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March 24th, 2020 Maskwacis, AB– The Four Na-

tions chiefs declared a State of Emergency in re-

sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic.  At the Ne-

yaskweyahk Okimaw Kamik Chief Craig Makinaw, 

Chief Vernon Saddleback of Samson Cree Nation, 

Chief Irvin Bull of Louis Bull, and Proxy Chief Brad-

ley Rabbit of Montana Cree Nation held a press 

conference with media to give their declaration, it 

was read by invited former Grand Chief Wilton Lit-

tlechild, also in attendance was Alberta Regional 

Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Marlene Poi-

tras.  

~We have declared this State of Emergency based 
upon our inherent and Treaty authority.  We are call-
ing upon the Government of Canada to uphold the 
provisions of Treaty No.6 specifically the Medicine 
Chest Clause, the Famine and Pestilence Clauses.  
Our recognized Treaty right to Health is supported 
through Article 24 of the UN Declaration of the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples.~  Excerpt from the declaration 

After signing the declaration the floor was opened 

up to questions by the Maskwacis citizens watch-

ing online via Facebook live, which had over 

12,000 viewers, it was also broadcast live on Hawk 

radio. One of the questions asked, “What will be 

implemented with declaring a State of Emergen-

cy?” 

Chief Craig Makinaw answered the question “As 

you’re aware the chiefs spoke on the different ser-

vices that we need, especially with buildings, medi-

cal doctors, supplies so that’s why this declaration 

is being done today, so that those services will be 

there for our people.  Cause, right now as we all 

know those services are not there, we are doing 

this to protect our people, so if this happens we will 

be ready.” 

Articles and Photos by Tara Cutarm 
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The Ermineskin Cree Nation leadership has initi-
ated several coordinated efforts in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Leadership engaged 
protocol and received guidance and support from 
elders through ceremony. 

The leadership has also been meeting with 
Emergency officials in regards to necessary 
steps in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The primary focus is to continue essential ser-
vices for our nation and keeping the risk low for 
the safety of employees and citizens. 
 
It has been announced that the Ermineskin 
Emergency Operations Plan has been activated 
as of March 16, 2020. 

ECN core Emergency Operations team meets 
regularly and will continue as needed. 

Over 50 employees attended the ESS 

training certification, the training offered 

staff skills and protocols to implement for 

emergency social services during an 

emergency situation in the community. 

Alberta Emergency Management Training  

March 11, 2020 - Ermineskin Cree Nation employees taking First Nations 

Emergency Social Services certification. 

ECN Core Emergency Operations team is 
comprised of:  
 
 Director of Emergency Management- Greg 

Minde 
 Assistant Director of Emergency Management 

- Richard Coyote,  
 Emergency Operations Center Manager – Josh 

Littlechild 

- Health -Maskwacis Health Services 

- Infrastructure, Industry, Tech Services, Proper            
ty Management, Public Works 
- Finance, IT & Communications 
- Personnel, Tribal Services, Social Services, 
- RCMP, Fire & Disaster Services, Security 
- Council, Admin and more 
 
The nation will continue to provide the citizens  

with updates for the community as new infor-

mation arrives. 

March 19, 2020 Ermineskin Prepares 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/albertaemergencymanagementtraining?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAoUIfOyy0YkZOlVb5DmouBH1spBDznPPN49Aiq69RSo-SCEMhOALusP5dTKSArPj4fjW7urbVz8RObZhfVto8l5mAmLI2Kp-xr8gHQxmThevjdvyLHnXn_XIgX8siG2EQiUjbLzLAt1Elp
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I know we are all concerned about the health 

and safety of everyone in our community as we 

face the COVID-19 pandemic. 

We are all aware that our citizens of Ermineskin 

Cree Nation along with the rest of the world are 

faced with a serious pandemic that is affecting 

several key areas specific to the health and 

safety of our Nation citizens.  

We would like to assure our citizens we are 

making it our top priority to address the safety 

our most vulnerable populations; which includes 

our children, Elders as well as those that have 

underlying health issues.  

It should be noted that those underlying health 

issues include diabetes, severe and environ-

mental allergies, high blood pressure, heart 

conditions, respiratory issues and heavy smok-

ers which are a cause of concern for many fam-

ilies that are affected. 

The ECN citizens should know that, on March 

11, 2020 ECN department directors and man-

agers underwent First Nations Emergency Man-

agement Certification.  

We also established our Emergency Operations 

Committee (EOC) which is continuing to active-

ly coordinate and implement the 

Emergency Management Plan; 

they have been conducting daily 

briefings which include regular 

contact with Indian Affairs and the 

Alberta Management Agency. 

Greg Minde, Ermineskin Director 

of Emergency Management partic-

ipates in the Maskwacis EOC 

briefings daily; where he then up-

dates our Ermineskin EOC team.  

Rest Assured, we are actively 

engaged in emergency manage-

ment for our nation. We are 

monitoring the status of the pandemic with-

in our health regions and following best 

practices to safeguard our citizens. 

I make clear directive for all ECN citizens to fol-

low Safety measures and protocols.  

In Closing, it is important that we remain collec-

tively calm and that we share in the responsibil-

ity to ensure that we are making safe choices 

that keep us all healthy.   

I cannot stress enough; we all must adhere to 

the strictest of guidelines when it comes to so-

cial (physical) distancing, self-isolation and san-

itization as we cannot place ourselves, our chil-

dren and our Elders at risk.  Remember, our El-

ders are the most vulnerable population among 

those with underlying health issues.   

 

It is important to have faith in our beliefs 

and know it is also important to remain posi-

tive, and know this too, will pass.  Other 

countries are coming out of this, and we will 

too, as long as we stay diligent and work to-

gether at keeping our citizens safe.    

    Ekosi maka. 

Hawk Radio Announcement  

Chief Addresses the Community 
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Ermineskin Cree Nation Administrator Update on ECN's COVID -19 

Pandemic Response  

Tanisi  

The Ermineskin Cree Nation Administration and 

Leadership team have been working consist-

ently to address immediate needs of our citi-

zens as a result to the current COVID-19 pan-

demic.  The emergency response includes the 

following precautions and measures to support 

our citizen’s:   

Most ECN Programs and Services have closed, 

while others are working from home, to ensure 

the safety of our employees and citizens, with 

the exception of essential services  

Administration is open with adjusted hours 

from 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM. Monday and 

Wednesday. 

Essential Services in areas such as Health, 

Fire, Police, Finance, Housing, Food Bank, 

Water Delivery and Garbage pickup will op-

erate as needed.  

Housing service calls will be limited to ONLY 

those regarding no heat, no water, and sewer 

back up issues. 

Food Bank Services require appointments as 

no walk-in will be accepted at this time. 

Our citizen’s received distribution to help them 

to obtain supplies, and food as needed for their 

families.  

Our Elders were also provided with Elders relief 

assistance (for 60 and older)  

External organizations such as local business-

es have also implemented their safety and risk 

management plans to integrate pandemic pre-

paredness to COVID-19 

Public facilities have been closed and ALL pub-

lic events have been cancelled.  

For safety measures, disinfection and sanitiza-

tion of ECN facilities has been made a priority. 

ECN Hunters were deployed to harvest and 

gather meat for our Elders and families in need. 

Please bear in mind, things are subject to 

change dependent upon the pandemic situ-

ation. 

To keep informed, look for updates and an-

nouncements on our Ermineskin social media, 

newsletter and also our website. A listing of 

the Ermineskin Emergency Contact Num-

bers is also available for the public. It will be 

posted around the community and available 

on our website. 

In closing, the ECN Administration will continue 

to work closely with the EOC team; in striving to 

provide for our citizens the essential services 

during this time. There will be more supports 

to come. 

I pray for our community and that we hold 

strong in Maskwacis.  Do take care, be well…

and be safe. 

Hai hai—Geraldine Hill 

Administrator Geraldine Hill gives an update on 

Hawk Radio March 23, 2020 9:45 am 
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“There is an important element of the Cree Na-

tion, the Cree have our own way, of our customs 

and traditions.  We have traditional practices  we 

have traditional medicines, we have traditional 

ceremonies they’re not being considered as im-

portant.  But, I want the general public to know, 

and especially our youth as well to know that 

they are important.  Yes, we have a health crisis.  

Yes, we have an economic crisis.  But, we 

should also be saying...Yes, we have a spiritual 

and cultural crisis.  Because that’s where a solu-

tion lies.  That's where treatment is available for 

the Cree Peoples.  Who have always been will-

ing to share with others.  I won’t go into detail 

about the use of our traditional medicines, which 

have been effective already with persons who 

have been impacted by the corona virus, in oth-

er words, lives have been saved already.  I want 

to thank our prayer warriors. Every day, every 

morning and throughout the day our spiritual 

leaders  our elders and warriors are offering 

thanksgiving and prayer for everybody not just 

for Maskwacis.  And that element, the spiritual 

element of the holistic view of health has to be 

engaged if we are going to succeed at a more 

faster pace than we are going.” - Dr. Wilton Lit-

tlechild 

Lawyer, former Chief Dr. Wilton Littlechild tells the Youth to be safe 

and take precautions during the COVID-19 Pandemic 

March 24, 2020 at Maskwacis Press Conference 
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The leadership, along with Ermineskins Emer-

gency Operations Center Management  are 

working on several projects to help meet the 

current needs as well as any future needs that 

may arise from the COVID-19 pandemic.  Sup-

plies have been ordered to assist those that 

require food and sanitary needs. In the follow-

ing weeks Kits and Hampers will be given on a 

priority basis when they arrive and are ready 

for distribution.  Hunters have also been sent 

out to gather meat for our elders and those in 

need, the meat will be distributed when it is 

ready and packaged.   Pigeon Lake, Smallboy 

Camp and Buck Lake are also being included 

in the Emergency Planning, where it is possible 

to do so.  They are also encour-

aged to obtain assistance in their 

regional areas as they qualify for 

those supports.   

What support is available at this time? 

Immediate relief for Albertans affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Alberta government will provide immediate finan-
cial relief to Alberta’s families and vulnerable popula-
tions. 
Emergency isolation support 
Eligible working Albertans can receive a one-

time emergency isolation support payment of 
$1,146 if they: 

 experienced total or significant loss of income as a 
result of having to self-isolate, or are the sole caregiver 
of a dependent who is self-isolating, and 
have no other source of compensation, such as work-
place sick leave benefits or federal employment insur-
ance benefits 
Utility payment deferral 

 Residential customers can defer electricity and 
natural gas bill payments for the next 90 days to en-
sure no one will be cut off, regardless of the service 
provider. 

 This program is available to Albertans who are ex-
periencing financial hardship as a direct result of 
COVID-19. For example, those who have lost their em-
ployment or had to leave work to take care of an ill fam-
ily member. 
Call your utility provider directly to arrange for a 90-day 
deferral on all payments. 
Learn more about the 90-day utility payment defer-
ral (PDF, 128 KB) 
Student loans repayment deferral 
We are implementing a six-month, interest free, morato-
rium on Alberta student loan payments for all Albertans 
in the process of repaying these loans. 

 Alberta Student Loan repayments will be paused for 

6 months, beginning March 30, 2020. 
Interest will not accrue during this period. This mirrors 

the approach of the Canada Student Loans Pro-
gram. This mirrors the approach of the Canada Stu-
dent Loans Program. 

 Students do not need to apply for the repayment 
pause. 
Banks and credit unions 
ATB financial customers 
Personal banking customers can apply for a defer-
ral on their ATB loans, lines of credit and mortgag-
es for up to 6 months. 
Federal government programs 
Albertans may also be eligible for financial supports 
through the federal government: 
Employment Insurance sickness benefits 

 Provides up to 15 weeks of income replacement for 
eligible Albertans who are unable to work due to illness, 
injury or quarantine (self-isolation). 
One-week waiting period is waived for people in self-
isolation. 
Emergency Care Benefit (launching April 2020) 
Provides up to 15 weeks of $900 bi-weekly payments to 
workers without paid sick leave (or similar workplace 
accommodation) who are sick, quarantined or forced to 
stay home to care for children. 
Canada Child Benefit 
Eligible parents will receive $300 more per child with 
their regular May CCB payment. 
GST rebate increase 
Provides low- and modest-income Albertans with a one-
time special payment in May of up to $400 for single 
people and $600 for couples. 

cupe.ca/canada-emergency-response-benefit  

Canada Emergency Response Benefit 

Hours: 7:30 am to 8 pm (open Mon-

day to Friday, closed statutory holi-

days) 

Toll free: 1-877-644-9992 

Email: css.ascc@gov.ab.ca  

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL SUPPORTS FOR OFF RESERVE 

https://www.alberta.ca/emergency-isolation-support.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/covid19-90-day-utility-deferral.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/covid19-90-day-utility-deferral.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/corporate/notices/coronavirus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/corporate/notices/coronavirus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/ei-sickness.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/corporate/notices/coronavirus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/corporate/notices/coronavirus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/corporate/notices/coronavirus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/corporate/notices/coronavirus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan/covid19-individuals.html#increased_goods_services_tax_credit
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan/covid19-individuals.html#increased_goods_services_tax_credit
tel:+18776449992
mailto:css.ascc@gov.ab.ca
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