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Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Iyikopiwipîsim Nisto Akimaw Anohc 

     This Halloween Ermineskin’s commu-

nity spirit was on full display as various 

department’s rallied to provide safe but 

fun activities for participants of all ages. 

Despite concerns due to the ongoing 

Covid-19 pandemic many departments 

turned to hosting fun drive through 

events to minimize any risk of transmis-

sion. The various departments that held 

drive through of this type include K.K.I., 

Young Spirit Winds,  Community Wellness 

and Samson Youth Development, The Er-

mineskin Women’s Shelter, 

N.G.C.I., and M.H.S. It was 

plain to see the effort and 

care that went into con-

structing each of these 

events as well as to individu-

al costumes as such we’ve 

dedicated the next page to 

a few of the standout cos-

tumes we  

saw throughout the events. 

Good job to all the departments, volun-

teers and staff members putting in the 

effort for our youth and making sure 

they can still celebrate holidays in a fun 

and safe environment. Here’s to a Covid 

free Hal-

loween 

next 

year! 

Ermineskin shows It’s Halloween Spirit! 
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 -Tech Services  

-Zombabies at the Zombie Walk 
-N.O.K. Staff 

-Sam from Trick Or Treat 

-Skeleton King at Halloween Drive Through 

-Finance Department 

-Secretary from Beetlejuice 

-N.E.S.T. Staff 

-Skeleton 
Mechanic 
at Hallow-
een Drive 
Through 
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   Ermineskin has recently put out a 

ratification notice in relation to a 60 

million dollar settlement from the  gov-

ernment. In effect the settlement would 

release both the federal and provincial 

government from any claims related to 

mismanagement of revenue derived 

from Ermineskin’s oil and gas reserves  

as well as oil and gas from Ma-Me-O 

beach and Pigeon lake. There are also 

claims that the government did not 

properly conduct their land survey in 

Ma-Me-O beach resulting in a loss of 

Reserve lands. The settlement would 

give Ermineskin band members over the 

age of 18 the opportunity to vote on 

weather or not they wish for Ermineskin 

as a whole to accept the 60 million 

dollar payout in return for no longer 

being able to pursue claims against the 

crown for the above actions. A majority 

vote would be necessary to achieve rat-

ification but this does not mean that 

the vote must account for the majority 

of Ermineskin band members, which 

makes voting on this mater extremely 

important. There will be virtual   

meetings for further information 

held via zoom from 6pm to 8pm 

on November 17 and November 

24th. You can vote either in person 

or online. You may register to vote 

online by presenting proof of your 

identity as of November 23, online vot-

ing will close as of  noon November 

30th. Voting in person will start Novem-

ber 30th at 9am at the N.O.K. building 

and will end at 8pm and you must 

bring an up to date form of govern-

ment ID. 

Important Ratification Notice 
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At a recent gathering at Enoch Cree Na-

tion, Okimaw Lewis of Onion Lake Cree 

Nation reminded fellow Treaty Six Chiefs 

that “in the last Parliament, Minister Mare 

Miller announced his intention to pass leg-

islation that directly impacts our Treaty 

rights by replacing the Medicine Chest.” 

Okimaw Lewis, along with fellow Chiefs of 

Treaty 6 Nations, Are now voicing their 

grave concern about Canada’s agenda to 

legislate on the treaty right to health, and 

warning organizations claiming to repre-

sent Treaty Nations. 

 

The Chief’s concerns were confirmed 

when they learned that the Assembly of 

First Nations (AFN) Executive refused a 

request from the Chiefs of the Treaty 6 

Confederacy in July to stop all discussions 

and activities related to the proposed 

health legislation. Instead, the following 

month the AFN Executive unilaterally 

passed a resolution, no. 09/2021, sup-

porting the government’s agenda. “The 

Confederacy Chiefs reminded the AFN 

that they are not a Treaty Nation. As a 

corporate organization, they have no au-

thority or jurisdiction to make decisions 

that impact Treaty.” 

 

AFN’s own resolution shows how the or-

ganization is enthusiastically going down 

a path that puts in jeopardy the Medi-

cine Chest in Treaty Six. Chief Wally 

Burns has consistently stated “when our 

ancestors put into the Treaty, the Medi-

cine Chest clause, they wanted our peo-

ples to have access to health care– and 

not a version unilaterally determined by 

Canada.” Chief 

Burns has been 

actively in-

volved in try- 

 

ing to get a 

supply of vac-

cines for Treaty 

Nations in Sas-

katchewan, 

which Canada 

has tried to block. 

 

Treaty 6 Chiefs reject Resolution 09/2021. 

“It is bad enough that Canada acts with 

ought engagements of our Nations, but 

to have a National Indigenous origination 

which did not make Treaty go against the 

position of Treaty Chiefs on such a critical 

issue, and goes against their mandate said 

Chief Randy Ermineskin.  

Chiefs Call for Protection of The Medicine Chest 
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“ The reason we wanted the AFN to ta-

ble resolutions until December was to 

allow for a proper debate on this im-

portant issue amongst the Chiefs. Now 

we find out that the executive of AFN, 

withought any authority, has supposedly 

approved a resolution with far reaching 

implications in our Treaty Nations” add-

ed Chief Irvine Bull of Louis Bull Tribe. 

Treaty Chiefs in Alberta have conse-

quently passed a resolution directed at 

the federal government to stop all work 

on the development of federal legisla-

tion until a bilateral process respecting 

the Treaty right to health is put in 

place” added Confederacy of Treaty Six 

Grand Chief Greg DesJarlais of Frog Lake 

First Nations 

 

Treaty Six contains two clauses directly 

related to health: the medicine chest; 

and the famine and pestilence clause. In 

the time of a famine and pestilence, the 

Crown was to assist our Nations. In the 

time of this most recent pandemeic. We 

witnessed yet another complete failure 

of the government to deal with Treaty 

Peoples. The federal governments re-

sponse to assist us during the pandemic 

did not take into consideration: lack of 

housing, overcrowding in homes,. Poor 

water quality, no transportation and 

many other criteria that would have 

made our Peoples’ lives more bearable 

during a pandemic. AFN needs to stop 

and step back from its current path and 

take direction from the Chiefs and Na-

tions it claims to represent. 

 

We are calling on the federal govern-

ment to stop legislating “for” us and 

start living in the spirit of Treaty “with” 

us. We remember our Treaty, and we 

call on the government to remember 

and honour its existing obligations owed 

to Treaty Peoples, rather than trying to 

replace our Treaty with whatever poli-

cies are fa-

vored by 

the govern-

ment of the 

day. 

Chiefs Call For Protection of Medicine Chest cont. 
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     On October 30, 2021, the fine people of 

Iglesia Ni Cristo (Church of Christ) Worldwide 

Aid to Humanity from the District of Calgary 

came out to offer a wonderful donation to the 

Ermineskin Food Bank.  They worked tirelessly, 

coming from Calgary, Blackfalds, Lacombe, Red 

Deer, Ponoka and Wetaskiwin to deliver over 3 

tons of non-perishable items and supplies, in 

addition to a $1000 donation to support our 

ongoing mission to assist those in need.  

We were happy to have Chief Randy Er-

mineskin, Councillor Stephen Ermineskin, 

Councillor Clayton Wildcat and Elder Rich-

ard Lightning brave the brisk weather to 

come out and help greet them.  We also 

welcomed MLA Rick Wilson who came 

out to support our endeavor.  The Felix 

Y. Manalo Foundation is committed to 

socio-economic activities, striving to help 

communities fight poverty by providing 

critical life support resources, food, water, med-

icine, shelter resources, clothing, and disaster 

recovery assistance throughout the globe, and 

we are grateful and proud to call them our 

friends.  We would also like to extend a spe-

cial thank you to liaison Gloricel Cayago, with-

out whom this would not have been possible.  

Hai Hai. –Article written by: Deanne Lightning 

                  

Generous Food Bank Donation 

 Brighter Futures collaborated with Larry 

and Lorraine Cutarm to host a youth fish-

ing camp at Pigeon Lake. The youth 

were taught valuable skills such as how 

to deploy fishing nets, clean the fish, and 

prepare the fish for the smokehouse. Lar-

ry emphasized the significance of teach-

ing our youth the im-

portant values instilled 

by traditional fishing. 

He would also like to 

encourage the youth 

to participate in more 

traditional teachings in 

order to preserve our 

culture. We greatly look forward to the 

next youth camp and hope to see an 

even larger turnout. 

Brighter Futures Youth Camp 
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