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S eptember 19, 2019 - After 7 years of 
planning, ECN has finally opened the 

doors of its Multipurpose Center to the 
public with an open house.  

The event ran from 11:00AM until 
2:00PM, with a pipe ceremony at 10:30 
AM. Kisikaw K’Sayin led the pipe ceremo-
ny with help from oskapewis. Chief Craig 
Makinaw, members of council, representa-
tives from ATCO, and Tribal Law Officer 
Josh Littlechild also attended. 

The hall has a large central room capable 
of accommodating 200 people and a ful-
ly equipped kitchen. There is also a sitting 
area to the East of the building with a 
fire-pit and a protective fence, and a play-
ground for children to enjoy. 

Emcee Josh Littlechild led introductions 
following the pipe ceremony, with a drum 
group singing songs to honour the event, 
and speeches from Chief Makinaw, Sales 
Manager of Community Development at 
ATCO Sustainable Communities Dean Seiz, 
and Councillor Collin Wildcat. Mr. Seiz 
gifted Chief Makinaw with a plaque, and 
Collin Wildcat with the shovel from the 
groundbreaking event.   

“We’ll have a lot of events, and a lot of meetings 
here. This will be a busy place for the next year,” 
said Chief Makinaw, after thanking the ATCO con-
struction workers for their hard work. 

“This was a really exciting project to get done.” 
said Dean Seiz.  

“A few years ago I was asked to oversee this 

project,” said Councillor Collin Wildcat. “We had a 
few issues getting this building done,” said Collin, 
as trade tariffs on steel almost put the build in 
jeopardy, as well as flooding this past July. “This 
building has already done what it was built for, 
it’s for our happy times, our sad times. It’s a 
meeting place, a gathering place.”  

   ~article/photos by Sara Lee~ 

ECN Multipurpose Centre Open House 
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S 
eptember 14, 2019 
- Chrystal Littlechild
-Hill and Debbie 

Strongman-Omeasoo of 
Kanawemahwasowin Ka-
mik hosted a naming cer-
emony for children and 
families of children in 
care. Kenneth Roan and 
oskapewis, Edwin 
Frencheater, Lorraine 
White, Ida Bull and help-
ers Noreen and Carol 
held the ceremony at 
Kenneth Roan’s private 
residence in Mameo. 
Dozens of people were in 
attendance. During the 
ceremony, there was 
singing for the children 
and explanations for why 
the names were chosen.  

Chrystal Littlechild-Hill 
spoke to the assembled, 
giving some history to 
the event, “What we’ve 
been doing in Ermineskin 
is going through a pro-
cess, we’ve been listening 
to our community and 
working with our elders 
and our leadership and our citizens. We’re 
really bringing our children back home to 
where they belong… through ceremony. 
We’re ceremony people. Many of our chil-
dren have very limited opportunity to 
(attend ceremony) when they grow up in a 
system. And a system that isn’t ours or 
built by us.” Elder Ken Roan said that the 
names will be used in an opposing fashion 
of the Indian registration system, that the 
Cree names will be a way to register our 
children back into our Nation and our way 
of life. 

Elder Ken Roan spoke before the beginning 
of the ceremony, “Tatawaw… it’s a good 
day for a spiritual ceremony gathering, this 

is what we do. This is what are grandpar-
ents did for us. When we were little chil-
dren, it’s a nurturing of gratitude for me, 
myself, my brother Edwin. The way our 
[grandparents] took us in. Conditioning us in 
this way of life, this ceremony way of 
ours... I’m really thankful for how far it took 
me… We call them law lodges (the ceremo-
nies), where all people come, all walks of 
life, to our ceremonies… we welcome. To 
come as one people, one tribe, with one 
mind, one heart, one spirit.”  

Following the ceremony, there was a feast. 
At the end of the event attendees were in-
vited to the Pigeon Lake Recreation Center.  

~article/photos by Sara Lee~ 

Kanawemawasowin Kamik Hosts Naming Ceremony 

Top left to right: Debbie Strongman-Omeasoo, Lorraine White and wom-
en elders, Chrystal Littlechild-Hill, Joanne Oskatamin-Potts. 

Centre: Ken Roan speaking at the gathering.  

Bottom, left to right: Ken Roan, Edwin Frencheater, attendees watching 
the speakers, a young child in attendance. 
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S 
eptember 20, 2019 - A special Buffalo Treaty 
event was celebrated with the Governor Gen-
eral Awards in Samson. 

 A reenactment of the Treaty Six signing was per-
formed at the Jonas Applegarth Theatre. There 
were also speakers Dr. Leroy Littlebear and Dennis 
Omeasoo.  

Dr. Leroy Littlebear spoke about the nature of the 
traditional world view as opposed to that of colo-
nizers. “For us, the world is always in flux, it is al-
ways changing.”  

Dennis Omeasoo introduced his work with Regina 
Catholic Schools, sharing the Winter Count Buffalo 
Robe bundle and it’s significance; “a collection of 
prayers acquired through spiritual ceremonies in-
volving all people affected by residential schools.” 

Following the speakers was the signing of new sig-
natories to the Buffalo Treaty. The Buffalo Treaty 
was first signed in 2014 with the Blackfeet Nation, 
Blood Tribe, Siksika Nation, Piikani Nation, among 
others. They invited the Chiefs of the Four Nations 

in Maskwacis to sign. The treaty was created to 
“honour, recognize, and revitalize the time imme-
morial relationship we have with Buffalo” (The 
Buffalo: A Treaty of Cooperation, Renewal and Res-
toration). ~article/photos by Sara Lee~ 

October 14, 2019 - Thanksgiving Monday, Offices 

Closed 

October 18, 2019 - Off Friday, Offices Closed 

November 1, 2019 - Off Friday, Offices Closed 

Important Dates: Administration Building 

Chiefs Sign Buffalo Treaty at Nipisihkopahk Secondary School 

Left: Dr. Leroy Littlebear, centre/right: dancers 
for the buffalo dance 

 



 4 

Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Onôcihitowipîsim Nîstanaw Tepakohposâp Akimaw Anohc 

More photos of the    Er-
mineskin Multi-Purpose Cen-
ter 

Top left: fire pit with wind 
break and seating 

Top Right: Front Entrance 

Bottom Left: Fully equipped 
kitchen 

Bottom Right: Playground 
for children 18 months to12 
years old. ~photos by Sara 
Lee~ 
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T he External Affairs department 
staff hosted representatives 

from Gowling WLG at the Jim Rat-
tlesnake Building for an evening 
informational session about the 
Court Approved Indian Day 
Schools Class Action law suit. The 
Jim Rattlesnake was packed with  
past students of the Four Nations 
area schools eager for information. 

~article/photos by Sara Lee~ 

Court Approved Indian Day School          
Information Session 

 

~submitted by Danika Lightning~ 

The Kanawemah-
wasowin Kamik Pro-
gram held a Naming 
Ceremony for all 
our children and 
youth that are cur-
rently in care with 
Alberta Children’s 
Services.  With that, 
we would like to ex-
press our gratitude 
and appreciation to 
our Elders; Kenneth 
Roan, Lorraine 
White, Ida Bull and 
Edwin Frencheater. 
We also extend our 
appreciation to our 
helpers, cooks, Joey 
Hamelin, CFS Staff, 
Band Administrator 
and caregivers that 
made this a very 
special day for our 
children, youth and 
their families. I 
would also like to 
thank my team in 
their hard work and 
contributions to this 
special event.  Great 
work by all.  

~submitted: Chrystal 
Littlechild-Hill~ 
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S 
eptember 24, 2019 - Recharge 
Your Life instructor David Buffa-
lo led his first class of the new 

season at the Elder’s Centre. Day 
one of the class featured “Emotional 
Freedom Tapping,” a type of energy 
work that involves tapping the body 
in specific places and repeating affir-
mations.  

Day two of the class saw the stu-
dents doing some expressive art. 
Students made an art piece, which 
Mr. Buffalo then interpreted for each 
participant. Different usage of colour 
and assembly of the art gave differ-
ent readings.  

David Buffalo gave each reading 
with words of wisdom, kindness, 
and encouragement. “Fear is the 
cheapest room in our house,” said 
Mr. Buffalo.  

Interested parties can sign up for upcoming Re-
charge Your Life classes with the Community 

Wellness department at 780-585-3741. The 
next session is October 23 and 24, 2019.  
   ~article/photos by Sara Lee~ 

T 
ansi!  My name is Megan Ermineskin. 
I am one of 11 Indigenous interns 
from all over Canada chosen by 
VIDEA to take part on a 4 month 

overseas internship in Africa. I have been in 
Zambia since August and will return home 
in December 2019. 
In this internship, you either get placed in 
Uganda or Zambia. I am placed in the small 
town of Lundazi, Zambia working with the 
Rising Fountains organization. Rising Foun-
tains focuses on community development in 
which we have a number of current pro-
jects based on women’s rights and local 
governance, human rights, HIV/AIDS, improved forest 
management, and financial services and livelihood in 
women! Living in Zambia has not only achieved my goal 
of self-growth, I have also gained so much knowledge on 
global issues in accordance to good governance, environ-
ment, and gender. I'm so excited to continue learning 
and to share everything I've learned back home!  
Coming into this internship, I had no idea what to ex-
pect. I only had a personal goal of self-growth and to 
learn about  
myself and it was an opportunity to get away from 
home for a few months, I had no idea that this would 
be so much more than just self-growth. It was quickly 
during the pre-departure briefing when learning about 
Africa that I realized the change I want to make in Er-

mineskin and Maskwacis. I hope to come home and in-
spire the youth of Maskwacis to go for opportunities like 
this. This internship has influenced me in so many positive 
ways and has impacted my world view greatly. The peo-
ple I've met so far in Zambia are so amazing, kind, and 
welcoming.  
If you are between the ages of 18-35 and are wanting 
to travel, to learn, to experience a new culture, and to 
meet amazing people, VIDEA is now interviewing to bring 
the next cohort to Africa in January 2020, and another 
cohort in April 2020! 
For more information on the process or to apply, vis-
it videa.ca/indigenous-internships-2/ Hai hai.  

  ~article submitted by Maureen Ward~ 

Local Youth Interns in Africa 

Left: Megan Ermineskin, Right: Megan with associates and new friends 

Recharge Your Life 
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E 
rmineskin 
Cree Nation 
welcomes 
staff member 

Rene McCarthy, 
the new Political 
Analyst with the 
External Affairs De-
partment.  

Under the direction 
of the Ermineskin 
Cree Nation (ECN) External Affairs Director the 
incumbent will conduct research and analysis 
of Provincial, Federal and/or International legis-
lations and policy affecting Treaty based rights 
as well as Federal fiduciary obligations.  The 
Political Analyst will also maintain contact and 
monitor the activities of other Treaty and po-
litical organizations.  The Political Analyst will 
provide recommendations, reports and develop 
political opinion, statements, and political strat-
egies on issues as prioritized by Ermineskin 
Cree Nation Chief and Council. 

S eptember 19, 2019 - The Maskwacis Minor 
Hockey board held their AGM at the Four 

Nations Arena lobby.  

Maskwacis Minor Hockey President Sean 
Threefingers spoke, introducing present dignitar-
ies and reading out the list of people on the 
board. Mr. Threefingers announced that there 
will be a Reffing clinic in November, and said 
that anyone interested in coaching or reffing 
should contact the Maskwacis Minor Hockey 
office at 780-585-3771. There will be a fundrais-
ing opportunity for selling 50/50s. 

Secretary Kashina Swampy’s report included a 
wish to increase the levels of communication 
within the board, as well as with Parents and play-
ers.  

Treasurer Myrna Buffalo urged parents to finish pay-
ing their child’s fees, as this year they will be 
banned from getting on the ice after the deadline 
of October 1st if they haven’t paid yet.  

Several board positions are now opened to volun-
teers interested in working with the MMH Board. 
“We’re run by volunteers, and would like to see a 
lot more parental involvement,” urged Kashina 
Swampy.  

Parents were able to voice their concerns with 
Hockey Alberta representatives. Issues with bullying 
from teammates and their coaches, were brought 
up, as well as the racism they face from outside 
players, coaches, refs and parents. 

A meal was served and several door prizes were 
given out, as well as 2 chances to win tickets for 
that night’s game at Roger's Place where the Ed-
monton Oilers played the Calgary Flames. 

~article by Sara Lee, Photo by Tara Cutarm~~ 

Maskwacis Minor Hockey AGM 

Congratulations to the Brosox for their win at the Men’s 
Comp Provincial Champions! Seen above, players include: 
Tyrone Ermineskin, Caycee Littlechild, and Landon Wagner  

Political Analyst 

Left to right:  

Jordayna Little-
child, Mariah  

Ermineskin,  

Alexendria Lee, 
Niquina Crier-
Soosay 

~photo by Sara 
Lee~ 

Young Spirit Winds Graduates 
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S 
eptember 23, 2019 - 
Ermineskin Junior 
Senior High School 

began their annual Treaty 
Six week with a flag-raising 
ceremony. The ceremony 
began with an honor song 
performed by the school 
drum group, coinciding 
with a raising of the flags. 
Elder Marvin Littlechild 
spoke to the assembled 
students, which included a 
delegation of student and 
staff visitors from Ashoro, 
Japan. His speech in Cree 
and English was about the 
history and importance of 
the signing of Treaty Six. 
Chief Bobtail signed the 
adhesion on September 25, 
1877 at Blackfoot Cross-
ing, and Ermineskin cele-
brates Bobtail day on this 
day every year.  

Cadence Dion, an EJSHS 
grade 12 student, danced 
for the staff, students, and 
guests from Japan. Follow-
ing her dance the stu-
dents from Ashoro sang 
2 songs, one in Japanese, 
the other an English cov-
er of “A Whole New 
World” from the Aladdin 
movie soundtrack. 

“In the spirit of friend-
ship,” the Japanese stu-
dents were invited to 
stand in a circle and 
were then joined by staff 
and students from EJSHS 
in a round dance.  

Right: Image of the num-
bered treaties, from 
https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Numbered_Treaties 
~article/photos by SEL~ 

EJHS opens Treaty Six Week 
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Fri. September 27, 2019 

Newsletter Day 

MEC Open House and 10th Anni-
versary Celebration - Ermineskin 
Mall - 12PM-4:30PM 

Healing from Family Violence, 
Two day workshop, Day 2 of 2. 
Jim Rattlesnake Building, registra-
tion and coffee 9:30AM, Work-
shop 10-4. Lunch and Light 
snacks provided. Certificate for 
full attendance. Register: Brighter 
Futures @ 780-585-2000 or 780-
585-2400. 

Sat. September 28, 2019 

Ermineskin Minor Sports Bingo 
Fundraiser: Evening. To Volunteer 
please call Jackie Littlechild @ 780
-585-3760. 

Mon. September 30, 2019 

MCTC Grand Opening—9AM-
2PM. NGCI Building. For more 
information, call 780-585-0016. 

Female Bootcamp - Rec - 6-7PM, 
register - 780-585-3088 

Pow Wow Singing Program, Rec-
reation 6PM-7PM @ Jim RS, Regis-
ter: 780-585-3088 

Tues. October 1, 2019 

MHS Shape Program 10 week 
program, weigh-ins Tuesdays 
from 9am-3pm 

Rec Arts & Crafts Program - Can-
vas wall art,  5-7pm, snacks in-
cluded, youth and adults wel-
come 

Youth Fitness Strength Training, 
6PM-7PM, Jim RS. Ages 12+, reg-
ister: 780-585-3088 

Wed. October 2, 2019 

Pow Wow Cardio Fitness Pro-
gram, 7PM-8-PM @ Jim RS. Info: 
780-585-3088 

Thurs. October 3, 2019 

Karate Youth Program 2019 - 

Ermineskin Recreation - 5:30PM-
6:30PM @ Jim RS, Register: 780-
585-3088 

Kiyas Nehiyaw Ohpikinawasowin 
(Long Ago Cree Parenting). 6 
week program. 10am-12PM @ 
Brighter Futures. Register: Rebecca 
or Clarisse at 780-585-2000. 

Sat. October 5, 2019 

Alberta First Nations Voice for On 
Reserve Shelters Society Fundrais-
ing Gala. Featuring Armond Duck-
chief, $125/ticket. Information: 
Nola Littlechild @ Ermineskin 
Women’s Shelter 780-585-4470. 

Mon. October 7, 2019  

Female Bootcamp - Rec - 6-7PM, 
register - 780-585-3088 

Pow Wow Singing Program, Rec-
reation 6PM-7PM @ Jim RS, Regis-
ter: 780-585-3088 

Tues. October 8, 2019 

MHS Shape 
Program 10 
week pro-
gram, weigh-
ins Tuesdays 
from 9am-
3pm 

Rec Arts & 
Crafts Pro-
gram - 
spooky hal-
loween 
books,  5-
7pm, snacks 
included, 
youth and 
adults wel-
come 

Youth Fitness 
Strength 
Training, 6PM
-7PM, Jim RS. 
Ages 12+, 
register: 780-
585-3088 

Maskwacis After School Youth 
Program, Louis Bull Rec, 5:00PM-
7:30PM, Medicine wheel teach-
ings, to register contact your na-
tions rep, ECN Rec 780-585-3088 

Wed. October 9, 2019 

Pow Wow Cardio Fitness Pro-
gram, 7PM-8-PM @ Jim RS. Info: 
780-585-3088 

Thurs. October 10, 2019 

Karate Youth Program 2019 - 
Ermineskin Recreation 5:30PM-
6:30PM @ Jim RS, Register: 780-
585-3088 

Kiyas Nehiyaw Ohpikinawasowin 
(Long Ago Cree Parenting). 6 
week program. 10am-12PM @ 
Brighter Futures. Register: Rebecca 
or Clarisse at 780-585-2000. 

Fri. October 11, 2019 

Newsletter Day 
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autumn change of 
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Advance Voting for Ermineskin residents for the election will be October 11-14 (Fri/Sat/Sun/Mon), 2019 
from 9AM-9PM at the Ermineskin Mall. You can register to vote at NHS on September 30, 2019 from 
10AM-3PM, and at the Ermineskin Mall on October 7-8, 2019 from 9AM-5PM. 
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