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   On September 30th Chief Randy Ermineskin pub-

lished a short video of him speaking on the importance 

of Truth and Reconciliation week “Good afternoon eve-

rybody I’m Chief Randy Ermineskin from Ermineskin 

Cree nation upon which sits this monument in respect 

to our residential School survivors, Canada is now ac-

knowledging that there is a history that must be 

shared, and in doing so they are considering this week 

as Truth and Reconciliation week. As First Nations peo-

ple we invite everyone to take time to learn about our 

past and acknowledge and pay tribute to those who 

attended these schools including myself.”   

   He went on to open an invitation to anyone willing to 

participate in the Orange Shirt Day and explained it’s 

origins. “The Orange Shirt movement was began by 

Phyllis Webstack who attended the Mission Residential 

School in British Columbia. She was so proud to wear 

her new orange shirt to school only to have it taken 

away from her. Her story is one that tells the world that 

every child matters.”  

   He then goes on to say  “In our Cree traditions in 

Maskwacis our pedagogy of love is: kindness, honesty, 

sharing, and strength. We encourage people to under-

stand that indigenous peoples are still living through 

intergenerational trauma caused by the IRS, and that 

the Truth and Reconciliation Commission estimated 

that the odds of a student dying over the course of a 

residential school program was 1 in 25 while the odds 

of a Canadian soldier dying in World War 2 was one in 

twenty six.  There are still traumatic stories that are yet 

to be uncovered of how the missing and murdered in-

digenous children of the IRS were discarded.  

Chief Ermineskin speaks On Truth and Reconciliation week 
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Sisters in Spirit Day Made Official Through Dec-
laration 

Minister of Indigenous Relations Rick Wilson issued the fol-
lowing statement on Sisters in Spirit Day:of  

:“I am proud to declare Oct. 4, 2021, Sisters in Spirit Day in Alberta. On this 
day, we offer our deepest respect to the many Indigenous women, girls and 
2SLGBTQQIA+ people in Canada who are missing or have been murdered. 

“It is also a time to honour their families and loved ones, and to support them 
in speaking out about this violence.    

“Your resilience, dedication and commitment to your loved ones is evident 
throughout Alberta, and the government grieves with you. We have heard 
your calls for action and we are working to address this heartbreaking situa-
tion. 

“This is why we established Alberta’s Joint Working Group on Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls, which includes Indigenous community members with front-line experience and government mem-
bers of the legislative assembly. 
“Our dedication to the safety of Indigenous women and girls continues through a five-year agreement with the Insti-
tute for the Advancement of Aboriginal Women and through the work of Alberta’s Human Trafficking Task Force. 

“I thank the tireless organizers of Sisters in Spirit events across Alberta, who dedicate their time to keeping missing and 
murdered Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ people top of mind. You inspire us to continue this important 
work. 

“I urge all Albertans to take a moment today to reflect, take part 

safely in a local or virtual event and join us as we work toward a 

province where Indigenous women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ people 

are valued, respected and safe to lead lives filled with hope and op-

portunity.” 

-Rick Wilson 
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To honor, Sisters in Spirit Day we walked four 

hours form Wetaskiwin to Maskwacis.” Chevi 

Rabbit spoke on The Walk to honor sisters in 

spirit day that she had organized 

“I’m proud of the Maskwacis leaders that 

walked with us Ermineskin Chief Randy Er-

mineskin, M. Josh Littlechild, Ryan Pun Light-

ning, former MLA for Wetaskwin-Maskwacis 

Bruce Hinkley and many more.” 

“It was great to see support from Samson Cree 

Nation Councillor Holly Johnson-Rattlesnake” 

“Thank you to Maskwacis's first female police 

chief for taking the time to walk with us! A new 

face that is committed to truth and reconciliation.  

It was so great to see the RCMP walk the entire 

length in full uniform and boots His feet must be 

sooooo sore. Bravo for taking the time to walk 4 

hours for our community. “ 

 

Pretty amazing day to walk and raise awareness 

of missing and murdered women, girls, and two 

spirits.  

Hate to Hope once again partnered with the city 

of Wetaskiwin and Wetaskiwin District Heritage 

Museum Centre & Star Store. 

This is the second year I co-organized the walk. 

We are hoping to make it an annual pilgrimage.  

-Chevi Rabbit -Katherine Swampy 

Walk in Honor Of Sisters in Spirit Day  

-Bruce Hinkley(left) Joshua Littlechild (middle) and Chief Randy Ermineskin (right) 
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Congratulations to the outstanding 

Ermineskin Athletes who were re-

cently selected to be a part of the 

Camrose Vikings AA team! 

From Left to right we have James Wolfe, Kye 

Minde, and Lazerin Ward all from Ermineskin 

 

We would like to thank the many people who 

participated in Orange Shirt Day. The turnout 

was incredible and really goes to show that now 

more then ever the atrocities committed 

against Indigenous youth as recently as 1996 

are getting closer and closer 

to the attention and public 

recognition they deserve. To 

anyone experiencing any 

trauma related either their 

or someone else’s experienc-

es 

with 

the 

IRS 

A Special Thank you to Orange Shirt Day Participants 

Shout Out to our Ermineskin Youth 
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Extended 

Oct. 12th, 

2021 
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