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A 
pril 26, 2019 - A ground-breaking ceremony was 
held at the future site of the Ermineskin Elders’ 
Village, where the Ermineskin pow-wow grounds 
once stood.  

Along with students from MESC schools, who will be 
part of the construction crew of the Elders’ Village, 
there was Jay Noel of YCHomes, Anne Wildcat, Brian 
Wildcat, Chief and Council, Past Chiefs, Chief and 

Council from other nations, MLA rep Andy Pachenko, 
EPM staff, the RCMP, and dozens of attendees.  

According to a Press Release from Anne Wildcat and 
Jay Noel on April 23, 2019: This event is to kick off 
an Indigenous Service Canada (ISC) pilot program 
called HOUSING through EDUCATION where 36 high 
school students in partnership with Maskwacis Education 
School Commission will be taught skills and trades by 

Ground-breaking Ceremony at Future Site of Elders’ Village 
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hands on learning. This is a new style of learning 
exposing students to the construction careers while 
filling youth with pride in contributing to their com-
munity. Our Partner YCHomes are experts in turn-
ing ‘Blueprints into Curriculums and Jobsites to 
Classrooms.’  This is a unique funding approach 
being taken by Indigenous Services Canada (ISC), 
as they are adding a training compo-
nent HOUSING through EDUCATION to the Com-
munity’s local construction project, which is the 
building of an ELDERS VILLAGE. 

They will utilize the local construction project as a 
back drop to 3 practical arts classes.  This is an 
important program to Ermineskin Cree Nation 
Housing Department as over the next several years 
the number of contractors retiring far exceeds the 
number of youth that are registered to start 
their Journey to Apprenticeship.  

Chief Craig Makinaw of Ermineskin Cree Na-
tion states “This is a unique opportunity for 
Maskwacis students to receive high school credits 
towards their diploma by learning valuable life skills 
at the same time receiving future apprenticeship 
hours for potential future career in construction “, 

Also the provinces NEXT Generation Careers will be 
signing a Memorandum of Understand-
ing with YCHomes Inc. with Chief Makinaw to wit-
ness at this event.” 

The Ceremony was emceed by Anne Wildcat, the 
new Director of Property and Infrastructure. She 
acknowledged the Elders who took part in a pipe 
ceremony earlier that morning for the event. Also 
speaking at the event were Jay Noel of YCHomes, 
ECN Council Housing portfolio holder Jason 
Makinaw, MESC Executive Director Brian Wildcat, 
and Chief Craig Makinaw. All the speakers acknowl-
edged the partnerships built while bringing this pro-
ject forward, noting that it can only be done when 
all of them work together.  

Jay Noel spoke about what his company was 
about, and what inspired its vision: “I listened to a 
lot of the disconnects in communities, and one of 
those disconnects is between high school and post-
secondary, so we built something called housing 
through education, it's main goal is to build capaci-
ty. We've gotten 13 students in every program, 
we've only wanted 12 but they've always given us 
13 in case one of them dropped out, and to this 
day we haven't had a student drop out of the pro-
gram. One of the things students are going to get 
out of this program are life skills. Not all of them 
are going to become dry-wallers, not all of them 
are going to become framers, some of them are 
going to take this as life experience, of ‘remember 
when we built that house.’ 

“Partnerships are what's making this work. Anne 

and Bruce from the housing department have been 
a big help in this. Leadership's here. You have a 
very progressive leadership that wanted to do this, 
and they see the long-term goal. That long-term 
goal is to have the youth take over those contract-
ing spots, where some members are going to be 
retiring. 

“[I’d also like to thank] Careers: The Next Genera-
tion, which help us with the apprenticeship hours 
and the career coaching, we have Co-op, our sup-
plier who is going above and beyond for us in 
supply. We have Dewalt power tools, who are ac-
tually going to come out for a day and teach our 
students how to use the tools, straight from the 
manufacturer.” 

Anne Wildcat also wanted to thank the Elders, the 
RCMP, and the housing committee, as well as the 
Chief and Council from other nations. 

MESC Executive Director Brian Wildcat talked about 
MESC: “MESC is the amalgamation of all the four 
nations schools in Maskwacis. We run 11 schools, 
have 2200 students, run headstarts to grade 12 
programming, and a key part of the work that 
MESC does is building partnerships and connections.  
Wahkohtowin is a major value for our school 
board, and for the schools in the community. And 
with the development of this partnership, MESC is 
very proud to be part of that connection and that 
relationship and we're hoping that a lot of good 
will come from this project, that it will provide a 
lot of opportunities in learning for the students, es-
pecially high school age students…. [it] creates a 
sense of hope and encourages them to continue 
with their learning, [and] provide[s] some skills that 
they can take forward as adults and into a career 
in the field of construction.”  

The housing portfolio holder on council, Jason 
Makinaw wanted to “thank our partners again, I 
know everyone's been touching on that, but it 
needs to be highlighted… For me, that's the biggest 
thing [is] bridging the gap from our youth to the 
Elders. [The students will] take pride in what they're 
doing, because they know it's their Elders that'll be 
taking these homes when they're complete… Also, 
I'd like to thank ISC, thank you guys for funding 
this project and bringing this project forward. Also I 
need to thank our past housing manager Leeann 
Omeasoo, she was instrumental in helping getting 
this off the ground, as well. I wish she was here… 
A big thing for me: this was just an opportunity for 
us to give Elders a peaceful place to live… elders 
lived a long time and they deserve that peace and 
that harmony in their life. To be able to wake up 
and just go about their day in a peaceful way. This 
was also to take some weight off our homes. We 
have a housing crisis, that most nations are in, so 
this will help some of our elders who are in multi-
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M 
ay 5, 2019 —
A walk was 
held in 

Maskwacis, starting 
at the HBMC, to 
raise awareness for 
the large number of 
missing and mur-
dered Indigenous 
Women and Girls all 
across Canada and 
North America. 
Audrey Morin was in 
attendance and was: 
“Getting ready to 
walk in the Missing 
& Murdered Indige-
nous Women Memo-
rial Prayer Walk in Maskwacis with [her] good friend Katherine 
Swampy,” (left in top photo). According to a CBS interview with 
then Canadian Minister for the status of women in 2016, Patty 
Hadju, the government has no exact number for MMIWG, with 
estimates ranging from 1200 to 4000.  

In response to calls for action from Indigenous families, communi-
ties and organizations, as well as non-governmental and internation-
al organizations, the Government of Canada launched an entirely 
independent National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls in September 2016. 
(from the official site http://
www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/).  

A national, toll-free support call line is 
available to provide support for anyone 
who requires assistance. This line is 
available free of charge, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.  

SUPPORT LINE: 1-844-413-6649. 
~photos courtesy of Audrey Morin, arti-
cle by Sara Lee~ 

Important Dates 

ECN Administration Building 

May 17, 2019 - Off Friday, 

offices closed 

May 20, 2019 - Victoria 
Day, offices closed 

May 31, 2019 - Off Friday, 

offices closed 

June 14, 2019 - Off Friday, 

offices closed 

May 24, 2019 

May 21, 2019 @ 12:00PM 

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
Awareness Day 

generational homes. We got Elders living with their grandchildren, 
their kids, their great-grandchildren, so this will help take the weight 
off that, I'm hoping.” 

Chief Craig Makinaw acknowledged all the partners involved in the 
project, especially the housing department and the youth. He had a  
message for the youth and Elders: “This is a good start for you, 
and its good for teamwork, too.  As you work together, you get 
more things done, and you'll get more leadership qualities. I'd like 
to thank our elders for doing the ceremony this morning so that 
we have a good start to the day here and as we move forward.” 

The speeches were followed by a sod-turning ceremony and the 
signing of the MOU.(pictured on front page, bottom row of pho-
tos: Delwiliah Brown of CMHC, Jay Noel, Brian Wildcat and stu-
dents from the Elders Village Program). ~article and photos by Sara Lee~ 
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Pictured: Maskwacis Hawks took gold at the the 14th annual Oskana Cup in the Midget division at the 
Cooperators Centre in Regina Saskatchewan during a tournament that ran May 3rd, 4th, and 5th. Con-
gratulations Hawks!!!           ~photos submitted~ 
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PRESS RELEASE 

TREATY NO. 6 TERRITORY and EDMONTON, Nov. 14, 2018 /CNW/ - At an Alberta Assembly of 
Treaty Chiefs meeting many Treaty Nations have stated their opposition to Canada's proposed 
Indigenous Rights and Recognition Framework Legislation. We are Treaty Tribes, Nations and Peo-
ples of Treaty No. 6 (1876 and adhesions thereto), Treaty No. 8 and Tsuu T'ina, Treaty No. 
7.  Several Treaty Chiefs have sent letters to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to ensure that the po-
sitions of Treaty Nations is on record regarding rejection of Canada's Proposed Indigenous Rights 
Recognition and Implementation Framework.  The letters are in response to Minister Carolyn Ben-
nett's public message, "No stopping the framework, says Minister Bennett, but she's listening 
(October 29, 2018)."  "The First Nations have made it known publicly and in writing 
that Canada's aggressive agenda to expedite plans to create legislation designed to deny our 
rights to lands and resources have been done all without our Free Prior and Informed Consent 
(FPIC).  This does not bring Honour to the Crown," Chief Craig Makinaw.  

"Our sacred treaty matters were not addressed – instead the Minister in July of 2018 sent out a 
form letter that completely mischaracterized the process and did not include one word on the 
treaty issues raised in our letter. Onion Lake was not the only Nation 
to send a letter against the process.  Canada has chosen to ignore 
those letters resorting to fabrications," stated Okimaw Henry Lewis. 

There was an expedited engagement period for the Framework pro-
cess, and the results contained in the roll-up documents were selec-
tive in nature, supporting only Canada's pre-determined positions and 
goals and were dispensed only at federally pre-selected and managed 
meetings, and not released to our Nations. 

Chief Kurt Burnstick has stated:  "As Treaty Peoples, Canada always 
must bring the honour of the Crown into dealings with our Nations. 
The present process is full of sharp dealings that bring no honour to 
either the Crown or the state of Canada." 

"The Framework is in direct conflict with our Treaty, inherent rights 
and title.   The process does not recognize nor respect our jurisdic-
tion," stated Chief Tony Alexis. 

"It is clear for our First Nations that 
continuing with this process will result 
in a major set-back for the renewal of 
the relationship between Canada and 
Treaty First Nations," stated 
Chief Billy Morin. 

"In light of the deteriorating situation 
in Canada, the Treaty Peoples have 
tried many ways to open a dialogue 
with Canada. We have written letters 
and provided materials 
to Canada without any formal re-
sponse.  For the sake of our Peoples' 
and our children's children, we must 
collectively find a path to advance 
and implement the Treaty made with 
the British Crown," stated Chief Eddy 
Makokis. For further information: please 

contact: Tara Cutarm, Ermineskin Communi-
cations, E-mail: tara@ermineskin.ca, Ph: 780-
360-5756 

Above: Chief Craig Makinaw speaking against the Trudeau government's agenda at the 

latest rally in Edmonton on May 1, 2019, where hundreds of demonstrators convened, 

along with several chiefs, elders and youth, outside a two (2) day forum being held by 

the Assembly of First Nations, many are not in agreement with how the AFN is dealing 

with First Nations matters with the Federal government. 
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T 
he following quotes are excerpts from 
“BREAKING DOWN TRUDEAU GOVERNMENT’S 
‘RIGHTS RECOGNITION FRAMEWORK’ Septem-

ber 7, 2018” issued by the Coordinating Group of 
the Idle No More, Defenders of the Land and Truth 
Campaign Networks. For More Information Go To: 
info@IdleNoMore.ca. 

“Since the 2015 Federal Election Justin Trudeau has 
coopted terminology like “nation-to-nation”, 
“reconciliation”, “decolonization” “self-determination” 
and “Inherent & Treaty Rights”. This has confused 
many of our people and hidden the true intent of 
the Trudeau government’s Indigenous Policy and 
Rights Agenda.” 

“In order to re-colonize First Nations into assimilated 
“Indigenous-Canadians” , the Trudeau government 
has unilaterally imposed 10 Principles on Indigenous 
Relationships and started to dissolve the Department 
of Indian Affairs. Trudeau has imposed two new 
federal departments over First Nations to implement 
a new law and policy “Framework” .” 

“This federal legislation must be stopped and a new 
process started that is based upon our original in-
structions from the Creator; our pre-existing sover-
eignty; our Aboriginal Title; our historic Treaties; our 
internationally recognized right of self-determination; 
the restoration of our stolen lands, territories & re-
sources, or restitution for lands, territories and re-
sources not returned!” 

“Trudeau’s “Rights Recognition Framework” is a 
Threat to Our Survival… The “Framework” is a col-
lection of federally imposed law and policy designed 
to terminate our pre-existing sovereignty and collec-

tive rights as Indigenous Nations and get us to sur-
render to Crown sovereignty as ethnic minorities, 
also known as, “Indigenous Canadians” NOT as In-
digenous Nations.” 

A national Day of Action has been called for June 2, 
2019, with regional/community actions suggested 
for May 13-17, 2019 (teach-in’s, information ses-
sions, local events, etc.). 

Defenders of the Land is a network of 
Indigenous communities and activists in 
land struggle across Canada, including 
Elders and youth, women and men, 
dedicated to building a fundamental 
movement for Indigenous rights, and was 
founded at a historic meeting in Winnipeg 
from November 12-14, 2008. Idle No 
More was founded by four women in 
November 2012 in response to several 
bills passed in Canada that undermine 
Indigenous rights and environmental 
protection. The Truth Campaign is a core 
team of people who worked on Russ 
Diabo’s 2018 campaign for the position of 
AFN National Chief and who are now 
working to get Crown governments and 
Canadian society to address “Truth Before 
Reconciliation” because the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and its Calls to 
Action are not sufficient to address the 
colonization that First Nations have 
historically experienced and which 
continues today particularly under the 
colonial policies and legislation passed 
under the Constitution Act 1867.) 
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Excerpt from the “SUPPORTING SURVIVORS OF 
THE 60S SCOOP: UNDERSTANDING THE CLASS 
ACTION CLAIM FORMS” Powerpoint by Patricia 
Barkaskas and Caity Goerke  

 

Getting Started:  

The Settlement Agreement  

"Survivors of the Sixties Scoop sued the Federal 
Government of Canada (“Canada”). The courts 
have now approved a settlement between the 
survivors and Canada that provides compensa-
tion for loss of cultural identity for certain survi-
vors of the Sixties Scoop."  

Collectiva  

A website that takes the role of the class action 
administrator.  

Eligibility  

 Dates  

–Were you taken into care or adopted out be-
tween 1951 and 1991?  

 Time in care  

–Were you adopted? Were you made a perma-
nent ward?  

 Cultural loss  

–Were your foster or adoptive parents non-
Indigenous?  

 Registration  

–Do you have Indian Status?  

–Are you eligible for Indian Status?  

–Are you registered with an Inuit Land Claim?  

–Are you eligible to be registered with an Inuit 
Land Claim?  

 Exclusion of Metis survivors  

 Deceased claimants  

–Claimant has to have been alive on February 
20, 2009  

–Claim can be submitted by the Estate Executor 
for that claimant.  

 Claimants with disabilities  

–Claim can be submitted by the Estate Executor 
for that claimant.  

 Reconsideration and Exceptions  

"The claims process is intended to be expedi-
tious, cost effective, userfriendly and to mini-
mize the burden on the applicant. The Adminis-

trator and the Reconsideration Officer shall, in 
the absence of reasonable grounds to the con-
trary, assume the applicant to be acting honest-
ly and in good faith. The Administrator and the 
Reconsideration Officer are instructed to draw 
all reasonable and favourable inferences that 
can be drawn with respect to the application, 
as well as resolving any doubt as to whether a 
claim has been established in favour of the ap-
plicant."  

"The Parties agree that they are not currently 
able to precisely contemplate or describe ex-
haustively all of the criteria for qualification as 
an Eligible Class Member. The Parties desire to 
establish a procedure to avoid injustice and en-
sure that Individual Payments are paid to Eligi-
ble Class Members in accordance with the un-
derlying principle of this Agreement; specifically, 
compensation for long term placement with 
non-Indigenous families resulting in cultural loss." 

Compensation 

Compensation is specifically for cultural loss  

 The class action is not meant to compensate 
for abuse and it does not prevent class 
members from pursing individual claims out-
side of the class action process.  

 Compensation amount:  

–If fewer than 20,000 eligible claimants = 
$50,000  

–If between 20,000 and 30,000 eligible claim-
ants = $25,000  

–If more than 30,000 eligible claimants = $750 
million/number of claimants  

 

Claim Forms 

Claim forms can be submitted online or by 
mail, email or fax:  

Sixties Scoop Class Action Administrator c/o 
Collectiva Class Action Services, Inc. 200-2170 
BOUL RENÉ-LÉVESQUE O MONTRÉAL QC H3H 
2T8 Fax: 514-287-1617 Email: six-
tiesscoop@collectiva.ca  

THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT CLAIMS IS AUGUST 
30, 2019  

For more information, please contact https://
sixtiesscoopsettlement.info 

THE 60S SCOOP CLASS ACTION: SUPPORTING SURVIVORS WITH 
THEIR CLAIM FORMS  
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Fri. May 10, 2019 

Spay & Neuter Clinic  

Neyâskweyâhk Askîy 
Wiyâsowewin (Land Law) Final 
Draft Reading. Fantasyland Ho-
tel: 6pm-9pm.  

Sat. May 11, 2019 

Spay & Neuter Clinic  

Provincial Highway Cleanup  

Infant First Aid Training - 12-
4PM, Contact: Rebecca or 
Clarisse @ 780-585-2000. Lo-
cation TBA 

Sun. May 12, 2019 

Mother’s Day 

Spay & Neuter Clinic 

Mon. May 13, 2019 

Drop In Volleyball Program 
2019 - JIM RS - 6-8pm. Info: 
780-585-3088 

Neyâskweyâhk Askîy 
Wiyâsowewin (Land Law) Final 
Draft Reading. Jim Rattlesnake 
Building: 6pm-9pm. 

Tues. May 14, 2019 

Youth fitness strength training 
- Recreation - 6-7pm, ages 
12+. Register: Kevin Littlechild 
- 780-585-3088.  

Wed. May 15, 2019 

Pigeon Lake Annual General 
Meeting AND Neyâskweyâhk 
Askîy Wiysâowewin (Land 
Law) Final Draft Reading @ 
Pigeon Lake Recreation Centre. 
10:00 AM 

Recharge Your Life - Nests 
- 5-7pm @ Elder’s Center, 
Day 1 of 2. Register with 
Community Wellness @ 
585-3741. 

Pow Wow Singing Program - 
Jim RS Building, 5:30PM-
6:30PM, register: ECN Recrea-
tion/585-3088 

Thurs. May 16, 2019 

Recharge Your Life - Nests 
- 5-7pm @ Elder’s Center, 
Day 2 of 2  

Fri. May 17, 2019 

Inspol Thunderbirds 50 year 
reunion @ River Cree: Meet 
and Greet  

Sat. May 18, 2019 

Inspol Thunderbirds 50 year 
reunion @ River Cree: 9AM 
Golf tournament at JR Golf 
Course, 5:30PM Banquet  

Mon. May 20, 2019 

Drop In Volleyball Program 
2019 - JIM RS - 6-8pm. Info: 
780-585-3088  

Tues. May 21, 2019 

Youth fitness strength training 
- Recreation - 6-7pm, ages 
12+. Register: Kevin Littlechild 
- 780-585-3088.  

Wed. May 22, 2019 

Pow Wow Singing Program - 
Jim RS Building, 5:30PM-
6:30PM, register: ECN Recrea-
tion/585-3088 

Mon. May 27, 2019 

National Day of Action! 

Drop In Volleyball Program 
2019 - JIM RS - 6-8pm. Info: 
780-585-3088  

Tues. May 28, 2019 

Youth fitness strength training 
- Recreation - 6-7pm, ages 
12+. Register: Kevin Littlechild 
- 780-585-3088.  

Wed. May 29, 2019  

MCC Toonie BBQ and Book 
Giveaway - 11 a.m. - 2:30 
p.m.  

Pow Wow Singing Program - 
Jim RS Building, 5:30PM-
6:30PM, register: ECN Recrea-
tion/585-3088 

Thurs. May 30, 2019 

Hearing Tests, hearing aid 
assessment and fittings: 
9:00AM-12:00PM, please 
contact Elders Centre to 
schedule, 780-585-3435. 

Mon. June 3, 2019 

Elders’ week: Bingo 10-3, 
Elder’s Centre 

Drop In Volleyball Program 
2019 - JIM RS - 6-8pm. Info: 
780-585-3088 

Tues. June 4, 2019 

Elders’ week: Nail/Foot Care & 
Ear Candling @ Elder’s Centre 
10-3 

Youth fitness strength training 
- Recreation - 6-7pm, ages 
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12+. Register: Kevin Little-
child—780-585-3088 

Wed. June 5, 2019 

Elders’ week: Luncheon and 
Massage Therapy, 10-3 @ El-
ders’ Centre  

Thurs. June 6, 2019 

Elders’ week: Arts & Crafts w/ 
David Buffalo, 10-3 @ Elders’ 
Centre  

Fri. June 7, 2019 

Neyaskweyahk Native Classic - 
Indian Relay Race and Chuck-
wagon Racing- Day 
1/3  CPCA Races @ Panee 
Memorial Centre 

Sat. June 8, 2019 

Neyaskweyahk Native Classic - 
Indian Relay Race and Chuck-
wagon Racing - Day 
2/3  CPCA Races @ Panee 
Memorial Centre 

Sun. June 9, 2019 

Neyaskweyahk Native Classic - 
Indian Relay Race and Chuck-
wagon Racing - Day 

3/3  CPCA Races @ Panee 
Memorial Centre. 

Clients MUST book an ap-
pointment ahead of time in 
order to see caseworker. Walk
-ins will NOT be permitted, 
unless otherwise posted.  

Mid Month Cheques: distribut-
ed May 15th @ 10:00AM @ 
NHS Office. 

Walk-in days for April: May 
27th & 28th. Caseworkers will 
not see any clients after 
3:00PM. 

Cut off to re-sign: May 28th, 
2019 @ 3:00PM 

June NHS Issuance will be dis-
tributed on May 30th, 2019 @ 
10AM, NHS Building. 

Position: Pemiciso Café & Bis-
tro Cashier/Server  

Closing Date: May 15, 2019 

Pemiciso Café & Bistro is a 
cafeteria style restaurant locat-
ed inside the Maskwacis mall. 
NGCI is the managing agent 
for this business. We are cur-
rently seeking a motivated in-
dividual who has a passion to 
work in the food industry. 

Applicants must have excellent 
communication skills, be a 
team leader with strong moti-
vational skills. Good delega-
tions skills with a superior fo-
cus on customer service must 
be demonstrated. Education 
and previous industry experi-
ence will also be considered 
an asset. This individual must 
possess good public relations 
skills required for demonstrat-
ing professionalism in dealing 
with the business public.  

NGCI offers a competitive sal-
ary, a comprehensive benefits 
package, with excellent oppor-
tunities for advancement. 

Send cover letter, resume, 
copies of education certificates 
and criminal record check: Fax 
to (780) 585-0721, or email 
to maureen@ngci.ca. 

NHS Announcements 

Job Opportunities 
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