greater certainty, a Claim submission may 

be received by the Claims Administrator af-

ter July 13, 2022 at 11:59 PM PST, so long as 

the electronic, system-generated date stamp (in 

the case of email or fax) or postmark (in the 

case or regular mail or courier) indicated on 

the correspondence is before the Claims Dead-

line. 

PLEASE NOTE: Claims submitted by regular mail 

or courier that are received by the Claims Ad-

ministrator after July 13, 2022 at 11:59 PM 

PST without a postmark will be deemed to 

have been received after the Claims Deadline 

and might not be accepted. 

Indian Day School Class Action Lawsuit   
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MASKWACIS MINOR HOCKEY UPDATE 

 MMHA’s Annual General Meeting was 

held on June 22, 2022 at the 4Nations Arena 

in Samson. Regardless of the low attendance, a 

to-do list was announced as follows: All jerseys 

loaned out during regular season (for provin-

cials or for treaties) in the 2021/2022 season 

will need to be returned As Soon As Possible. 

Any outstanding fees will need to be paid to 

MMHA in order for your child to play in the 

upcoming 2022/2023 season. If your child 

played with MMHA in the 2021/2022 season 

and is not playing at an AA or AAA level, they 

will not be released from MMHA. A $150 op-

tion for an Oiler’s Night for your child during 

the 2022/2023 season, can be paid upfront or 

during the season before the initial date is set, 

in order for MMHA to have an approximate 

amount of children attending. Date TBH.  

 A golf fundraiser is in the works for Au-

gust 2022. Stay tuned for more! Volunteers 

are encouraged! 

 The 4Nations arena will be hosting activi-

ties: Starting on June 28th  

 In-line rollerblading will run every Tuesday 

and Thursday from 6-8pm. 

 Youth Ball Hockey will also run on Tues-

day's and Thursday's from 3:00 pm - 4:30 

pm 

 July and August- Lacrosse every Monday 

and Wednesday from 6-8pm 

 

MMHA relies on parent volunteers to have a 

successful season. They are in need of coaches, 

managers, and refs for the 2022/2023 season!  

 

REMINDER: LAST DAY TO REGISTER FOR AIG IS 

JUNE 30TH 2022. No late entries will be sub-

mitted. (Photo & article by: Jessica Ermineskin) 
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Ermineskin Community Wellness and Brighter Futures hosted a successful Father’s Day 

Golf Tournament at Dorchester Ranch Golf Course on June 17, 2022. Over 80+ golfers 

participated. Dads, Uncles and Mosums were present despite the wet weather. There 

were tons of laughs, jokes, and positive vibes out on the course! After 18 holes, and a 

well-deserved supper, a few competitors resulted in tie. An exciting “chip-off” was held 

on hole 9. (Photos & article by Jessica Ermineskin) 
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DeAnne Lightning & Jenelle Lightning 

 

Congratulations to all the winners.  

A side 1st Place - Joel Johnson  

2nd place split - Eric Ermineskin & Joel Rain  

B side 1st Place - Pete Wolfe  

2nd Place - Warren Samson  

3rd Place- Jamison Larocque 

C side 1st Place - Darryl Buffalo Sr.  

2nd Place - John Rattlesnake  

3rd Place - Ryan Potts 

Happy Gilmore Longest Drive - River Minde 

(Photos & article by Jessica Ermineskin) 
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Marlene Buffalo 

Chief Victor Buffalo 

Minister Rick Wilson 

 

On Tuesday June 21st 2022, Ermineskin Industrial Relations, Kanawemahwasowin Kamik and NGCI 

Neyaskweyahk Group of Companies provided the public with 1,000 burgers and hotdogs for a 

Drive-Thru Indigenous Peoples Day Event. Kamawemahwasowin Kamik staff were also present to 

help with the cooking and distribution. A huge thank you to our volunteers for giving their all in 

the sun and rain! You are appreciated. The evening ended in a fantastic firework show! Thank you 

to all that came out and celebrated with us! (Photos & article by Jessica Ermineskin) 

Photo credit: Perry Morin  
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