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ᓀᔮᐢᑫᐧᔮᐦᐠ  ᐊᒋᒧᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᑭᓯᐤ  ᐲᓯᒼ ᓀᐅᐧᓵᑊ ᐊᑭᒪᐤ ᐊᓄᐦᐨ 

O n January 30
th
, 

2020 Chief 

Craig Makinaw and 

council members 

Clayton Wildcat, and 

Ryan Ermineskin met 

with various leaders 

of the NDP, Green, 

and Bloc Quebecois 

parties. The main 

purpose of the meet-

ings was to make 

connection and en-

sure that the Ermine-

skin position on the 

ten-year agreement 

was made known, to 

bring up the con-

cerns on the roll out 

of different legislation, issues of free, prior 

and informed consent, Child Welfare legis-

lation, issues on the Rights of Children, the 

Language bill, Pharmacare, and Treaty is-

sues. 

In the meetings Chief Craig stated on leg-

islation “We need Division 25 reviewed 

and rescinded and a real process devel-

oped to engage our nations in a process 

that respects our right of free, prior and 

informed consent. The present process is 

pushing us towards a ten-year agreement 

to terminate our rights. The Division of de-

partment, in August 2018 Prime Minister 

Trudeau announced without any discussion 

with Treaty Peoples that the Department 

Pressure on Ottawa  
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of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop-

ment along with First Nations and Inuit 

Health were going to be changed. The 

Prime Minister’s office is using the Order

–In-Council to enact changes to legisla-

tion and rights without oversight, this 

needs to change if Canada is going to 

be a democracy.”  

In relation to Child Welfare the Chief 

commented “The government of Cana-

da cooperating with the provinces have 

been removing children from our Na-

tions. In the placement of our Children 

within the provincial child welfare sys-

tem, the federal government without 

any legislative authority have been 

transferring monies voted for Indians to 

the provinces without our free, prior 

and informed consent. This is a violation 

of our Treaty Rights. Those transfer 

agreements need to be revoked and the 

monies redirected to our Nations. There 

are other resources that need to be ear-

marked – better housing, infrastructure, 

education and health facilities – these 

are all treaty rights.  

“Ermineskin is not going to submit our 

law on children to the federal system 

for approval. The federal system cannot 

give us jurisdiction. We have our own 

jurisdiction that pre- existed the making 

of Treaty with the British Crown in 

1877.” 

He followed up with the following state-

ment “Canada is in violation of its inter-

national obligations in relation to our 

children, and violate our Treaty Rights.  

When we made Treaty our children 

were not given away, but Canada has 

chosen to use our children, contrary to 

international law and a violation of the 

convention against genocide, children 

are not to be used as a means to de-

stroy a nation, Canada has used our 

children, first with the residential school 

process, now with the welfare process.  

Treaty peoples do not need more legis-

lation; we need our Treaties respected 

and a Treaty Based Funding process”. 

The party leaders listened to all the 

concerns brought forward, they asked 

questions for more understanding on 

certain topics to ensure that the mes-

sages they were given were made clear, 

NDP member of parliament Gord Johns 

stated that he was glad to hear directly 

about these issues, having them ex-

plained in detail on the impacts, how 

they affect the nation, and individuals, it 

allows for clarity and more urgency 

when hearing the stories of individuals 

impacted and further explained.  He 

stated he would do what he can to en-

sure these issues are brought forward 

and have a voice.  The sentiment was 

similarly echoed from the other party 

leaders they met with.    

After the meetings councilor Clayton 

Wildcat commented, “It makes a differ-

ence when you meet in person, the 

effectiveness of speaking one on one 

allows for more attention to Ermineskin’s 

position, and the need to address the 

issues at hand.”                                                                 

Article/Photos by Tara Cutarm 

Indigenous Spotlight 

Kiya Bruno of Samson Cree Nation sang the 
National Anthem in Cree/English at Rogers 
Place on February 8, 2020 

Taika Waititi becomes the first Maori to win an 
academy award for Adapted Screenplay, dedi-
cating it to Indigenous kids all over the world. 



 3 

Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Mikisiw Pîsim Newosâp Akimaw Anohc 

1. What flowers are kissable? 

2. If your uncle's sister is not your 
aunt, what relation is she to you? 

3. What starts with a T, ends with 
a T and has T in it? 

Answers from January 31, 2020 riddle corner: 

1. Your Name 

2. Your left hand 

3. 2 (9 + 5 hours = 2 o’clock) 

Last edition’s winner: 

Shawnna Houle 

Prizes available for the first 2 people 
with correct answers to contact Newslet-
ter Editor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February’s Ermineskin Cree Nation calendar 
page features the Ermine. What significance 
does an Ermine have or represent for Ermine-
skin? One correct answer selected at random 
will receive a copy of Ermineskin Cree Nation's 
2020 calendar. *February calendar photo of an 
Ermine was taken by IT and Communications 
Research Assistant - Janine Wildcat. 

Riddle Corner 
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W orld Health Organization chief Tedros Ad-

hanom Ghebreyesus gave a press briefing on 

February 11, 2020 about the novel Coronavirus: 

”We now have a name for the disease and it's 

COVID-19. 

“Under agreed guidelines between WHO, the World 

Organization for Animal Health and the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, we 

had to find a name that did not refer to a geo-

graphical location, an animal, an individual or group 

of people, and which is also pronounceable and 

related to the disease… Having a name matters to 

prevent the use of other names that can be inaccu-

rate or stigmatizing. It also gives us a standard for-

mat to use for any future coronavirus outbreaks. 

“Now to the coronavirus situation. 

“As of 6am Geneva time this morning, there were 

42,708 confirmed cases reported in China, and 

tragically we have now surpassed 1000 deaths - 

1017 people in China have lost their lives to this 

virus. Most of the cases and most of the deaths 

are in Hubei province, Wuhan. 

“Outside China, there are 393 cases in 24 coun-

tries, and 1 death.” 

As of press time there have been no new deaths 

outside of China. The threat to those in Canada 

remains low. ~article by Sara Lee with press releas-

es from the World Health Organization~ 

Coronavirus Update 
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Maskwacis Initiation Baby Hawks 

P roud parents of Maskwacis Initia-
tion Baby Hawks gathered in the 
seats of Rogers Place to see 

their children go head-to-head with a 
Tim Hortons Timbits team.  

The baby Hawks had the opportuni-
ty to skate at Rogers Place before 
the Oil Kings game on Saturday Feb-
ruary 1, 2020, as part of the Oil 
Kings Jubilee program. The program 
gives junior hockey teams the 
chance to get on the ice and experi-
ence the excitement of skating on 
an NHL rink in competition with oth-
er teams.  

The ice was divided into three sepa-
rate play areas and each game was 
an hour long. Way to go baby 
Hawks! ~article/photos by Sara Lee~ 

Tuesday February 11, 2020 

T he Four Nation Chiefs and 
the staff of the MCC Social 

Work Department met with the 
Alberta College of Social Work-
ers (ACWS)  at MCC as part 
of the ACWS site visit. The site 
visit is one of the steps in hav-
ing the Social Work Diploma 
Programs accredited. MCC has 
had their Social Work Diploma 
Programs accredited for 28 
years, but the new system for 
accreditation began in 2007 
under the Health Professions Act. It requires the 
regulatory body of ACWS to accredit the pro-
grams every seven years. Dean of the Social 
Work Department, Wilda Listener said, “We’re 
very proud of what we’ve accomplished in 
Maskwacis… and I’m always looking for what 
we’re going to do for the next seven years” 
To those interested in pursuing a career in so-
cial work, she said “Find out if this is the field 
you want to get into” and make sure you 

“[like] working with people, learning about so-
cial problems and you want to help.” 

Chief Craig Makinaw stated, “Keep up the 
good work and support that you give to our 
people. They do need it and know you're 
there for them” in his opening statement to 
ACWS. “I’d like to commend the college for 
doing the work that they're doing and having 
more social workers in the field.” 

Photo/article by Sara Lee 

Four Nation Chiefs Meet with CSW at MCC 
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T 
he External 
Affairs Director 
Danika Lightning, 

Tribal Law Officer Josh 
Littlechild, NGCI CEO 
Sam Minde, and MLT 
Aikins LLP Lawyer Billie 
Fortier presented the 
summary of the draft 
assessment and levy 
law at the Ermineskin 
Elders Center starting at 
5:30 PM on Tuesday 
February 11, 2020. The 
meeting was open to 
all members of Ermine-
skin Cree Nation.  

All attendees were invited to ask questions and 
give their input on the summary.  

“The Ermineskin Cree Nation’s Chief and Council is 
proposing to enact the : 

1. Ermineskin Cree Nation Assessment law, and 

2. Ermineskin Cree Nation Levy Law 

pursuant to the Ermineskin Tribal Systems Constitu-
tion and the Nation’s inherent rights recognized 
under section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 and 
the United Nations Declaration on the rights of In-
digenous People.” (from Billie Fortier’s presentation). 

The Assessment Law will “require the appointment 
of an assessor that will be responsible for assessing 
interests in the Nation’s reserve lands. In basic 
terms, an assessment is an estimate of the value of 
an interest in the Nation’s reserve land. The value 
will be determined as at July 1 of the year in 
which the interest is assessed.”  

“An ‘interest in the Nation’s reserve lands’ can in-
clude any of the following: 

 electrical transmission or distribution lines;  

 Telecommunication (ie. Phone and fibre optic); 

 Oil and natural gas wells; 

 Oil and natural gas underground pipelines;  

 In some cases, railway lines; and  

 Commercial leases and rights of way.” 

There will also be an “Assessment Review Board” 
with 3 members, who will be “responsible for hear-
ing appeals of property assessments carried out by 
the Assessor.” 

The Levy Law will “establish a regime that imposes 
and collects levies in respect of interests in the Er-
mineskin Cree Nation’s reserve.”  

The law will require Council to “adopt a law to 

impose levy rates on interests in reserve land on or 
before May 15 of each taxation year.” The Levy 
Law also has exemptions, including an interest: 

 held or occupied by the Nation, a Nation-
owned business, or a citizen of the Nation; 

 Occupied as a residence by one or more citi-
zens of the Nation and their relatives; 

Or those used by religious bodies, hospitals, 
schools, housing for senior citizens, or cemeteries 
(max 10 hectares).  

The money collected by the levies will be “placed 
into a local revenue account with a financial institu-
tion, separate from other moneys of the Nation” 
and “an expenditure of the revenue raised under 
the Levy Law must be made under the authority 
of an Expenditure Law.” 

The “levies charged under the Levy Law are a debt 
owed to the Nation and are recoverable by the 
Nation in any manner provided for in the Law.” 

An exciting point made by Ms. Billie Fortier is that 
the Levy Law “is not enacted under the Indian Act 
or the First Nations Fiscal Management Act” but is 
instead “enacted pursuant to the Nation’s inherent 
right of self-determination.” 

Ermineskin has not previously collected levies on 
interests going through our territory. Sam Minde 
stated, “the revenues that would be generated by 
the levies would be reinvested into the community 
in terms of job creation, business development, any 
infrastructure redevelopment, like we’ve done at 
the gas bar, with the pavement, with the pumps… 
we could just continue to invest it into the nation 
in terms of community development.” 

To learn more and give your input, you are invited 
to the next session at the Elder’s Center, on Febru-
ary 20, 2020 at 5:00PM. ~article/photos by SEL~ 

First Citizen Engagement Session for ECN Assessment and Levy Laws 
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PLEASE GATHER ALL THE DOCUMENTS YOU 
NEED TO COMPLETE YOUR INCOME TAX 
AND BENEFITS RETURN FOR 2019.  THIS IN-
FORMATION INCLUDE SLIPS (SUCH AS T4A 
(OAS), T4A (P), T5007).  CALL THE OFFICE IF 
YOU HAVE ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS. 

*George Nepoose from FINANCE department 
will be doing taxation electronically or our 
staff will be assisting the elders with filing 
taxes in mailing processed.  If you need assis-
tance please call either department.   

Ermineskin Band office 780 585-3941  

George at Finance Ext.298    

Elders Centre 780 585-3435, 780 585-3437 

Margaret Ext.263  

Deadline for filing is April 30, 2020 or post 
marked by May 1, 2020. 

ATTENTION: ERMINESKIN  
ELDERS 

NGCI Employment Opportunities! 

Bear Paw Trading Post 

Clerk 

Deadline: February 27, 2020 @ 6:00PM 

Please Submit Resume, 2 References and criminal 

record check to: 

Maureen Ward, VP Operations 

Fax: 780-585-0721, or email: maureen@NGCInc.ca 

Tara Vaudry-Tisdale, Manager 

Fax: 780-361-1957, or email: 

tara@bearpawtradingpost.ca 

 

NGCI VP Operations 

Deadline: March 5, 2020 @ 4:00PM 

Must submit CV, 3 letters of reference, and crimi-

nal record check to: 

Maureen Ward-Caisse, VP Operations 

Fax 780-585-0721, or email: maureen@NGCInc.ca 

Incomplete applications will be screened out 
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Fri. February 14, 2020 

Newsletter Day! 

FOOD BANK OPEN 

Mon. February 17, 2020 

Family Fun Day @ Nok/Arena/
Rec/BF. Starts at 10:30AM. Poster 
on Page 10 of this Newsletter 
edition. 

FOOD BANK CLOSED 

Tue. February 18, 2020 

Ermineskin Rec - Arts & Crafts 
Program - Giant Paper Roses & 
Flowers -  5:30-7:30PM 

Housing Maintenance Workshop 
(one day session): 9:00AM-
4:00PM @ Elder’s Center Class-
room. First 20 participants ac-
cepted. Call Trina Morin @ 780-
585-3886 to register. (door priz-
es)  

Kanawemahwasowin Kamik Open 
house - downstairs at NGCI Build-
ing from 10AM-2PM. 

FOOD BANK OPEN 

Wed. February 19, 2020 

Elder’s Gathering day 1@NOK 
10am-3pm 

Kanawemahwasowin Kamik Open 
house - downstairs at NGCI Build-
ing from 10AM-2PM. 

FOOD BANK OPEN 

Thu. February 20, 2020 

Elder’s Gathering day 2 @ NOK 
10am-3pm 

ECN Assessment and Levy Law 
citizen engagement meeting. 
5:00PM at Ermineskin Elders Cen-
ter. 

FOOD BANK CLOSED 

Fri. February 21, 2020 

FOOD BANK CLOSED 

Mon. February 24, 2020 

Housing Maintenance Workshop 

(one day session): 9:00AM-
4:00PM @ Elder’s Center Class-
room. First 20 participants ac-
cepted. Call Trina Morin @ 780-
585-3886 to register. (door priz-
es)  

FOOD BANK CLOSED 

Tue. February 25, 2020 

Ermineskin Rec - Arts & Crafts 
Program - Decorative Dream 
Catchers -  5:30-7:30PM 

FOOD BACK OPEN 

Wed. February 26, 2020 

Pe Sakastew Centre recruitment 
information session - Job opportu-
nities, bring your resume 2PM-
4PM and 6PM-8PM. Must have 
grade 12 or equivalency and 
class 5 driver’s license with no 
GDL. Soup and Bannock served 
and tour of facility provided. 
Contact Cameo Crier at 780-585-
4104 or cameo.crier@csc-
scc.gc.ca to register for preferred 
time slot. 

Kanawemahwasowin Kamik—CFS 
Annual General Meeting - 10-2 @ 
Neyaskweyahk Okimaw Kamik. 

COHI Day at Brighter Futures. 
10:30-3:00PM. Ages 0-5 

FOOD BANK OPEN 

Thu. February 27, 2020 

FOOD BANK OPEN 

Fri. February 28, 2020 

Newsletter Day! 

 

Job Opportunities! 

Homemaker/Caregiver with the 
Ermineskin Assisted Living 
(homecare) department.  

CLOSING: February 19, 2020  

Please Submit Application/
Resume, Copies of Certificates, 
Driver`s Abstract and updated 
Criminal Record Check to ECN 
Personnel department. 

Three (3) Committee Members 
with the Ermineskin Housing 
Committee  

CLOSING: February 26, 2020  

Please Submit Application/Resume 
and updated Criminal Record 
Check to ECN Personnel depart-
ment. 
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Additional Dates for Housing                   

Maintenance Workshop (one day          

sessions): February 24, March 2, 3, 4.  
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