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Ermineskin Newsletter November 18th, 2021 

 
Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Iyikopiwipîsim Ayenânewosâp  Akimaw Anohc 

The community of Maskwacis came together on No-

vember 8th to honor our many Indigenous veterans 

both alive and those who have passed. The Chiefs of 

the Four Nations each paid their respects and made 

speeches, they also each presented a wreath to the 

Cenotaph Memorial. The event was hosted by Mon-

tana Cree Nation, Chief Leonard Standing on the 

Road spoke briefly about the sacrifices made by our 

veterans to improve our lives and the challenges 

they faced. Chief Ermineskin spoke of our 

fallen veterans and the great skill they pos-

sessed both in terms of stealth and marks-

manship. He also spoke on the proud legacy 

of indigenous code talkers. The Cree code 

talkers were a valuable asset to allied forces 

during world war 2, because essentially only first 

nations people understood how to speak and 

write Cree. They were able to carry important 

messages for the military without tipping off en-

emy forces. The Memorial service concluded with  

Minister of Indigenous Relations Rick Wilson sharing 

a war story of his grandfather who was shot in the 

trenches and pronounced dead on the battlefield 

but miraculously survived after preforming triage on 

himself.  Overall the ceremony was a very heartfelt 

and somber affair. We will never forget the sacrifices 

made by the brave individuals who 

died fighting for our freedom. 

Four Nation Chiefs Commemorating National Indigenous Veterans Day Nov 8 
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The month of November is recognized across Alberta 

as Family Violence Prevention Month. The Covid–19 

pandemic has unfortunately caused a drastic rise in 

incidents of domestic violence within the home. Its 

assumed that this is caused by the increased sense of 

isolation and diminished capability to pursue other 

living arrangements. During these tumultuous times 

its important to show support and provide assistance 

to those who are struggling. Having already hosted 

two  on Hawk Radio, the Ermineskin Women's Shel-

ter will have two more radio segments on the 23rd 

and 30th in order to spread awareness about Family 

Violence Prevention Month. Each segment is held at 

1:30pm to 2:00 pm  on Hawk Radio. The radio seg-

ments have been very successful so far, having spe-

cial guests from the RCMP, EWSS, and Victim Ser-

vices. They also have women who have survived fam-

ily violence bravely providing testimonials on their 

experiences. You can show your support this month 

by wearing purple. If someone 

you know is in any immediate 

danger don’t hesitate to call 9-

1-1, if you wish to make a call 

anonymously the family vio-

lence info line is available 24 

hours a day at 310-1818 

This year marks another successful annual 
Winter clothing donation drive. The donation 
drive, called “Hate to Hope Gift of Warmth” 
was founded by Chevi Rabbitt from Montana 
Cree Nation in partnership with Samson Cree 
Nation Mens Advisory and Samson Cree Nation 
Womens advisory.  The donation drive was 
started largely in response to the poor living 
conditions and lack of assistance provided to 
Wetaskiwin’s homeless population. “There are 
a total of 62 homeless people in Wetaskiwn,” 
said Chevi Rabbit .“18 are Indigenous. My goal 
is to give all 62 coats. Back in 2019, I was able 
to collect 150 new coats. I’m hoping to help 
those with less this winter. Over the 2-day 
weekend we were able to collect 75 new & 
used winter coats, mitts, new underwear, new 
socks, personal hygiene products, a lot of blan-
kets, shoes, and winter toques. All of these 
products went to the homeless people and to 

open doors. We were able to hand out gift 
cards to Tim Hortons. Locals donated the cost 
of propane tanks. Because there is no afforda-
ble housing or shelter in the daytime during 
the winter months. My suggestion is if you re-
ally want to help these people out would be to 

purchase propane tanks.”  

Wetaskiwin Winter Clothing Drive 

Family Violence Prevention Month 

-Chevi Rabbit Pictured with several volunteers 
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The ECN External Affairs Department is continuing to host  
Information Sessions via ZOOM, regarding the 60 Million 
Dollar Settlement Agreement from Canada. The next up-
coming Online Meeting will be on November 27th from 
6:00pm – 8:00pm. Please be advised that there will be a 
100 Max ELDERS ONLY In-Person Information session on 
November 23th, 2021 at the N.O.K. Building, 12:00pm – 
3:00pm and lunch will be provided for those who attend. 
Below are some Frequently Asked Questions that have 
come up on the Ermineskin social media as well as the 
previous ZOOM Meeting on November 3rd, and 17th, 
2021.  
 
Q: How much of the 60 million is going to Lawyers? 
A: None. There is no requirement to pay a portion to legal 
costs under the Settlement Agreement. Lawyers for ECN 
working on this matter are paid for their qualified profes-

sional services under a specific ECN budget.  

Q: What happens if we vote no?  
A: The Settlement Agreement would become subject to 
possible further negotiation or more likely trial with Cana-
da. These would both be costly and timely expenses and 
time-consuming, and could result in Ermineskin receiving 
less money or no money at all. This Settlement Agree-
ment is related to an action brought in 1993 and started 
out with many issues to resolve in the overall claim. 
Q: How will the money be distributed? 
A: Council worked together to come to a consensus on 
the allocation of the 60 million. There would be an alloca-
tion of 10% to the Neyaskweyahk Trust, 20% PCD, and 
70% to immediate needs/operations/programs and ser-
vices of the Nation upon a successful ratification vote and 

acceptance of the 60 million as payment from Canada.  

Q: Where will voting take place? 
A: Voting will take place on November 30 at the N.O.K. 
building for in person poll from 9 am to 8 pm. Voters will 
also be able to vote online by registering online starting 
November 23, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. Eligible voters who wish 
to vote by virtual process will be asked to register at 
https://efdx.ca/ecn. Please provide a picture identifica-

tion. Virtual voting will end at noon on Nov 30. 

Q: Who do we contact if we have more questions that 
were not asked in the Zoom Meetings, or I was unable to 
attend the Zoom meeting? 
A: Please contact the External Affairs Department for 

more information.  

Q: Is this about the Cows and Plows? 
A: No. Cows and Plows is a separate action that is being 

pursued through a specific claims process. It is in the 
stage of being submitted as a claim to Canada.  
Q: Does this mean we will be giving our land away?  
A: No. There is no transaction that is occurring under this 
Settlement Agreement besides the transfer of 60 million 
from Canada to ECN in regards to issues under the Oil and 
Gas claim brought in 1993. 
Q: Does this court case have to do with treaty, and will it  
negatively affect our Treaty Rights?  
A:  The case does rely on Treaty rights to a certain extent, 
but dismissing the action pursuant to the settlement will 
not be prejudicial to those rights. It will only prevent Er-
mineskin from pursuing the specific claims that were 
made against the Crown in the Oil and Gas claim. 
Q: What is the timeline of significant factors in relation 
to this court case, what was done, when it was done? 
A: Short details of the timeline of events leading up to 
now. The ECN Oil and Gas Action was commenced in 
1993. The action covers a broad range of claims relating 
to the Crown’s management of Ermineskin’s oil and gas 
resources and the revenues from those resources up until 
that date and the action falls within a few categories. The 
Money Management claims were dismissed through a 
lengthy trial process that occurred from 2000- 2005. Alt-
hough ECN lost at trial, ECN and Canada agreed that Can-
ada would no longer manage ECN’s oil and gas revenues 
and the NT Trust was created. The Oil and Gas claims in-
clude: “Inequitable production”, “Royalty” claims, 
“Survey” claim (Pigeon Lake boundary) and the “Export” 
claim. The Export claim was also dismissed based on a 
statute of limitation (time limitation) regarding when the 
action was brought forward. “Programs and Services” 
claim was severed from the main action pending resolu-
tion of other claims. “PCD” Claim In 2014 ECN began dis-
cussion with the Crown on resolving the remaining claims 
outside of Court through formal mediation. Preparation 
for mediation by both parties took time and mediation 
occurred in 2018 in Toronto for 5 days facilitated by Su-
preme Court judge Iacobucci. Even after compromise on 
both sides, Judge Iacobucci suggested a number that he 
thought was fair and both parties agree in principle to 
that number subject to approvals. Approvals took time on 
Canada’s side and approval of the Settlement Agreement 
is now needed on ECN’s side. A successful ratification vote 
on November 30 will be the approval needed by ECN to 
proceed. Please note there are other overlapping claims 
to be noted that are not part of this Settlement Agree-
ment and are not to be confused that there other actions 
that overlap with the Oil and Gas claim, but those actions 
will not be included in the settlement except for the parts

ECN Online Settlement Agreement Update and FAQ 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fefdx.ca%2Fecn%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR007DOg1fKJIejerhovvr15BOa6LKjmJlcJ71no4tW6fgyutK5R4GB9SFk&h=AT3RvOxSYTtD7NML_18QbtHTvSovjaoaPlApzxPNGADMVafHxjYGw0pQG35eidPaxHIaloePQ9a4IMj8R4CcKkjyyQ6MeL_EBq9JDGTk-psqQcYbSMBH4UaAIPCKD
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  - of  the actions that make the same claims that are 

made in the Oil and Gas claim. The purpose of the 

settlement is to resolve all of the claims that are 

made in the Oil and Gas action and no other claims. 

 

Q: At this point can we ask for more money? 

A: The mediation that took place involved lengthy 

briefs and significant preparation. The parties were 

far apart on coming to an Agreement and the medi-

ator suggested a number in the middle which was 

60 million. A Memorandum of Understanding was 

reached in principle and ECN and Canada left media-

tion in good faith. It would cost more money to ECN 

to further negotiate and it is likely that trial could 

occur. There is a real risk that a trial could result in 

Ermineskin receiving less money, or none at all (or 

even being found liable to pay the Crown for its 

costs, which could amount to millions of dollars). 

 

Q: Why don’t we ask for more if we should get 

more?  

A: Time and costs are  important factors to consider. 

It took from 2014 until now to not only reach a 

Settlement Agreement but to move it along to be at 

the stage of ratification. It would be a difficult and 

costly process that could result unfavorably to ECN. 

Mediation is an alternative dispute resolution pro-

cess where a third party (the mediator) assists or 

facilitates the disputing parties to come to an agree-

ment on a settlement. A successful mediation re-

sults in a settlement agreement. An unsuccessful 

mediation would result in either further dispute res-

olution or ultimately trial. ECN and Canada were dis-

puting parties on the Oil and Gas claim that resulted 

in the Settlement Agreement that is being put be-

fore ECN citizens to vote to accept. The parties were 

not close on their respective positions on the 

amount to be Settled. The Mediator’s assistance in 

getting both parties to agree on a number after 

some compromise had occurred cannot be over-

looked. Following mediation there was also approv-

als that needed to be met and this also took time as 

well. 

Q: How does the payout of the 60 Million compare 

to the money that was lost in the initial incident? 

A: This is a complicated question, and raises legal 

issues, because assessing a “loss”, or “damages”, in 

court involves a legal test, and depends on the evi-

dence. The main allegation in the Oil and Gas action 

is that the Crown should have made sure that Er-

mineskin got more money from oil and gas produc-

tion on the Pigeon Lake Reserve. Numerous differ-

ent actions, or failures to act, by the Crown are 

claimed. The Court has already dismissed some of 

the claims. With respect to the remaining claims, 

the Court may not accept that the Crown ought to 

have acted differently in all of these instances, or 

any of them. Also, how much more money Ermine-

skin would have got if the Crown had acted properly 

is something that Ermineskin would have to prove in 

court and does not have a definite answer. Expert 

evidence will be required to prove the amounts in-

volved, which will be difficult and expensive. Finally, 

the Court may decide that the case was brought too 

late for the Crown to be responsible for all of the 

losses (even though the claim was brought in 1993, 

many of the events took place much earlier). There-

fore, there is a great deal of uncertainty with re-

spect to the amount that Ermineskin “lost” and 

what part of that loss would be recoverable in court. 
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This Winter we’re facing is estimated to be extreme-

ly cold in its later half and slightly warmer in the ear-

lier portion but it seems as though were jumping 

right into the bitter cold. In light of the extreme 

weather we will be facing, its important to prepare 

extensively any issues that may arise such as a car 

breaking down or sweeping power outages. For your 

home its recommended to have a set of functional 

flashlights, a power bank for your mobile device, 

heavy blankets, water bottles (incase the power 

goes out of pipes freeze) and if possible firewood. 

For your vehicle its important to carry road flares, 

an emergency blanket/and or a spare winter jacket 

and gloves, jumper cables, a first aid kit, a spare tire 

and emergency snacks/ water bottles. It’s also the 

time of year we should be looking into changing our 

furnace filters as we start using them more in the 

coming months. If a furnace filter isn't properly re-

placed when needed it can cause airflow issues that 

will prevent your furnace 

from heating your home and 

cause the furnace itself to 

overheat, potentially shutting 

itself off. 

Bull Fighter Kristopher Buffalo makes his debut at 

the 2021 Canadian Finals Rodeo in Red Deer Alber-

ta, and he is indeed the pride of Samson Cree Nation 

and Mâskwâcîs, Kristopher is the son of Kirk & 

Pam (Tail Feathers) Buffalo, he comes from a ro-

deo family and is definitely comfortable in the 

rodeo arena. We are so proud, way to go Kristopher 

Buffalo!  

 

       Dakota College of 

Bottineau LadyJacks with 

Maskwacis very own #2, Eliyah 

Raine (2nd from left) and #29, 

Kaliyah Minde (2nd from right) 

representing and bringing 

awareness that Every Child 

Matters at the Brandon Fe-

male Hockey Showcase in 

Brandon, Manitoba. Good Job 

Ladies! 

Winter Preparedness  

Shout out to our Youth! 
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   On Monday, November 8th, 2021 a Dog 

Attack Incident was reported at one of the 

rural residents of Ermineskin. There were 

three dogs involved in the attack, leaving 

one with life threatening wounds and hav-

ing to be transported to a Veterinarian Hos-

pital. All three dogs involved in the incident 

were surrendered to the Ermineskin Dog 

Care and Control Program.  “It is okay to 

have free roaming dogs,” Josh Littlechild, 

former ECN Tribal Law Officer says, “but it is 

making sure they have the resources they 

need and are being taken care of. As own-

ers, our dogs rely on us for food, water and 

shelter. We have certain bylaws in Ermine-

skin, not only to protect us, but to promote 

dog safety, health and wellbeing. In the end 

it is about keeping everyone safe.” In the 

ECN Dog and Prohibited Animal Control 

Law, Part IV– Regulations of Dangerous 

Dogs, Section 14.02 B it states: “Tribal Ad-

ministrator may identify a Dog as Dangerous 

if he/she determines, on reasonable 

grounds based on personal observation or 

on facts determined after an investigation 

conducted in relations to a dog that has in-

flicted a Serious Injury upon another Do-

mestic Animal or Human.” It is especially 

important to note that coming into winter 

any dogs needs for shelter and or food will 

be much more pronounced. Please look 

after your dogs as though they were mem-

bers of your own family. If you feel you are 

unable to fulfill your dogs needs please sur-

render your dog to the Ermineskin Dog Care 

and Control Program they can be contacted 

at  (780) 585-3779. If 

you need to file a Dog 

related incident report 

please contact Leslie 

Saddleback at 708 312  

4997  

A Note on the treatment of “outdoor” dogs 
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