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   The ECN women’s shelter recently held a very suc-

cessful drive through to celebrate International 

Women’s day. The drive through was held on 

the 8th of march and they distributed both 

goody bags and delicious lunch. The goody bags 

contained elaborate origami art with positive 

messages hidden inside, water, mini sanitization 

kits, and a notebook. They also contained an in-

formational document about the Clare’s Law 

Act, an act that aims to allow people to make 

informed choices about potentially harmful rela-

tionships. 

In effect Clare’s Law gives Albertans the right to 

formally request information on their current or 

former partner’s potential risk for domestic vio-

lence. A person can apply on behalf of someone 

else if they have their consent, are a legal guard-

ian of the applicant, or have legal authority of 

the person. Applicants must provide a reason 

for why they are requesting the information, 

and the person who is the subject of the disclo-

sure will not be informed that an application 

was made in regards to them. In order for the 

application process to go through you must live 

in Alberta, have a reason for applying that de-

tails why you may feel at risk, and be willing to 

talk to, and meet with police to receive disclo-

sure information. For more information please 

go to https://alberta.ca/Clare’sLaw 

 ECN Women’s Shelter Celebrates International Women's Day!  
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The following Article has been written and provided 
by Chevi Rabbit 
(ANNews) – Canada’s Indigenous TikTok Creators are 
using their platform to educate mainstream Canadi-
ans on Indigenous culture and customs. Each is 
unique in their TikTok style.  We chat with two Tik-
Tok Influencers about spreading that good medicine 
on social(s) and we discuss how they have been able 
to capitalize on TikTok. 

Jayroy Makokis is a 29-year-old nehiyaw (Cree) man 
from Saddle Lake Alberta living in 
amiskwaciwâskahikan Edmonton). 

 

Cree TikTok 
creator Jayroy 
Makokis, start-
ed recon-
necting with 
his Cree cul-
ture and 
through his 
culture, he has 
been able to 
break intergen-
erational trau-
ma for his chil-
dren. 

Quick fact: The Cree or Nehiyawak (neh-HEE-oh-wuk) 
in the Cree language, are the most populous and 
widely distributed Indigenous peoples in Canada. 
(The Canadian Encyclopedia) 

“A lot of youth are lost and they want to come 
home, they don’t know how to come home, they 
need to be shown the beauty of our culture and the 
healing aspects,” said Makokis. 

“My Cree culture has brought me a lot of healing…I 
grew up in a family with alcoholism and dysfunction 
and once I found my culture it has been a beautiful 

life. My kids have never seen the things I have seen.” 

According to Makokis, being able to share Cree cul-
ture with people who are not connected with their 
culture is a privilege he can do through the TikTok 
platform. 

“A lot of Indigenous people don’t know how to take 
that first step into reconnecting with their culture. 
So, that is why I want to share my experiences of 
practicing my culture on TikTok.” 

Makokis uses a lot of humour, sobriety talks, and 
moose hides for his TikToks. 

“TikTok is a great platform to share my story,” he 
added. “Elders always say when you share your story 
– there is healing in it” 

Follow jayroymakokis TikTok. 

Sherry Mckay is an Ojibway Anishinabe woman 
from Treaty 1 Territory. Born and raised in Winni-
peg Manitoba, she is a member of Sakgeeng First 
Nation. 

“My style is focusing on Indigenous comedy with a 
sprinkle of awareness,” said Sherry Mckay, Canada’s 
top TikTok Influencer. 

Quick Fact: The Ojibwe (also Ojibwa, Ojibway, and 
Chippewa) are Indigenous people in Canada and the 
United States who are part of a larger cultural group 
known as the Anishinaabeg. (The Canadian Encyclo-
pedia) 

Mckay said she considers her work in multi-media a 
form of decolonizing the digital TikTok space as In-
digenous peoples. When she first started TikTok she 
used the platform to educate non-Indigenous com-
munities. 

“When I first started on TikTok, I was a little bit more 
in your face content,” she explained. 

INDIGENOUS CANADIAN TIKTOK INFLUENCERS SPREAD GOOD MEDI-
CINE THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 

-Jayroy Makokis 
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Mckay initially focused on creating awareness but 

found it to be emotionally very taxing. She said that 

she’s backed away from that style just to protect her 

peace, although she does incorporate it now and 

then. 

Mckay describes her TikTok technique as a mix of un-

conventional audio clips. She explained, “I would use 

audios from a movie that everyone is familiar with, 

where people are arguing and then it’s like Indige-

nous people in Canada… it blows peoples minds when 

it fits so perfectly.” 

She also added that she is not a “gatekeeping” person 

and she isn’t even fond of the word “gatekeeping” 

but rather there are Indigenous people who are 

“protecting” cultural knowledge and authentic tradi-

tional knowledge keepers. “I don’t want to cross oth-

er boundaries with other Indigenous content creators 

too.” 

Mckay loves the idea of safe spaces to learn about 

Indigenous culture and languages. “We as Indigenous 

people have had a lot taken from us, a lot of stuff we 

could not learn from our relations.” 

TikTok is a great safe space to learn about Indigenous 

identity, said Mckay. Although she is Ojibwe, she first 

learned about Cree culture. “I was taking from any-

where I could get it because I didn’t grow up with 

that,” she explained. 

For example, “I lightly went through powwow eti-

quette on TikTok because there were a lot of white 

people that would comment on my videos and there 

wasn’t a huge Indigenous presence on social media.” 

Mckay said “What is okay in the Cree community 

might not be okay in the Ojibwe community or vice 

versa. Take everything with a grain of salt and be re-

spectful.” 

She added that sometimes TikTok isn’t a safe space. 

So, just be aware that there is another side to it. 

Some people online are not your friends. 

When asked whether she’s been able to capitalize on 

TikTok, Mckay said she hasn’t been able to make an 

income from TikTok viewers or followers.  However, 

she has been able to get opportunities from corpo-

rate sponsorships, guest speaking, and workshops. 

She noted 

that she 

doesn’t 

shame other 

Indigenous 

TikTok influ-

encers who 

accept cor-

porate spon-

sorship. 

Rather she 

encourages 

other Indige-

nous influencers to find ways to capi-

talize on the popular social media app. Over the 

course of the pandemic many Indigenous influencers 

received contracts from large corporate campaigns 

such as Canadian Tire and Royal Bank of Canada. 

“We deserve a piece of that pie too, a big piece of 

that pie. Some people shame us for taking that mon-

ey, but I am a mother and I have a family to feed,” 

said Mckay. 

“This is the first I am self-employed. I can legit feed 

my family and pay my bills.” 

Mckay ends the conversation by noting, that “people 

are watching us and if we are treating each other bad 

they think they can do that to us too.” 

“Also, remember the youth are watching,” added 

Mckay. “Remember, not everyone is online for your 

interest. Some are more concerned about view rather 

than making a difference.” 

Follow Sherry.Mckay on TikTok. 

-Sherry McKay 
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Attention Maskwacis Residents: 

S.N.I.P. (Spay/Neuter In Parkland) has a Unique 

opportunity for Maskwacis Residents to have 

their cats Spayed or Neutered. The cost is 25.00$ 

per cat. For more information  or to book an ap-

pointment please call: 

Brenda: (780) 721-0523 

or Stephanie: (780) 335– 9569 

PSA To Cat Owners  
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There was a great turn out of fans and sup-

porters at the Four Nations Arena on March 

6th, 2022. Maskwacis Hawks U13 played 

against Athabasca and came out on top with 

an amazing win of 9 – 2! With this win, the 

Hawks U13 move into the finals and will be 

playing 9:15am on Saturday March 12th in 

Wetaskiwin against Tofield. If the U13 Team 

wins, they'll win 

Gold and be the 

League Champs! 

They will also 

move on to play 

for Zone Champi-

ons in Slave Lake at 

a later date. Come 

out and show sup-

port to our youth 

this Saturday! 

Also, Ermine-

skin Support Services is currently taking 

applications for sponsorship of Ermine-

skin Hockey Players competing in either 

the upcoming Provincial Tournament or 

the Treaty Tournament. Please be ad-

vised that the sponsorship is ONLY availa-

ble for one tournament, NOT both. Dead-

line to apply for Provincal Tournament spon-

sorship will be March 28th, 2022. Deadline 

for the Treaty Tournament sponsorship will 

be April 6th, 2022. Applications can be 

dropped-off / picked-up at the ECN Admin-

istration Building with Security. For more in-

formation contact Maureen Wildcat at: (780)

-585-3741 Ext.268  

 

 Maskwacis Hawks Going for Gold!  

In regards to our ECN Settlement (60M), this is still in 
the final stages.  We are still waiting for a date to be set 
for the final Federal Court hearings.  This is where the 
Crown and ECN, together, go to the Federal Court and 
seek the FINAL court order of payment to Ermineskin 
Cree Nation.  Once this order is made, ECN will receive 
our settlement funds within 60 days from this.  At this 
time we do not have this date set (by the Federal 
Court) and thus have NOT received any settlement 
funds YET.  In regards to the Agricultural Claim (Cows 
and Ploughs), ECN has submitted its application to the 
Specific Claims division of Canada, and we have re-

ceived from them confirmation of receipt of our appli-
cation.  This process won’t have an update from the 
Specific Claims until they review the application.  Cana-
da has up to 6 months to review and then we will have 
more information on this important item. If there is a 
request for further information please contact Collin 
Wildcat via email or by phone during our Hours of Op-
eration. 
S. Collin Wildcat, Ec.D 
Director– External Affairs and Law 
Phone: (780) 585-3741 
Email: collin@ermineksin.ca 

A Brief Ratification Update 
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The Due date for the Indian Day Schools Class Action 

Lawsuit is rapidly approaching and we thought it 

was important to remind those effected that they 

are able to apply. The settlement breaks things 

down into two separate groups: Day School survi-

vors and Descendants of survivors. Each Day Scholar 

who attended an Indian Residential School during 

the day only (but did not sleep there overnight) is 

eligible to apply for a $10,000 Day Scholar Compen-

sation Payment.  In cases where the Day Scholar 

died on, or after, May 30, 2005, the deceased Day 

Scholar’s estate Executor/Administrator/Trustee/

Liquidator or if there is none, highest priority 

heir may apply for the Day Scholar Compensation 

Payment. Survivor and Descendant Class are eligible 

to draw from A $50 million Day Scholars Revitaliza-

tion Fund to support healing, wellness, education, 

language, culture, heritage and commemoration ac-

tivities for the benefit of Survivor and Descendant 

Classes. You are a member of the Descendant Class 

if you are a natural or adopted child of a Survivor 

Class Member. Only Survivor Class Members are eli-

gible for the $10,000 individual compensation pay-

ment.  

Funding will be available under the Day Scholars Re-

vitalization Fund which is currently being estab-

lished.  There is not a process for applying for bene-

fits at this time. Both Descendant and Survivor 

Class Members will be able to apply to access fund-

ing from the Revitalization Fund.  

Descendant Class Members will be eligible to apply 

for funding in the future from the Day Scholars Re-

vitalization Fund to support healing, wellness, edu-

cation, language, culture, and commemoration. 

The Revitalization Fund will be used to support heal-

ing, wellness, education, language, culture, heritage, 

and commemoration, and will be managed by an 

independent not-for-profit society that is independ-

ent of Canada and Class Counsel. Canada or Class 

Counsel are not involved in making decisions on 

who receives funding through the Day Scholars Revi-

talization Fund.    

Application forms are available at the ECN Admin-

istration Building. If you are looking for year book 

photos, you can check the “4 Band Indian Day 

School Page” Facebook Group. You can also try the 

Samson Museum and Archives at (780) 585-4530 or 

the ECN Jr./Sr. Highschool at (780) 585-3931  

A Reminder on Day School Survivor Claim Forms 
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As of March 9th, 

2022; the mask-

ing & gathering 

restrictions are 

still in place in 

Maskwacis until 

further notice. 

Due to 

Maskwacis still being below the 70% (first and 

second dose) and cases become more stable, 

the Directors of Emergency Management for 

the 4-Nations and Maskwacis Health Services 

agree that restrictions remain in place until 

further notice. This means that masks are still 

to be worn in all public places and buildings. 

Mask use is not required if the individual is un-

der the age of 2 years, or the individual quali-

fies for a medical exception. 

Indoor Social Gatherings: 

• Vaccinated: Indoor private social 

gatherings are limited to 2 households 

(yours plus one other) up to the maxi-

mum of 10 Vaccine-eligible, vaccinated 

people and no restrictions on children 

under 12 years old 

• Unvaccinated: Indoor gatherings 

are not permitted for vaccine-eligible 

people who are unvaccinated 

• The restrictions does not apply to 

mutual support groups, or to workers 

who need to access your home to pro-

vide caregiving support or home repairs and 

maintenance 

Outdoor Social Gatherings: 

• Outdoor private social gatherings limited 

to a maximum of 20 people, with 2 metre 

physical distancing between households at all 

times 

Your co-operation is appreciated. A message 

from Maskwacis Health Services. 

Masking Mandate and Gather Restrictions To Remain in Effect 

This Sunday March 13th will be Daylight Savings time so don’t 
forget to set your clocks ahead by one hour. When local 
standard time is about to reach 
Sunday, March 13, 2022, 2:00:00 am clocks are 
turned forward 1 hour to 
Sunday, March 13, 2022, 3:00:00 am local daylight time in-
stead. 

Sunrise and sunset will be about 1 hour later on Mar 13, 2022 
than the day before. There will be more light in the evening. 

Daylight Savings Time is Almost Here! 
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