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Nayoskan Detox Treatment Center Opens 

 During the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Maskwacis Health Services brought in ATCO 
trailers to isolate people and help contain the 
Coronavirus. The trailers were primarily used to 
care for the homeless from the surrounding 
areas, that had no where to isolate. The trailers 
are fully equipped to provide food and shelter, 
and are also set up with medical support. 
Once the trailers were no longer needed, the 
Counselling and Support Services manager Pe-
yasu Wuttunee had a brilliant idea. Wuttunee 
decided that the  trailers would be a great op-
portunity to open up a detox and treatment 
centre.  
  Upon approval of Wuttunee’s proposal, 
the renovations began to add a common area 
and a fitness room to help those battling ad-
dictions and on the road to recovery.  The 
Nayoskan Detox and Treatment Centre will 
provide 12 beds and a 60 day program with 
a Cree cultural approach specializing in opioid 
addictions. Following the 10-day detox pro-
gram and 50 days of treatment and counsel-

ling, clients will continue to receive support af-
ter leaving the centre.  
 In a recent interview with Wetaskiwin 
Times, Wuttunee stated that “This is a nine-
month pilot project, and if it’s successful we 
will apply to Indigenous Services Canada to 
expand it. The demand is huge.” On June 1st 
at 10 am the ribboning was held, and shortly 
after that the Nayoskan staff began taking in 
clients. (continued on next page). 
 The first of each month will be for client 
intake. “We’ve got a great staffed team and 
it’s the whole community — all Four Nations, 
everyone working together that will make this 
successful,” said Wuttunee. 

Randy Littlechild - CEO MHS & Peyasu Wattunee - Manager MCSS 
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Marilyn Rowan (Mental 
Health Support Worker) 

Peyasu Wattunee (Manager MCSS) Tyler Retzlaff, Craig O’Callaghan (AHS Deployment Manager) & Jackson Heraid  

Maskwacis Ambulance Team  

Louise Omeasoo (Samson Councilor) 

Danny Buffalo (Security), David Headman (Supervisor) & Tyson Yellowbird (Supervisor) 

Nayoskan Treatment Center Team 

Photo credit: 
Tara Cutarm 
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 Opioid- and Stimulant-related Harms in Canada Published (March 2022) 
Retrieved from: https://health-infobase.canada.ca/substance-related-harms/opioids-stimulants/ 

There is evidence the COVID-19 pandemic is contributing to the already deadly and ongoing national pub-
lic health overdose crisis. This crisis is having a tragic impact on people who use substances, their families, 
and communities across Canada. People who use substances, such as opioids, cocaine, and methampheta-
mine, are experiencing a number of increased risks, with several jurisdictions reporting higher rates of fatal 
overdoses and other harms.  
 
There was a total of 26,690 apparent opioid toxicity deaths between January 2016 and September 2021 

 During the first year of the pandemic, there was a 95% increase in apparent opioid toxicity deaths 
(April 2020 – March 2021, 7,224 deaths), compared to the year before (April 2019 – March 2020, 
3,711 deaths). Since then, deaths have remained high. 

 A total of 5,368 apparent opioid toxicity deaths occurred so far in 2021 (January – September). This 
is approximately 20 deaths per day. For a similar timeframe in the years prior to the pandemic, there 
were between 7 (in 2016) and 12 (in 2018) deaths per day. 

 A number of factors may have contributed to a worsening of the overdose crisis over the course of 
the pandemic, including the increasingly toxic drug supply, increased feelings of isolation, stress and 
anxiety, and changes in the availability or accessibility of services for people who use drugs. 

 
 
Majority of deaths occurred in British Columbia, Alberta, and Ontario; increases observed in other regions 

 Several jurisdictions have observed record-breaking numbers and rates in relation to the wider impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 So far in 2021 (January – September), 88% of all accidental apparent opioid toxicity deaths occurred 
in British Columbia, Alberta, or Ontario. 

 Elevated rates have also been observed in other areas, including Yukon and Saskatchewan. 
 
 
Most apparent opioid toxicity deaths among young- to middle-aged males 

 Males accounted for the majority of accidental apparent opioid toxicity deaths (74%) so far in 2021 
(January – September). 

 For males and for females, the majority of accidental apparent opioid toxicity deaths were among indi-
viduals aged 20 to 59 years. 

 
 
Toxicity of supply continues to be a major driver of the crisis 

 Of all accidental apparent opioid toxicity deaths so far in 2021 (January – September), 86% involved 
fentanyl. 

Of all accidental apparent opioid toxicity deaths so far in 2021 (January – September), 82% involved opi-
oids that were only non-pharmaceutical 
 
 
Data on the polysubstance nature of the overdose crisis 

 Available information from six provinces and territories indicates the number of apparent stimulant tox-
icity deaths in 2021 so far (January – September) was high. Almost all (98%) of those deaths were 
accidental. 

 More than half (58%) of accidental apparent opioid toxicity deaths so far in 2021 (January – Septem-
ber) also involved a stimulant, reflecting the polysubstance nature of this crisis. 

 Of the accidental apparent stimulant toxicity deaths so far in 2021 (January – September), 63% in-
volved cocaine, while 53% involved methamphetamines. 

 Of the accidental apparent stimulant toxicity deaths so far in 2021 (January – September), 86% in-
volved an opioid. 

 
 
If you or some you know struggles with Alcohol or drug addictions, call the Maskwacis Health Services 
At (780) 585 - 3830 and speak to one of the addiction counsellors  
 
 
Special Advisory Committee on the Epidemic of Opioid Overdoses. Opioid- and Stimulant-related Harms in Canada. Ottawa: Public 
Health Agency of Canada; March 2022. https://health-infobase.canada.ca/substance-related-harms/opioids-stimulants  

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/substance-related-harms/opioids-stimulants
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 Shirley Ann Soosay   

The DNA Doe Project 

was founded in 2017 

as a 501(c)3 non-profit 

corporation with a sim-

ple humanitarian mis-

sion: to identify John 

and Jane Does using 

genetic genealogy.  

DNA Doe Project is an 

all-volunteer organiza-

tion with over 60 expe-

rienced genetic geneal-

ogists giving their time 

and passion to the 

cause. In addition, they 

raise funds to cover 

the expensive lab costs 

involved in extracting 

and sequencing DNA 

from remains whenev-

er an agency is unable 

to afford them. For this 

they are deeply appre-

ciative of their gener-

ous donors who have 

supported their  organ-

ization and helped 

bring about their more 

than two dozen suc-

cess stories.  

 On Friday May 27th, Violet 
Soosay brought her aunty Shirley 
Ann Soosay back home to her 
community of Samson Cree Nation. 
Violet Soosay last saw her aunt in 
1977 at a family funeral. She re-
members her as caring, supportive 
and a free spirit. Shirley Ann 
Soosay was close with her mother 
and had maintained regular contact 
with her, whether it was through 
Christmas cards or letters, and the 
last correspondence came in 1979. 
Violets grandmother new some-
thing had happened to Shirley, and 
was heartbroken. The family made 
trips to go look for Shirley but 
could not find her. In 1991 Violets 
grandmother passed on, and Violet 
made a promise to her… that she 
would bring Shirley Ann Soosay 
home.  
 In early 2020, Violet came 
across an artist's rendering of the 
Jane Doe on a Facebook post from 
the DNA Doe Project. She believed 
the woman was her aunt. Some-
time during 2018, the Kern County 
Sheriff-Coroner Division contacted 
the DNA Doe Project hoping to 
determine the identity of its Jane 
Doe. Violet got in touch with the 
DNA Doe project and submitted a 

DNA sample. It was processed and 
compared to the DNA they had 
from the remains, the two were a 
familiar match.  
 Shirley Ann Soosay’s remains 
had been buried in a California 
cemetery in 1980 under the name 
Kern County Jane Doe. Her body 
was found in an almond orchard 
near Bakersfield, California, in July 
1980. She had been sexually as-
saulted and stabbed. Wilson 
Chouest was convicted of killing 
the Jane Doe (Shirley Ann), along 
with another unidentified woman in 
2018.  
 Last spring after the remains 
were identified, Violet Soosay has 
worked with the county coroner's 
office and the California cemetery 
to transport the body back to Al-
berta. It took over a year to bring 
the remains home, as result of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. After 43 years 
of searching, Violet Soosay finally 
got to bring her aunty Shirley Ann 
home.    
 
Watch the document of Shirley 
Ann Soosay on A&E Cold Case 
Files - Missing and Murdered 
(Season 2 Episode 26)  

 
Bikers escorted the hearse from Wetaskiwin to the  

Howard Buffalo Memorial Centre in Maskwacis   

Violet Soosay Brings Her Aunty Shirley Ann Soosay Home 
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DeAnne Lightning & Jenelle Lightning 

June is Indigenous History Month 

June is National Indigenous History Month. It is an 
opportunity to honour the diversity of Indigenous 
Peoples, listen and learn more about them and 
their stories, traditions and cultures. It is also a 
time to recognize the strength and resiliency of 
Indigenous Peoples and explore how we can all 
move forward together on the shared path of 
reconciliation. 
 
I recently visited the Samson Cree Nation Museum 
& Archives to learn about the Treaty #6 territory, 
in which I am working on. Brian Lightning provid-
ed a guided tour of the exhibit. I learned about 
the past Chiefs of the four nations, and where the 
name Hobbema came from and when it was 
changed to Maskwacis.  

Shayla Raine is the author of the book The Way Creator Sees You. 
This beautiful Nehiyaw is from Louis Bull Cree Nation in Maskwacis, 
and is currently studying Human Kinetics at the University of British 
Columbia Okanagan.  
 
The Way Creator Sees You is Raine’s first published book, and it was 
released independently this month. The book is intended to inspire 
Indigenous children who may be struggling with their identity, and to 
help them to embrace who they are, says Raine. 
  
The poetry book features a Plains Cree boy who faces adversity at 
school and finds himself struggling to accept his Indigenous features. 
His Kokom brings him on a lyrical adventure to help him find appre-
ciation for his heritage. You can purchase a copy of Shayla’s book at  
Indigo Book Stores or online at www.amazon.ca 

Ways you can learn and recognize Indigenous 
peoples: 

 Read books by Indigenous authors  

 Attend Indigenous events, or volunteer at 
one 

 Support Indigenous businesses and local 
artist  

 Learn about the Indigenous territory you 
are living on 

 Visit museums or galleries and learn about 
Indigenous peoples craftsmanship 

Congratulations Shayla Raine 
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Marlene Buffalo 

Chief Victor Buffalo 

Minister Rick Wilson 

 

Fran Saulteaux & Jenelle Lightning    

Malcolm Roan 

Fran Saulteaux 

Roxanne Morin & Fran  

Faith Whitebear 

Eugene Coyote  
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Chevy Rabbit &  
Leanne MacMillan 

Violet Soosay &  
Flora Northwest 

Dawn Ermineskin  

 

Ermineskin Cree Nation Staff 

Human Services Staff Assisted Living Staff 

Technical Services Staff Employment Skills Staff 
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   CREE CORNER 
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Kanawemahwasowin Kamik had a Free Yard 
Sale on March 26th, at the KKI parking lot. 
There was something for everyone, from 
baby furniture to household items. The 
weather was beautiful for the event. There 
was hotdogs and pop available for everyone 
who attended. Thank you KKI staff for your 
donations and generosity.    
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