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Maskwacis Members 

Complete Indigenous 

Drone Pilot Program  

At the Panee Memorial 
Agriplex, on Tuesday August 
27, 2019, the Maskwacis Mem-
bers who completed the Indige-
nous Drone Pilot Program for 
Advanced Drone Pilots com-
pleted their flight review testing 
that was a requirement in order 
to finish the Indigenous Drone 
Pilot Program that was offered 
by Project Safe Canada and 
Norquest College.  The test the 
students had to complete is 
known to be difficult and takes 
most people three tries to pass. 

With that said, 9 out of 11 Maskwacis members passed the written examination with flying colors. Jesse 
Smallboy, Jacob Wilder, Tyson Ward, Perry Morin, Neil Wildcat Jr.,  Richard Coyote, Jonathan Stoney, 
Percy Morin, Joseph Small/Alexander, Francis Lynch and Landy Bull all participated in the program. Mark 
Palka who is Project Safe Canada Director and Facilitator of the drone program stated: “Of all the people 
that take the test, only 32% of them pass the test. It usually takes people at least three tries to pass the 
written test. This class has passed 9 out of 11 students its first try. It’s pretty powerful stuff. These students 
were engaged and they were empowered by it. They are doing something the general population of Cana-
da doesn’t achieve. This is something to be very very proud of.” Jesse Smallboy was the only iskwew in 
the program who passed with the highest marks in the class. When asked how she felt about the program 
Jesse said “It was pretty intimidating being the only woman at first, but that made me more determined to 
try harder. The training was really informative and interesting. It will help a lot with my job as security. We 
would be able to find a person who was on the run or even a missing child with this kind of technology.” 
Project Safe Canada is non-profit organization that is made up of a number of people in the security indus-
try who have different expertise. They are only working with Indigenous communities and want to offer 
more tools to those communities by getting them flying drones and also look for job opportunities and con-
tracts for the licensed drone pilots. Drone Pilot positions are skilled positions and can earn from $25/hr up 
to $65/hr depending on the contract. Awesome job guys! Article & Photos by Janine Wildcat  
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The 2019 Ermineskin Cree Nation Election was scheduled on 
Wednesday August 28, 2019. The polls commenced promptly 
at 9am at the Ermineskin Elders Center and closed at 6pm. A 
total number of 792 voters came out throughout the day to cast 
their ballots for their desired choices on who they wanted to 
lead Ermineskin Cree Nation. Many nation members eagerly 
waited for the results while they sat or stood with their phones 
in hand ready to record and post on social media. The state-
ment of results that showcased the number of votes for each 
candidate was very close. The candidates with the majority of 
votes were Tyler K. Makinaw (337 votes), Ryan Ermineskin 
(331 votes), Dennis Whitebear Sr. (299 votes) and Clayton 
Wildcat (257 votes). The elected councillors are elected for a 
three year term that is effective October 1, 2019. The next elec-
tion for Ermineskin Cree Nation will be next year, where votes 
will be cast for Chief and four Councillors. Congratulations to all 
the candidates.  

Kanawemahwasowin Kanawemahwasowin Kanawemahwasowin 
Kamik A Program for Kamik A Program for Kamik A Program for 
Children and FamiliesChildren and FamiliesChildren and Families   
Calling Our Children Calling Our Children Calling Our Children 

Home CeremonyHome CeremonyHome Ceremony   
The Kanawemahwasowin 
Kamik A Program for Chil-
dren and Families held a 
ceremony for the sole pur-
pose to Call Our Children 
Home on Saturday, August 
17, 2019 at the Maskwacis 
Bear Park. “We, at the 
Kanawemahwasowin Ka-
mik Program (previously 
Children’s Services) would 
like to extend appreciation 
and gratitude to all those 
that came out to support 
and/or assist in the ‘Calling 
Our Children Home Ceremony’.  Special thank you to our Elders that lead the ceremony (Kenneth Roan, 
Lorraine White, Effie Janvier, Lorraine Cutarm), Chief Craig Makinaw, Councillor Daniel Wildcat, Adminis-
trator Geraldine Hill, Kenneth X Roan, Elvin Wolfe, Bear Street Singers, Terry ‘Bear’ Littlechild, Toni Potts 
and team, Steve Mulley, Respective CS Region staff,  our committee members and of course my staff/
colleagues. This day was very special for all of our children, youth and families as we called them home 
back to their home fires.”  ~ Chrystal Hill 
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Important DatesImportant Dates  

ECN Administration Buildings 

September 2, 2019 September 2, 2019   

Labour Day, offices closed 

September 6, 2019 September 6, 2019   

Off Friday, offices closed 

Class Action – Indian Day School  
The official website for the Federal Indian Day School Class Action is:  

https://indiandayschools.com/en/ 
The claim form and other information including FAQ’s can be found on the 

official website or call: 1 (844) 539-3815.  

Ermineskin Resource Development Donates $5000 

to the Ermineskin Recreation for programs 

September 13, 2019 

September 9, 2019 

https://indiandayschools.com/en/?fbclid=IwAR14Xb3Z7b0X3DhS1s3wwznHAXpNKXiV2wIUkdZhmkK6XLB-Agt_ooEfkmU
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Created by Janine Wildcat  
Cree Provided by: Betty Simon 

Cree Corner Cree Corner   

Samson Youth Promoting Samson Youth Promoting 

Cree Language Cree Language   
Kiya Bruno from Samson Cree Na-
tion, was given the honor of singing 
the Canadian national anthem in 
Cree and English at the Blue Jays 
baseball game in Toronto on Aborig-
inal Day back in June. Since then 
she has been singing the anthem at 
various sports events such as the 
2019 Brick Invitational Hockey Tour-
nament on Canada Day in West 

Edmonton Mall. “Singing the Cana-

dian National Anthem in Cree and 
English at the Toronto Blue jays 
game for the first time. It was a his-
torical moment being the first Indige-
nous person to sing it in a bilingual 
version of Cree and English. It was 
an honour for me to represent my 
Indigenous people, my Maskwacis 
community and our Cree language. 
Sharing a piece of my Indigenous 
culture and language with the world 
is so important to me. I want to be 
able to motivate, encourage and 
inspire Indigenous youth to share 
their culture and language with the 
world as well. I 
look forward to 
continuing to 
learn my lan-
guage and 
sharing it with 
others” Kiya 
stated. 
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BIG CONGRATS EVERYBODY! BIG CONGRATS EVERYBODY! BIG CONGRATS EVERYBODY! 2019 AIG Count for registra-
tions is 2019!!! We still have some coming in as athletics is open 
still as well as kayaking and cross country! Currently 2019 ath-
letes registered over 13 sports with 151 Teams that were sent 
from 35 different communities!!!Way to go we are so excited to 
have you all this week and have been work hard to put on a really 
fun Games!!! Hope as many of you can make it to the Opening 
Ceremonies Sunday!!! (BTW last year we had 900 registered for 
our Team Sport Games and 1100 in 2017 our 9 sport AIG event) 
We are so grateful for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints for sending over 50+ full time missionaries (from all over 
the world) over the past week to fill 70+ volunteer shifts through-
out most of our sporting events to score keep and time keep 
etc... They also had many of their older members living in Ed-
monton volunteering throughout the week that were a huge sup-
port. Literally saved the day in helping us run our Games the best 

we can from a volunteer perspective. Just 
wanted to say thank you from AIG to their 
church for sending them this year. (Also for 
the 4th Games in a row (2015, 2017, 2018, 
and 2019) now they have come to support 
our youth) - Via Alberta Indigenous Games 2019 
Facebook Page  

Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?   
Basketball had the most 
number of athletes with 40 
teams entered and over 
500 athletes competing in 
the sport. This year is the 
first time Lacrosse was a 
completive category in the 
AIG Games, and Maskwacis 
took gold in the Jr and Sr 
division, Maskwacis also 
had the most female play-
ers on any team competing. 
Maskwacis lead in most 
medals achieved in any 
community. 
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Our Maskwacis youth in the Windspeaker!Our Maskwacis youth in the Windspeaker!Our Maskwacis youth in the Windspeaker!   
Remington and Rhodes Buffalo, members of the Samson 

Cree Nation, and Utin Lightning and Nasland Ermineskin 

of Ermineskin Cree Nation will be attending school and 

playing hockey in Florida for the season. Below: From left 

to right Utin Lightning, Rhodes Buffalo and Remington 

Buffalo in Germany currently. Via Windspeaker  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n sC o n g r a t u l a t i o n s!! 
Alberta 55-plus Summer Games in Medicine 
Hat from July 4 to 7. Shown here are Donna 
White, who captured silver in the shot put and 
bronze in the discus, and Josey White of 
Maskwacis, who won the medal trifecta – 
gold in the javelin, silver in the discus and 
bronze in both the shot put and the 50m race. 
Another athlete, Wilton Littlechild was spec-
tacular at the Games winning four medals in 
the 70 and over category - earning silver in 
the 50m breaststroke, 100m breaststroke and 
the 100m individual medley along with a 
bronze in the 50m backstroke. Via Ponoka 
News Facebook Page  

Back 2 Skool ExtravaganzaBack 2 Skool Extravaganza  
The Back 2 Skool Extravaganza week kicked off on Au-

gust 19th, 20th and 21st. The extravaganza consisted of 

numerous fun filled activities and field trips for the youth 

such as: a paintball challenge, world water park party, 

and a movie and arcade day. The week was a collaborat-

ed effort with Ermineskin Community Wellness, Ermine-

skin Events, Ermineskin Recreation, Samson Youth & 

Sports Development, Samson Headstart and Louis Bull 

Recreation. There was a total of 289 youth who attended 

the events! 65 participated in the Paintball Challenge, 

170 attended the World Water Park Party and 54 went to 

the Movie and Arcade day.  

“The Ermineskin Community Wellness and Ermineskin Rec-

reation would like to send out a huge thank you to both 

Wetaskiwin Cinemas and the Dae Bak! Fun Center for host-

ing the nation’s youth plus youth from Louis Bull on August 

21, 2019. Everyone enjoyed their time and the children 

went home with smiles on their faces!” Gordon Minde, 

Ermineskin Community Wellness   
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Protect Your Protect Your 
Home Home   

Pick Up Your 
“No Visitors” 

Sign at  

Ermineskin 
Property  

Management 
Office 

~NOTICE~~NOTICE~  
All Service Calls 

are to be made to 
the Service Clerk 
Jennifer Lee. Any 
UNAUTHORIZED 
work will NOT be 

Paid!   
-EPM Management 
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Friday August 30, 2019 
Newsletter Day! 
MESC – New Student Registra-
tion Deadline  
Mon. September 2, 2019 
Ermineskin Administration Offic-
es CLOSED for Labour Day  
Tues. September 3, 2019  
MESC - First Day Back to 
School for Grades 1 -12 Stu-
dents  
N.E.S.T – Adult Literacy Pro-
gram Begins at the N.E.S.T Of-
fice. For more info contact (780)
585-0901 
Maskwacis Cultural College – 
Flag Raising Ceremony @ 10am 
at the MCC College  
Wed. September 4, 2019  
MESC - First Day Back to 
School for K5 Students   
Thurs. September 5, 2019  
Career Presentation – RCMP. 
5pm at the Maskwacis RCMP 
Detachment located at 611 east. 
Mandatory Registration required. 
To register contact 1-877-726-
7472 
Maskwacis Counselling & 
Support Services – NNADAP 
Prevention/Maskwacis AL-
ANON. 6pm-7pm  
Mon. September 9, 2019  
MESC – First Day Back to 
School for K4 Students  
Maskwacis Health Services – 
FALL SHAPE PROGRAM Reg-
istration Week Starts from Sept. 
9 - 13. For questions please con-
tact (780)585-2151 
Ermineskin Recreation - Fe-
male Bootcamp & Pow Wow 
Singing Programs. 6pm – 8pm at 
the Jim RS. Bldg. 

Tues. September 10, 2019  
Maskwacis Health Services – 
Car Seat Exchange. 10am – 
3pm at MHS Public Health. (780)
585-2151 
Ermineskin Recreation - Arts & 
Crafts and Athlete Fitness 
Strength Training Programs. 
5pm – 7pm at the Jim RS. Bldg. 
Wed. September 11, 2019  
Ermineskin Recreation - Pow 
Wow Cardio Fitness Program. 
7pm – 8pm at the Jim RS. Bldg. 
Thurs. September 12, 2019  
Maskwacis Employment Cen-
ter – Transmountain Expansion 
Project Info Session at MEC Of-
fice. For more info contact (780)
585-4450 
Ermineskin Recreation - Kara-
te Program. 7pm – 8pm at the 
Jim RS. Bldg. 
Fri. September 13, 2019  
Newsletter Day! 
Sat. September 14, 2019  
Kanawemahwasowin Kamik A 
Program for Children’s and 
Families (Ermineskin Children’s 
Services) Naming Ceremony for 
the Children in Care & Their 
Families *Bear Park- 10AM – 
4PM. By invite only.  
 

Job OpportunitiesJob Opportunities  
MESC  
(1) Education Assistant at Er-
mineskin Jr/Sr High School  
(1) Education Assistant at the 
Mimiw Sakahikan School 
(Pigeon Lake) 
Deadline: September 6, 2019. 
Send Resumes to: 
hr@maskwacised.ca  
 

Samson Management LTD 
(1) Manager at Robins Donuts & 
2-4-1 Pizza. Deadline: Septem-
ber 8, 2019. Send Resumes to: 
c.shirt@smlcorp.com  
 
Maskwacis Transportation 
LTD 
School Bus Drivers Wanted. 
Deadline: Open until position 
filled. Please send resumes to: 
maskwacis_transport@outlook.com  
 
Burger Baron Maskwacis  
(2) Full Time Positions Available. 
Please drop off Resumes at the 
shop.  
 
AKO Child & Family Services  
(1)AKO Executive Assistant Po-
sition. For Questions Please 
contact (780)585-2125. 
 
Peacekeepers (NSS) Samson 
High School  
(1) Security Guard Position. 
Please drop off Resumes/
Applications at Samson Person-
nel Department. For Questions 
please contact (780)585-3793  

mailto:hr@maskwacised.ca
mailto:c.shirt@smlcorp.com
mailto:maskwacis_transport@outlook.com
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