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Ermineskin continues to maintain curfew and clo-
sures of ECN buildings to maintain safety within 
the Nation due to the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic.  
Please remain patient with all essential workers as 
they navigate their jobs and maintain health 
guidelines. NHS, Public Works, and Security are 
working hard to ensure the safety of our resi-
dents. 
Hampers were assembled last week with the help 
of ECN staff members and volunteers, who also 
delivered hampers even while struggling with road 
issues caused by heavy rains. 
As always, please remember to maintain social 
distancing when spending time with loved ones. It 
is difficult when so many of us are feeling lonely 
and overwhelmed with the news on TV and social 
media. There are many resources available for 
mental health and stress issues, as well as many 
ways we can connect. Physical health is an im-
portant part of mental health and taking a walk 
or taking time to workout will help with stress.  
Public Works is working on road repairs and re-
quest that anyone passing a grader drive slowly. 
Many road repairs require a specific moisture level 
in the soil, so some repairs will need to wait for 
the proper conditions.  
NHS is working to get all those who are on assis-
tance to submit their banking information to lower 
the number of clients coming in to collect 
cheques. If you haven’t yet set up direct deposit, 
please contact the office during the posted office 
hours. 
Security working to maintain the curfew and to 
document incoming and outgoing traffic to the 
core would like you to be patient with them, as 
they are spending time away from their homes 
and families to keep you safe. It is a very stressful 
job and it is a relatively minor inconvenience put 
in place for our Nation’s safety.  
Ermineskin property management is working to 
help those who are experiencing issues in their 
home due to flooding. Please email Bev Littlechild 

if you have experienced flooding due to the 
weather at bevl@ermineskin.ca. Please include pho-
tos of the flooding, as well as your house num-
ber. 
As of press time we still have 0 cases of COVID-
19 in Ermineskin. Congratulations on your vigi-
lance so far! So many volunteers and local seam-
stresses came together to make masks to give 
out to residents of Maskwacis. There are now 237 
members in the “Masks 4 Maskwacis” Facebook 
page, and a lot of cloth masks from the page 
have been seen on faces in Maskwacis, Ponoka, 
and Wetaskiwin. Historians of the 1918 pandemic 
and scientists and doctors today point to the 
mask as the simplest way to lower the spread of 
diseases spread via droplets, like COVID-19. It is 
still suggested that you socially distance, wash 
your hands, and avoid touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth. Together we will make it through the 
pandemic to a time when we can get together 
and celebrate each other once again.  ~article by 
Sara Lee~ 
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International: 8,403,599 cases, 
451,383 deaths, 4,415,785 recovered 

National: 99,853 cases, 8,254 deaths, 
62,017 recovered 

Provincial:  7,530 cases, 151 deaths, 
6,893 recovered, 486 active cases 

 Calgary Zone: 224 active 

 Edmonton Zone: 201 active 

 Central Zone: 2 active 

 South Zone: 29 active 

 North Zone: 29 active 

 Unknown: 1 active 

Local: 0 cases 

(as of June 17, 2020) 

COVID-19 By the Numbers 
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Starting June 12 

 Stage 2 allows additional 
businesses and services to reo-
pen and resume operations 
starting June 12 with physical 
distancing requirements and 
other public health guidelines 
in place. 

Business operators, sport and 
recreation services can deter-
mine if they are ready to 
open and ensure all guidance 
for workplaces is met. 

What can open with  

restrictions 

• K-12 schools, for requested 
diploma exams and summer 
school, following guidance 

• libraries 

• more surgeries 

• wellness services such as 
massage, acupuncture and re-
flexology 

• personal services (esthetics, 
cosmetics skin and body treat-
ments, manicures, pedicures, 
waxing, facial treatments, arti-
ficial tanning) 

• movie theatres and theatres 

• community halls 

• team sports 

• indoor recreation, fitness and 
sports, including gyms and 
arenas 

• pools for leisure swimming 

• VLTs in restaurants and bars 

• bingo halls and casinos (but 
not table games) 

• instrumental concerts 

• provincial campgrounds at 
full capacity 

• Events and gatherings can 
be larger in stage 2 

• 50 people 
maximum: 
indoor social 
gatherings, 
including wed-
ding and fu-
neral recep-
tions, and 
birthday par-
ties 

• 100 people 
maximum: outdoor events and 
indoor seated/audience events, 
including wedding and funeral 
ceremonies 

No cap on the number of 
people (with public health 

measures in place): 

• worship gatherings 

• restaurant, cafes, lounges 
and bars 

• casinos 

• bingo halls 

• More flexibility for ‘cohort’ 
groups – small groups of peo-
ple whose members do not 
always keep 2 metres apart: 

• households can increase their 
close interactions with other 
households to a maximum of 
15 people 

• performers can have a co-
hort of up to 50 people (cast 
members or performers) 

• sports teams can play in re-

gion-only cohorts of up to 50 
players (mini leagues) 

• people can be part of a 
sports/performing cohort and 
a household cohort at the 
same time 

Still not approved in  

stage 2 

• social gatherings that exceed 

above listed maximums 

• regular in-school classes for 
kindergarten to Grade 12 – 
classes will resume September 
2020 

• vocal concerts (as singing 
carries a higher risk of trans-
mission) 

• major festivals and concerts, 
large conferences, trade shows 
and events (as these are non-
seated social events and/or 
vocal concerts) 

• nightclubs 

• amusement parks 

• Indoor children’s play places 

• hookah lounges (permitted 
for food and drink only) 

• major sporting events and 

tournaments 

Non-essential travel out-
side the province is not 
recommended – 
this won't be lifted until 
stage 3 of the relaunch 
strategy 

The success of Stage 2 will 
determine when Alberta pro-
gresses to Stage 3. Factors are 
active cases, health-care sys-
tem capacity, hospitalization 
and intensive care unit (ICU) 
cases, and infection rates. 

(from Alberta.ca) 

Alberta Enters Stage 2 of Reopening 
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Above: A stunning sunrise photograph submitted by Michelle Small. Miywâsin! 

Raising our voices against  

anti-Black racism 

At this moment, Black people across 

North America, and their allies, are 

raising their collective voices to fight 

against the systemic racism and injus-

tices that continue to marginalize the 

Black community. This comes in re-

sponse to the police killing of George 

Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota on 

May 25, 2020. This act of severe in-

justice has brought to light, in the 

most extreme way, the systemic rac-

ism that Black people continue to 

face. 

Although this tragedy occurred in the 

United States, we cannot ignore the 

anti-Black racism that exists in Cana-

da, nor can we ignore our 

own history of slavery, indentured 

servitude, and white supremacy. It's 

time to address the individual and 

systemic racism that exists in our le-

gal, health, education, social, econom-

ic, and political structures and that 

hinders full equality for all. 

The Commission supports the Black 

community in Alberta and across the 

country in seeking equality and coun-

tering racism and discrimination. A 

number of organizations in Alberta 

are doing important work to further 

the #blacklivesmatter movement and 

prevent and counter the discrimina-

tion that Black people face. 

Now is the time to listen. Learn. Und

erstand. And to raise your voice. 

Educate yourself on the history of 

slavery and white supremacy in Cana-

da and Alberta. Learn about the 

#blacklivesmatter movement. Seek to 

understand the legacy and intergener-

ational impacts of racism, racial dis-

crimination, inequality, and injustice. 

Support groups and organizations that 

are doing crucial anti-racism work 

here in Alberta. Be an ally by speak-

ing up and speaking out against rac-

ism and hate toward Black, Indige-

nous, and racialized people and com-

munities when you see it. 

Black rights are human rights. Togeth-

er, let's use our voices and take ac-

tion to create change and build a so-

ciety that is truly equal for all. 

(from albertahumanrights.ab.ca) 

Message from Michael Gottheil, 

Chief of the Commission and Tribunals, Alberta Human Rights 
Commission (June 5, 2020) 
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