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YCHomes and
MESC Present
Mentor Week at
Ermineskin
Elders Village

Y

CHomes, Ermineskin
Property
Management, and MESC collaborated on hosting a Mentor Week for the students building the Elder’s
Village
in
Ermineskin.
Each day between June 3
and
June
7,
2019
brought new groups to
the site to help with
building. On Monday, the
students were joined by Top left: Students and the Fire Department staff, bottom left: Jason Leonzio (second from left) with
David Pare (second from right) and staff from Indigenous Services Canada (photos by Sara Lee)
the ECN Fire Department, Top right: RCMP working on site with students, Bottom right: Students and RCMP in a group shot
Tuesday they were joined (photos by Jayson Noel)
by the RCMP, Wednesday they were joined by 3 Ermineskin Council name, “the Ginger Ninja” in a nod to his bright
Members, Thursday they were joined by staff and red hair. His act amazed the crowd of students
representatives from Indigenous Services Canada, and frequently made them burst out laughing. He
and Friday saw the student’s family and friends on also had an inspiring message to go along with
site. The Mentor week brought national attention his act. “It’s for you to decide what success looks
to the efforts of local students, with features in like to you… They say If you’re chasing money to
the Edmonton Journal, the Edmonton Sun, CBC, be happy, you’ll never be happy, because numand APTN.
bers never end…. Passion will keep you going. Fall
Indigenous Services, with YCHomes, hosted a guest in love with something as early as you can, and
speaker at the Ehpewapahk Alternate School to follow it with passion. Quoting Jim Carrey, he said
inspire and entertain the student builders: Comedy “You can fail at something you don’t like, so why
Magician Matt Gore. Matt Gore is originally from not fail at something you love.”
~article by Sara Lee~
Cape Town, South Africa and goes by the nick-
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Elders Week at the Elders
Centre
3-6, 2019 - The Ermineskin Elders
J une
Centre hosted a four day event for

Ermineskin Elders.
On Monday June 3, 2019, they hosted
a day of Bingo. The elders in attendance also received Good Food Bags and
strawberries.
On Tuesday, the Elders were treated to
nail and foot care, as well as ear candling. A nurse was in attendance to
check blood pressure and blood sugars.
Wednesday was a luncheon with massage therapy available for interested Elders.
Thursday, the Elders had a day of Arts
& Crafts with David Buffalo. Elders were
given the opportunity to draw or paint
self portraits and photos of their homes. “You’ll
notice that they rarely portray themselves with
grey hair in their self-portraits. The way they
see themselves doesn’t include that” said David

M

Buffalo. Elders also painted their handprint, with
each color and placement having a certain
meaning, in the style of David Buffalo’s other
classes as an “expressive art and spirit consultant.” ~article/photos by Sara Lee~

Day of Action

ay 27, 2019 - A crowd of over 100
protesters gathered at Beaver Hills
House Park before proceeding to the Alberta Legislature building. They were protesting “proposed legislation slated for
June. Bill C-91, Bill C-92, and Bill C-97. We
are also calling for the repeal of Bill C-86!
The Government is tightening their control
over our land, language, culture and our
children. These bills create the new White
Paper 2.0. These pieces of legislation
affect ALL Indigenous nations, they plan
on moving away from our treaty relationship with the Crown. They have a template that will be used to terminate our
inherent rights/title and privatize our communities” (from The Resistance Campaign
brochure). As they marched, protesters chanted
“No, No, 2.0!” and “Treaty Lands! Treaty People!” A fact sheet on the proposed changes is
available at www.theresistancecampaign.ca, under the “Education 4 Resistance” tab.
“We are the first peoples, and we are the ones
who they should be listening to” said Kashtin

Auger-Shaw, who hosted the Edmonton Day of
Action.
Chief Craig Makinaw was at the Ottawa Day
of Action, which took place on the same day.
He spoke on behalf of Ermineskin Cree Nation.
~article/photos by Sara Lee~
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Important Dates
ECN Administration Building
June 21, 2019 - Indigenous
Peoples’ Day, offices closed
June 28, 2019 - Off Friday,
offices closed
July 1, 2019 - Canada Day,
offices closed

Above: Father’s day event attendees, bottom right: Conway “Smudge
Pan” Kootenay arriving for his comedy performance

13, 2019 - The third annual Father’s Day Event took
J une
place inside the Ermineskin Arena the Thursday before Fa-

July 5, 2019
July 2, 2019 @ 12:00 PM

ther’s Day. The Arena was decorated in the style of Casino
Royale, and fathers in attendance were able to play different
games of skill, as well as to have their ears candled, their
hair cut, or receive a massage and foot care. The event was
a collaboration between Ermineskin Community Wellness, Ermineskin Arena, Ermineskin Recreation, and Events Coordinator, Elvin Wolfe.
Joanne Siemens, from Maskwacis Health Services, provided
the attendees with “Strawberry Jo-lious Smoothies” made
fresh on-site.
There was a photo-booth for attendees, where photos were
being printed out. The booth was run by Janine Wildcat,
from the Ermineskin IT & Communications Department.
A special pow-wow dance contest was held, and the 8 participants were requested to dance to 3 songs, one of which
required the men to dance a Women’s Jingle sidestep. The
winners were: 1st Place - Daniel Giroux, 2nd Place - Trevor
Giroux, 3rd place - Curtis Giroux, 4th Place - P-Jo Wolfe.
Winner Daniel Giroux used his hat as a make-shift fan, which
he used expertly in his sidestep.
The entertainment for the day was Conway Kootenay, better
known as “Smudge Pan,” his alter ego, known for making
the rounds on Facebook in his “keep being deadly” video.
Conway arrived with a flat tire, and was quickly helped by
attendees who were quick to respond with the proper tools.
Conway joked, “I got a backup plan. I’m just going to shack
up here!”
“I really liked the food, I had a really good time today,” said
Kelly Ermineskin, one of the attendees.
~article/photos by Sara Lee~
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Treaty Talks at Four Band Arena
4, 2019 - A three day Treaty Talks event
J une
at the Four Nations Arena in Maskwacis

brought several speakers, including Dr. Leroy
Little Bear, Treaty Six Grand Chief Dr. Wilton
Littlechild, Wallace Fox, Gary Lameman, Jerry
Saddleback
Sr.,
Jimmy
O’Chiese,
Regina
Crowchild, Chief Henry Louis, Eric Tootoosis,
Marlene Buffalo, and Regional Chief Marlene Poitras. The speakers are all well-versed experts in
treaty.
The event is an annual event held by Samson
Cree Nation, and anyone with questions regarding treaty and their importance should attend.
Wallace Fox, from Onion Lake, spoke on the
second afternoon of the event: “Before contact
we had our own beliefs, our own society, our
own governance. We had our own pre-history
with our own treaties, but the dictionary term
short-changes it… ”
Jerry Saddleback Sr. told the Creation Story on
the first day of the gathering, and Dr. Leroy Little Bear spoke about the Buffalo Treaty on the
second day.
~article/photos by Sara Lee~

Samson Repaints Pride Crosswalk
12, 2019 - Chief Vernon Saddleback, CounJ une
cillor Katherine Swampy and several Four Nation

members gathered to repaint the Pride Crosswalk
in Samson Cree Nation.
The crosswalk was first painted last year in June,
which is Pride Month. Chevy Rabbit, a well-known
advocate for Trans Rights attended the event both
years, helping with the painting process.
To prepare the road, barriers were put up to protect the attendees and to let the paint dry, then
the road was swept by volunteers and tape was
put down to provide straight lines, then attendees
painted the rainbow across the crosswalk. It was
satisfying hard work on a hot day and it looks
great.
~article/photos by Sara Lee~
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Exact Spirit and Intent of
Treaty Gathering

M

ay 25, 2019 - A gathering at the Elders Centre focused on the Exact Spirit
and Intent of Treaty Six. Harvey Joseph
(pictured left), Patrick Buffalo, and Elder John
Ermineskin (pictured right) all spoke.
Harvey Joseph mentioned the ten treaty
sticks, each of which represents a different
agreement in the treaty, including the promise of a medicine chest and a school house.
Patrick Buffalo noted that social problems on
reserve are “a direct result of the design of
the indian act, to get rid of us.”
~article/photos by Sara Lee~
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Treaty Walk Arrives in Maskwacis
4, 2019 J une
awareness walk

The Walk for Common Ground, an
for Treaty awareness went through
Maskwacis on it’s way from Edmonton to Calgary. The
walk “focuses on developing deeper settler/indigenous
relations.” Allegra Friesen-Epp, a participant from Treaty 1
territory, said “our message is that we are all Treaty
People, both indigenous and non-indigenous peoples, and
we need to learn what responsibilities we carry… We
need to learn about the agreements that were made on
our behalf, centuries ago, and realize they are living documents that continue to apply to this day. And realize
that we haven’t always upheld the spirit and intent of
treaties and we need to work to recover that.”
“Thank you for such a kind/generous welcoming into
your Nations while the Treaty walkers went through. In
speaking with some of them, they all said, the time in
Maskwacis was the most impactful and memorable.”
said Janice Makokis.
There was a core group of 30 walkers that walked for
the whole 15 day, 350 km trek. The day they walked
through Maskwacis they had been joined by students
from Stony Plain. The walkers were on their way to
HBMC, where they were to sit with community members
and share a meal.
~articles/photos by Sara Lee~

Top: Chief Craig Makinaw and former Chief Randy
Ermineskin, Bottom: Other participants from the
Treaty Walk holding a treaty 6 flag

Headstart Farewell
11, 2019 - Headstart said ’see you
J une
later’ to another crop of youngsters at

their Farewell. 26 children total were leaving the program, and the Headstart staff
was present to celebrate, including Linda
Wolfe, and Tenneille Makinaw.
Mike Drayden, the Principal of the Kindergarten said: “Thank you all for coming. It’s
all these women (at the Headstart) doing
all the work here. I am now teaching children of kids I taught in Kindergarten and
Junior High. I look forward to seeing this
group finishing their high school in the future!” he enthused.
Six students won attendance awards, two
of which included a new bike for each
child. Ashlynn Omeasoo-Bull won in her AM
class, and Aylynn Rain won in her PM class.
The children sang Cree songs for their parents, guardians, and family members, including
the Cree Alphabet. The kids were full of energy and had a hard time sitting still with all the
excitement, which included a table covered in

tasty snacks for after the farewell, helium balloons and a special performance by Roscoe the
Clown.
~article/photos by Sara Lee~
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C

Grade 5 DARE Graduation

ongratulations to all the
Grade 5 DARE program
graduates. Graduation requirements
were a 10-week course, as well as
a final poster project. Lots of hard
work went into helping students’
complete assignments and projects.
Thank you to all the parents and
guardians that supported their students in this milestone at EES. If
you child hasn’t finished there is
still time to get your certificate by
finishing the course work and final
project!
(submitted by Patricia Walker)

EJSHS Pride Walk
7, 2019 - EJSHS hosted
J une
a Pride Walk in honour of

the LGBTQ+ community. Due
to rain the event had to be
moved from Bear Park to inside the Arena. Organizer Jenn
Douglas said “we won’t let
nature rain on our parade!”
The students paraded around
the arena to energetic dance
music and had 2 guest speakers, Activist Chevy Rabbit and
Maria Buffalo, who graduated
from EJSHS last year. Said Maria: “If you are LGBTQ, you
are valued. In your community,
and
in
ceremony.”
~article/photos by Sara Lee~
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WCHS 2019 Graduation

Autumn Buffalo

Rayden Buffalo

Cason Makinaw

Alexander Minde

Elias Rain

Jayden Wildcat

Simone Smallboy

James Smallboy

Sephra Buffalo

Rylen Larocque Ayla Saddleback

Shanaira Threefingers

Raven Littlechild

Allena Yellowbird

Lorenza Saddleback Sam Wildcat

M

ay 24, 2019 - The Wetaskiwin Composite
Graduation took place at the Wetaskiwin Drill
Hall with more than 1,000 people in attendance.
Chief Randy Ermineskin, former Chief of Ermineskin
Cree Nation, was one of the guest speakers who
addressed the graduating class. Tributes were given
to the students (from staff), to the teachers (from
students), and students who attained a “W” award.
A group of graduates performed “High Hopes” by
Panic! at the Disco, followed by a Keynote speech
from class of 2007 alum Charles Bouchard.
Each student of Indigenous Ancestry was given a
feather along with their diploma, presented by Elders Lorraine and Kenneth White Sr. The feathers
are provided by Alberta Fish and Wildlife services,

and are available for Status Indians receiving a High
School Diploma.
Josie Rain, mother of Elias Rain said “Today was so
amazing to witness our Son Elias Rain walk across
the stage for his final year as a High School Student. I am beyond proud of you son and all the
hard work and dedication that you put fourth to
get to this point, and it's just the beginning to a
new
chapter
in
your
life...
I can't wait to see where future chapter's take you,
big glorious opportunities await you. I love you
Son.”
All the grads looked fantastic, with several Aboriginal students sporting beaded caps and special
stoles over their gowns. ~article/photos by Sara Lee~
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EJSHS and EHP 2019 Graduation
8, 2019 - The ErJ une
mineskin
Senior
High

Graduating
Class,
with
Graduates
from
Ehpewapahk
Alternate
School, received their diplomas in a ceremony that
took place at the EJSHS
Gymnasium.
The event was MC’d by
Trent Young with an opening drum song, and Invocation by Elder Marvin Littlechild. The students were
introduced, and each had
the opportunity to walk
the catwalk down the centre aisle of the gymnasium.
Brian Wildcat, CEO of the
MESC school board, gave
the opening address. Jennifer Douglas toasted the
graduates,
bringing
up
trends from their years of
school, “‘that’s on fleek,’
did I say that right?...
We’ve put up with fidget
spinners, and bottle flipping… there are still bottles
er to “acknowledge courage, bravery, wisdom,
in the rafters from bottle flipping!”
Brayden Omeasoo-Steinhauer gave the toast and accomplishment” on “behalf of the First
from the graduates. “I love seeing Indigenous Nations Community.”
People being successful. Us beautiful brown The two school Principals gave their final rechildren have accomplished finishing High marks to finish the ceremony, which was followed by a dinner in the adjacent gymnasium.
School.”
~article/photos by Sara Lee~
19 students in total received their di- Photos of Sidplomas, 4 from the Ehpewapahk Al- ney Thom ,
ternate school, and 15 from the Er- left top, midmineskin Junior Senior High School. dle, bottom,
by
Each student received an Eagle feath- provided
Corine Thom
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MCC Toonie
BBQ and Book
Giveaway
Draws
Hundreds

M

ay 29, 2019 - A
Toonie BBQ hosted by ATCO and a
free book giveaway
from the TD reading
program, was the result
of efforts by MCC Librarian Mahnisha Khetarpal to bring the joy of
reading to Maskwacis. 775 school children
from Wetaskiwin, Ponoka, and Maskwacis descended on the Four Nations arena for hot
dogs, books, cookies, and fun activities.
Students were able to decorate moose and bison cookies with frosting and sprinkles, receive
free candy for their knowledge in Cree, and
colour pages to represent their dream community.
Representatives from the Alberta Science Net-

work had a table set up, with preserved specimens of butterflies, beetles, and teeth from
Crocodiles, Myledaphuses, and a plaster cast
from a Hadrosaur tooth. Alberta Science Network provides children with opportunities to
meet scientists and engineers in their classrooms to show off the fun parts of their jobs.
Students are urged to sign up for the TD
Reading Club, which is an annual summer
event to inspire children to read.
~article/photos by Sara Lee~

Ponoka Secondary Campus Grad 2019 Commencement Ceremony
1,
J une
Ponoka

2019 Secondary Campus held
their 2019 Graduation Ceremony at
the Ponoka Culture
and
Rec
Complex. Several
Maskwacis
area
grads walked the
stage to receive Above: Shyla Omeasoo-Rain Quinelle Wolfe, and Tristan Young accepting their High School Diplomas
their
Diplomas.
The Ceremony was MC’d by Ponoka Second- you for motivating me to be the person I am
ary Principal Mrs. Kathy McTaggart. Mr. Ran- becoming… I realized that I am a combination
dall Moonias sang an Honor Song for the grad- of the people around me… It’s an unbelievably
uates and following the singing of the national happy thought to think of how interconnected
anthem there was a Treaty 6 Acknowledge- everyone is... Remind your friends that you apment. Tyler Hosler, recipient of the PSC Princi- preciate them. You never know when someone
pal’s Award, had not missed a single day of will have a moment that they will never forschool since he was in grade 5. Valedectorian get, so make sure it’s something good.”
Randy Goldspink gave an inspiring speech to Graduates performed “You’ll be in my heart”
his fellow graduates, acknowledging two other by Phil Collins, and the Recessional Grad Song
students who vied for the award, his friends, was “Tattoos on this town” by Jason Aldean.
his family, and all his past teachers: “Thank ~article/photos by Sara Lee~
10

Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Opaskâskwehowipisim Nîstanaw Akimaw Anohc

T
ermaine Coyote
G
Post secondary program
finished at NorQuest College
and received her Health Care
Aid
Certificate
class
2019
(submitted by Laurah Coyote)

risten Young takes Silver in Welding at the
Alberta Skills Canada Competition. He is a Ponoka
Secondary student and attends Red Deer College as
a welding student in the
SWAC
program.
(submitted)
11

J essica

Littlechild

graduated from Harry
Ainlay High School in Edmonton,
Alberta.
(photo—Angela Littlechild)
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Maskwacis Cree Tribal Council
Logo Contest Winner
he Maskwacis Cree Tribal Council held a design/
T
Logo contest open to all Four Nations. The concept,
top 5 entries were chosen at a meeting held as in my
on May 3, 2019 by the MCTC Board of Directors, along with Elder Mr. Cecil Nepoose and
their youth/advocate Miss Jennifer Nepoose.
First Place went to Dave Buffalo. Second place:
Jason Omeasoo. Third Place: Joshua Currie.
Fourth Place & Honourable Mention: Lee Roan.
Fifth Place and Honourable mention: Cory Smallboy.
Dave Buffalo is an active artist in the community and also hosts the Ermineskin Community
Wellness “Recharge Your Life” sessions. In a letter included with his entry he describes the
logo: “We are a testament to the brilliance of
our ancestors, we are here for their council, the
ability to work together to ensure we have a
future. Now we are to ensure those yet on the
way, still have a future here on our lands, our
place… I choose the circle to remind us of togetherness, connection and relations we have of
each other…. We continue to look for how we
are related… I included the bear on the top of
the circle to physically remember/remind us we
come from this part of the land… I placed 7
individual tipi’s without actual peoples inside the

research
I
came
across
too
many
“cree
authorities”
in
our community…
there is
no one
person,
no man, Above: original art work by Dave Buffano wom- lo, chosen for the MCTC Logo
an, that
is an authority [on] Cree life, history or culture.”
The Maskwacis Cree Tribal Council is hosting
it’s 1st Annual AGM at the Louis Bull Health &
Wellness Centre on June 24, 2019. It is open to
all Four Nations. Anyone interested in attending
should RSVP with Mr. Johnson, MCTC Executive
Assistant @ 780-585-3901. (Article by Sara Lee,
information submitted by Norine Saddleback)

Outreach Raises Tipis

Above: Fire Chief Greg Minde serving
coffee during Tim Hortons Camp Day
in Ponoka / Photo by Jordie Dwyer

11, 2019 - The Maskwacis Outreach ProJ une
gram sent students out to Bear Park to practice setting up the tipis they sewed with the
help of Angie Lightning. The students used regular sewing machines while Angie used an industrial strength sewing machine on the tipi
canvas to make them stronger. The tipis will be
set up again for the 13th Annual Aboriginal
Day Celebrations in Bear Park on June 21,
2019. ~photos/article by Sara Lee~

June 5, 2019 - Tim Hortons hosted it’s yearly camp
day across Canada on June 5, 2019 and the Ermineskin Fire Department, participated in the event.
“The Camp Day collection takes place annually
where funds are raised to help allow for children to
enjoy a Tim Horton's Camp.
Six member's of the department came to help out
to help raise the $1000+ funds that were raised by
donations that day.” ~submitted~
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Thurs. June 20, 2019
Cree Market @ HBMC. $20/
table
Japanese Acupuncture, Acupressure
and
Moxibustion
10:00AM-2:30PM. Book
at Elders’ Centre. Every Thursday until June 27th. Age 60+
only.

Fri. June 21, 2019
Niwihcihaw & MESC present
the 13th Annual Aboriginal
Day Celebration. Pow Wow,
Fireworks, Music, Fun @ Bear
Park, 12PM-Dusk.

Sat. June 22, 2019
Wetaskiwin Arts & Music Festival - 9AM-9PM
The Brick Learning Centre
Graduation (previously Ponoka
Outreach).
Naming Ceremony for Children Services-2. 10AM-1PM. At
old Planning & Research Building.

Mon. June 24, 2019
Maskwacis Cree Tribal Council
1st Annual AGM @ Kisipatinahk
Health & Wellness Centre in
Louis Bull - Pipe Ceremony at
7:30AM
Drop In Volleyball Program
2019 - JIM RS - 6-8pm. Info:
780-585-3088

Tues. June 25, 2019
Youth fitness strength training
- Recreation - 6-7pm, ages
12+. Register: Kevin Littlechild
- 780-585-3088.
Wellbriety Talking Circle @

Maskwacis Urgent Response
Building by Maskwacis Fire/
Ambulance Dept. from 1:003:00PM. For more information
please contact: Noreen Omeasoo, Rick Lightning, or Telly
Rain @ 780-585-2268.

Wow, Day 2.

Wed. June 26, 2019

Position: Temporary Receptionist with the Ermineskin Office
Administration Department.
Closing Date: June 25, 2019.
Apply at Ermineskin Personnel
Office.

Ponoka Stampede Begins
ECN Dog Food Distribution Security Compound, 1-4PM.

Thurs. June 27, 2019
Pigeon Lake Dog food Distribution: 1-4PM pigeon lake rec

Fri. June 28, 2019
Ponoka Stampede Parade

Sun. June 30, 2019
Deadline for Community Hall
Naming Contest
Adult Literacy Funding Deadline. For more information
please contact the EETF Post
Secondary Coordinator: Elinor
Roan @ 780-585-4122.

Mon. July 1, 2019
Canada Day - ECN Offices
Closed for Statutory Holiday

Thursday July 4, 2019
CP Rail renaming Ceremony Bear park, 10AM - 12PM.

Fri. July 5, 2019
Newsletter Day!
Ermineskin
Traditional
Pow
Wow, Day 1.
Hoop Dance Competition Day
1 of 2 @ Ermineskin Pow
Wow.

Saturday July 6, 2019
Ermineskin

Traditional
13

Pow

Sunday, July 7, 2019
Ermineskin
Tradtional
Wow, Day 3.

Pow

Job Opportunities

Position: Two (2) Board Members with the Rural Electrification Association (REA) Board.
Closing Date: June 25, 2019.
Apply at Ermineskin Personnel
office.
Position: CMHC Project Manager with the Property Management Department.
Closing Date: July 9, 2019.
Apply at Ermineskin Personnel
Office.
Position: Grader with the Ermineskin Public Works Department.
Closing Date: July 9, 2019.
Apply at Ermineskin Personnel
Department.

*Applications and actual job
descriptions may be picked
up at the Personnel office located in the Ermineskin Tribal Administration office*
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