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December 9, 2019 

Article/Photos by Sara Lee 

N eyaskweyahk ketayahk gathered at the 
Neyaskweyahk Okimaw Kamik to cele-

brate their annual Christmas dinner. Hosted by 
Elder’s Department staff, the event attracted a 
full house, with tables packed for the event. 

The dinner was emceed by Jerry Saddleback, 
catered by Toni Potts, with live carols, and a 
dance troop accompanied by Perfect Storm. 
Nicole Johnson-Minde was also on site to take 

photos of the elders, with Santa Claus and fun 
Christmas props. Elders watched Collin Rain, 
Jody Littlechild, Tayli Yellowbird, and Kalani 
Cutknife dance Chicken Dance style and Fancy 
Shawl style after eating.  

Elders were invited to round dance at the end 
of the event, then received gifts from the El-
ders Department. The round dance music was 
provided by Bear Street. 

“Merry Christmas and Have a Safe Holiday 

From the Assisted Living Staff & Elder’s Staff” 

Elder’s Christmas Dinner 
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Saturday December 14, 2019 

Article/Photos by Sara Lee 

T he Kanawemahwasowin Kamik—Child Family Services 
department held a dinner at the Neyaskweyahk 

Okimaw Kamik for Ermineskin children in care and their 
families. This was the first dinner of its kind for CFS and 
it was a resounding success. 

Opening remarks and an Elder prayer were offered prior 
to the Turkey and Ham dinner catered by Toni Potts. 
The children and attendees were entertained with live 
Christmas carols, facepainting by Janine Wildcat, and a 
bouncy castle.  

“We at the Kanawemahwasowin Kamik Program for Chil-
dren and Families would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you and expressed gratitude to all those that helped 
with the Christmas Event that was held for children and 
their families that receive services from Alberta Children's 
Services. We would like to thank respective Chief and 
Council, Band Administrator Geraldine Hill, Bear Street 
Singers, the Kanawemahwasowin Kamik Committee 
members, Pricilla Roan, Elvin Wolfe, Catering by Toni 
Potts-Wolfe, Craig Roan, Pete Roan, Billi D Strongman 
and Steve Mulley and his team. This event was a suc-
cess and the children, youth and families thoroughly en-
joyed the day." 

December 17, 2019 

Article/Photos by Sara Lee 

A 
ll four of the Ermine-
skin Kindergarten 
classes performed at 
the annual Christmas 

Concert in the EES Gymnasi-
um. 

Packed seats full of proud 
parents watched and lis-
tened as kids sang a selec-
tions of songs, including a 
performance of all four clas-
ses singing popular Nehiyaw 
awasisak songs. K4 and K5 
children all sang wonderful-
ly, with spot-on dance 
moves and enthusiastic voic-
es. Principal Mr. Currie kept 
the performance flowing 
with anecdotes of current 
and past students. 

Kanawemahwasowin Kamik Christmas Dinner 

Ermineskin Kindergarten Christmas Concert 

Top: Kanawemahwasowin Kamik staff and volun-
teers, bottom: Children enjoying the bouncy castle 

Above: Students performed as proud parents enjoyed the music and dancing 
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December 17, 2019 

Article/Photos by Sara Lee 

V olunteers gathered at the Ne-
yaskweyahk Okimaw Kamik to wrap 

the Santas Anonymous Gifts for this year. 

Dozens shared their Christmas cheer to 
get the job done before the gifts are 
handed out from 1:00PM-8:00PM on 
Thursday December 19, 2019. Christmas 
tunes and awesome Star Wars decorations 
gave the event a festive feeling. 

Santas Anonymous Wrapping Session with Volunteers 
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1.  You see a 
boat filled with 
people. It has 
not sunk but 
when you look 
again you don't 
see a single per-
son on the boat. 
Why?  

2. A woman 
shoots her hus-
band, then holds 
him underwater 
for 5 minutes. 
Next, she hangs 
him. Right after, 
they enjoy a 
lovely dinner. Ex-
plain.  

3. What disap-
pears as soon as 
you say its 
name? 

Last Editions an-
swers:  

1. A candle 

2. A map 

3. The letter ‘r’ 

*Prizes will be given 
to the first 2 people 
to contact the news-
letter with the correct 
answers in the New 
Year (January 6, 
2020) 

Ermineskin 
Newsletter 

Riddle Corner 
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2019 

Photos and information submitted 
by Samson Fung 

T he Ermineskin communications 
tower has been placed after 

several steps in construction, includ-
ing placement of three screw piles 
placed after soil testing to guaran-
tee the sturdiness of the structure.  

The tower provides an extended 
computer network infrastructure to 
all facilities that operate outside the Band Admin-
istration Office, such as Public Works and the Elders 
Center. It is a 150 foott (45 meter) tower which 
meets CSA S37-13 standard. Once the screw pile 
foundation was built, the Contractor brought in the 
pre-fabricated tower and all necessary lighting for 
installation. They supplied and installed all transmis-
sion lines and mounts, mounted hardware and 
grounding cabinets at the base, supplied all anten-
nae mounting hardware. They provided electrical 
service and UPS at the base of the tower as re-
quired to support tower equipment, as well as a 
microwave link between administration and com-

munications tower, and moved all currently in-use 
old tower antennae to the new tower.  With the 
new tower in place the Ermineskin remote facilities/
buildings share the Band Adminstration Office’s net-
work resources, have the same high speed internet 
connection, and the tower makes it possible for 
future expansion aof a variety of services at exter-
nal buildings, as well as opening the way to possi-
bly generate revenue by leasing tower space to 
third party wireless service providers. This tower 
should also solve the intermittent “no clear line of 
sight’ wireless issue for good. 

December 12, 2019 

Article/Photos by Sara Lee 

S 
taff, invited guests, and ticket 
holders for the ECN Staff Banquet 
gathered at the Fantasyland Hotel 

ballroom for an evening of food, music, 
and exciting door prizes. The theme this 
year was “Masquerade Party.”  

After an invocation, smudge, and grand 
entry the traditional dance troupe per-
formed, dinner was available buffet 
style, and an open mic was available 
for anyone wanting to sing.  

Hypnotist Sebastian Steel brought out 
huge belly laughs in the audience while 
getting the hypnotized guests act out 
crazy antics, like covering up with chairs 
because they believed they were in the 
arctic in their swimsuits.  

Musical guest “Constant Reminder” 
amazed guests with lots of oldies sung 
with charisma and strength. Kayla Cutarm was one 
of the evening’s big winners, as she was the lucky 

winner of the trip for two to Las Vegas. 

Ermineskin Cree Nation Staff Banquet 

Communications Tower Up and Running 
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Submission from Dave Buffalo 

Edited by Sara Lee 

Photos by Janine Wildcat 

D 
ue to weather, public participation was 
affected at the November 26-27 Re-
charge Your Life with only fourteen 

(14) participants able to attend and complete 
the workshop. The workshop was facilitated 
with expressive arts and emotional freedom 
techniques, and participants worked through 
some personal 
challenges and 
difficulties 
within the 
“creative ritual 
art space”. 
Participants 
searched for 
words to write 
an “un-
investment of 
themselves, 
(and) their 

lives.” They drew, colored, and painted founda-
tions of themselves on wood, a natural ele-
ment common within our community. The first 
piece of work was a “global work.” Partici-
pants contributed to each other’s “landscape 
work.” The next piece was an individual por-
trait of themselves (home, person, family), 
where they colored all the white space. Each 
participant identified faults and strengths. “It 
takes no skill to point out what is wrong, the 
challenge and gift is to own what is strong.” 

Friday December 5, 2019 

Article/Photos by Sara Lee 

The EJSHS travel club hosted a toy bin-
go as a fundraiser for their upcoming 
trip to Costa Rica. 

The Bingo caller was volunteer Sonya 
Montour. The travel club is run by three 
teachers: Miss Rymer, Ms. Kaley Gajdos-
tik, and Mr. Reeser.  

“Some of our students actually went to 
Costa Rica two years ago… We’re flying 
into San Jose, then we’re going to a 
chocolate plantation, and a coffee plan-
tation, and going through the cloud for-
est, also known as the rainforest… Then 
we’re going up to a traditional village 
where there are Indigenous Costa Ricas. 
Then we’re going to a volcano, then out 
to the Pacific Coast to Manuel Antonio. 
Seven days full of biodiversity,” said Miss 
Rymer.  

A huge bear (seen above) was being raffled 
off for $5 a ticket, with Jenelle Lightning bring-
ing home the big prize. 

Recharge Your Life 

Toy Bingo at EJSHS 
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November 5, 2019 

Article by Sara Lee/Information submitted by Mi-
chael Gabriel 

A workshop hosted at the River Cree Resort & 
Casino focused on Protecting the Indigenous 
Legacy through our records and information 
management. The event was hosted by Ricoh, 
with representatives present, and was facilitated 
by Franz Gangl. Presentations were also offered 
by Omar Khatib, and Randy Risto of MESC, 
and Kevin Keech from the  City of Camrose. 

According to the presentation: “The manage-
ment of Indigenous records and collections pre-
sent tremendous challenges. The growing need 
for organizations and communities to preserve 
digital records as well as secure their infor-
mation necessitates a digital transformation. 
Protecting and revitalizing your stories and cul-
ture is important; there must also be the con-
sideration not directly to transform records but 
to treat them in a way that will be respectful 
and relevant.” 

“Participants [learned] more about how Infor-
mation Management (IM) systems collects and 
[manage] community information that is First 
Nations-controlled, accurate and digitally re-
sponsive. Attendees... examine[d] the key com-
ponents of program governance, discuss[ed] 
the organizational requirements for establishing 
a program, and review[ed] practical solutions 
for the daily management of information in all 
formats.” 

“Panel experts 
[shared] insights 
of their digital 
transformation 
journey and dis-
cuss[ed] readi-
ness, policy and 
guideline devel-
opment, as well 
as grants and 
funding oppor-
tunities.” 

 

December , 2019 

Article/Photos by Sara Lee 

MCC  hosted an AGM. It was a mo-
mentous occasion, as 2019 marks 

45 years since MCC first opened it’s doors.  

Chairman Bradley Rabbit emceed the event, 
which saw chiefs, councilors, and board mem-
bers in attendance.  

An important issue in the past year was the 
Treaty Right to Education, and the importance 
of the Four Nations working together.  

This year saw the launching of an MCC press, 
which has since printed about a hundred 
Maskwacis Cree dictionaries, which were dis-
tributed to dignitaries and board members.  

The AGM included a review of the past 
minutes of the 2018 AGM, appointment of the 
Board of Governors, the President’s Report by 
Dr. Claudeine Louis, and a presentation of the 
MCC 2019 Audit by Doyle & Company CPAs. 

The Deans of the various departments were 
also asked to make a quick presentation. 

Notable achievements this year included the 
College having the largest Graduation numbers 
ever, with 66 students finishing programs. 

Maskwacis Cultural College 
Hosts AGM 

Protecting the Indigenous Legacy: Records & Information Management Workshop 

Above: Tamara Wildcat, Michelle 
Campeau, and Josh Littlechild sit in 
the workshop 



 8 

Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Pawâcakinasîs Pîsim Nîstanaw Akimaw Anohc 

December 15, 2019 

Article/Photos by Sara Lee 

E 
rmineskin Cree Nation hosted a 
Christmas event for residents in Pi-
geon Lake and Buck Lake at the 
Pigeon Lake Recreation Center. 

The dinner was accompanied with live 
christmas carols, and was followed by 
door prize giveaways and a visit from 
Santa Claus.  

"Thank you to Ermineskin Chief and 
Council and the Band Administrator for 
supporting the Pigeon Lake & Buck Lake 
Christmas Dinner.  The evening brought 
more families out than last year and was 
enjoyed by all. Fun was had by all." -
Chrystal Littlechild-Hill 

T 
oday I want to hold a little space for the 
people who aren't feeling merry or joyful 
& might be wondering how they're gon-

na get through the holiday 
season. 

The people who lost some-
one this year and are brac-
ing themselves for the first 
time without them. 

The people who are going 
home to guaranteed body 
shaming & fat phobia. 

The people whose mental 
health issues won't magical-
ly disappear just because 
it's Christmas. 

The people with eating dis-
orders who are worried 
about holding onto recov-
ery when everything is so 
food-centered this time of year. 

The people who are struggling to afford every-
day life and might go into debt trying to keep 
up with the celebrations. 

The queer kids who aren't able to fully be 

themselves around family because it might not 
be safe. 

The people gathering strength to fight against 
racist comments round the 
dinner table. 

The people who don't drink 
anymore and will have to 
keep explaining why be-
cause who doesn't drink 
over the holidays? 

The carers, the retail work-
ers, the hospital staff, every-
one working extra time un-
der extra pressure for not 
enough extra pay. 

Anyone who's just feeling 
overwhelmed and like they 
can't keep up with it all. 

I see you. And I want you 
to know that it's totally 

okay to feel exactly how you feel. To get 
through this year however you can. To protect 
and preserve yourself whenever you're able to. 
And to take this season a day at a time 

~submission~ 

Pigeon Lake and Buck Lake Dinner 



 9 

Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Pawâcakinasîs Pîsim Nîstanaw Akimaw Anohc 

Fri. December 20, 2019 

Newsletter Day! 

Mon. December 23, 2019 

Female Bootcamp @ Recrea-

tion. 11AM-12PM 

Athlete Bootcamp @ Recrea-

tion. 12PM-1PM 

Tues. December 24, 2019 

Christmas Eve 

Wed. December 25, 2019 

Christmas Day 

Thu. December 26, 2019 

Female Bootcamp @ Recrea-

tion. 11AM-12PM 

Athlete Bootcamp @ Recrea-

tion. 12PM-1PM 

Video Game Night @ Recrea-

tion. 5PM-8PM. Pizza & drinks 

provided. Can bring own con-

sole and controllers. 

Fri. December 27, 2019 

Volleyball Night @ Recreation. 

6PM-8PM. Bring proper foot-

wear and water bottles 

Family Movie Night @ Recrea-

tion. 2PM-4PM. Popcorn, hot 

dogs & water. 

Mon. December 30, 2019 

Female Bootcamp @ Recrea-

tion. 11AM-12PM 

Athlete Bootcamp @ Recrea-

tion. 12PM-1PM 

Video Game Night @ Recrea-

tion. 5PM-8PM. Pizza & drinks 

provided. Can bring own con-

sole and controllers. 

Tue. December 

31, 2019 

New Year’s 
Eve! 

Female Bootcamp @ 

Recreation. 11AM-

12PM 

Athlete Bootcamp @ 

Recreation. 12PM-

1PM 

Wed. January 1, 2020 

New Year’s Day! 

Thu. January 2, 2020 

Volleyball Night @ Recreation. 

6PM-8PM. Bring proper foot-

wear and water bottles 

Fri. January 3, 2020 

Female Bootcamp @ Recrea-

tion. 11AM-12PM 

Athlete Bootcamp @ Recrea-

tion. 12PM-1PM 

Sat. January 4, 2020 

Family Movie Night @ Recrea-

tion. 2PM-4PM. Popcorn, hot 

dogs & water. 

Mon. January 6, 2020 

Administration Office resumes 

regular hours 

Tues. January 7, 2020 

Distribution date for all 

Ermineskin Band 
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