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E 
rmineskin will start building their new Multi -Plex Hall,  a newly 
designed community hall for  the nation.   On Thursday September 
6th leadership invited ATCO representatives to  mark the start of 

the new building project with a sod turning ceremony.   With the funding 
support of ATCO the new hall can officially begin construction.   The Multi -
plex Hall has been needed in our community for some time; over the 
years the Jim Rattlesnake  building has  held many of the co mmunity’s 
events.   The youth recreation bu ilding has had to accommodate numerous 
events,  often leaving programs for the youth shut down. The construction 
of the new hall is a welcome development.  Councillor Colin Wildcat lead 
the event which began with protocol;  a pipe ceremony with Ki’sikaw  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ks-sayin in a teepee on t he grounds north of  the Ermineskin 
Administration building,  the future site of the Multi -plex.   Chief Craig 
Makinaw addressed the crowd who came out to witness the ceremony:  
“This is the first,  I  hope,  of many in the next few years of different  
buildings that we’re talking ab out right now with the council that we’ll 
bring back to the members.”  
“We hope to look after all the concerns that are out there and address  
any outstanding is sues fi rst b efore we start the construction.  We are  
looking forward to our new building in the spring of 2019,“  
stated Collin Wildc at.  

Ermineskin Newsletter September 14, 2018 

Neyâskweyâhk Acimowin Onôcihitowipîsim Newosâp Akimaw Anohc 
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Photos and article by: Tara Cutarm 
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Peace Cairn in Wetaskiwin is 
Moving 

I 
n a recent press release from Wetaskiwin, 
Dave Burgess, City Manager informed 
residents that Wetaskiwin has sold their 

Visitor Information Centre, which is located 
by Boston Pizza. The sale of the centre also 
includes “the land on which the Peace Cairn 
sits.” The Wetaskiwin city administration will 
“investigate declaring the future Peace Cairn 
location a Municipal Historic Resource,” which 
will protect the cairn and prevent damage 
and changes in the future. 
The city has “until May 31, 2019 to move 
the Peace Cairn, and will collaborate with the 
four Cree Nations of Maskwacîs on the fu-
ture location of the cairn, as well as any tra-
ditional ceremonies required throughout this 
process.”  
The Peace Cairn was erected in 1927 “as part 
of the celebrations for Canada’s Diamond Jubi-
lee” and it marked “60 years of peace between 
the Nehiyawak (Cree) and Niitsitapi (Blackfoot) 
Nations. Local school children each carried a 

rock and walked in procession to… Peace Hills.” 
The peace cairn has previously been moved 
twice; once in 1980, and again in 2006 to 
where it is currently situated. 
~article by Sara Lee, photo by Carl Walin , via We-
taskiwin Archives (1930)~ 

 

Pictured above (left to right): Sam Minde, Dan Minde, Chief Standing on 
the Road, Chief Panee Ermineskin, John Crier (Counsellor Samson Band), 
Rocket Simon, and Mike Buffalo. 
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Important Dates  

ECN Administration Building 
September 21 - Off Friday, Offices 
Closed 

September 25 - Bobtail Day, Offic-
es Closed 

October 5 - Off Friday, Offices 
Closed 

October 8 - Thanksgiving Monday, 
Offices Closed 

PRESS RELEASE  
11 SEPTEMBER 2018  

I n August 2018, Ermineskin Cree Nation, Onion Lake Cree Nation, 
O’Chiese First Nation and Tsuu T’ina Nation filed an urgent action 

against the state of Canada’s “Reconciliation Agenda” to the Committee 
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD). The Nations told 
members of CERD that Canada continues to expedite plans to create 
legislation designed to deny our rights to lands and resources all without 
our consent.  
In February 2018, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced the develop-
ment of a new and transformative Indigenous Rights, Recognition and 
Implementation Framework which is designed to incorporate our Nations 
into the fabric of Canada. In this process our rights as Indigenous Peo-
ples will be destroyed by the use of the legal system of the colonial 
state of Canada. “The announcement by Prime Minister Trudeau came 
as a shock to the Nations”, said Ermineskin Chief Craig Makinaw.  
There has been no process of free, prior and informed consent (FPIC), 
contrary to the recommendations of CERD in September 2017 that our 
rights to FPIC must be respected by the state.  
Tsuu T’ina Council member Regena Crowchild added that “there were 
no previous discussions or any process with the Treaty Nations prior to 
the announcement”. Despite numerous requests, the details and structur-
al changes proposed are scarce. The immediate damage to our Nations 
by ongoing process developed without our free, prior and informed con-
sent will affect our relationship to the environmental, economic, social, 
emotional, psychological, cultural and spiritual impact on the well-being 
of our Peoples.  
Canada is selecting to engage organizations without any clear and trans-
parent process to involve the rights holders – our Nations and our Peo-
ples. These organizations are not rights holders. They have no ability to 
consent on our behalf. As Treaty Peoples who made international treaties 
with the British Crown to allow for peaceful settlement in our territories, 
the present process brings no honour or respect to the rule of law.  
In light of the deteriorating situation in Canada, the Treaty Peoples have 
tried many ways to open a dialogue with the State. We have written 
letters and provided materials to the state without any concrete re-
sponse. The Minister in charge of this project announced February 2018, 
the intention to proceed with the legislation in the fall of 2018.  
As part of our urgent action CERD submission we appealed to the mem-
bers of the Committee to consider sending a member or members of 
the Committee to Canada to observe and monitor the Federal Govern-
ment implementation of international standards with the Ermineskin Cree 
Nation, Onion Lake Cree Nation, O’Chiese First Nation and Tsuu T’ina 
Nation; and that Canada immediately halt their legislative agenda until 
such time as they engage in a process that recognizes the right of free, 
prior and informed consent of the Treaty Peoples of the Ermineskin Cree 
Nation, Onion Lake Cree Nation, O’Chiese First Nation and Tsuu T’ina 
Nation.  

For more information please contact:  
Tara Cutarm  

Ermineskin Communications  
E: tara@ermineskin.ca  
P: 780-360-5756  

Next Issue: September 28, 2018 
Submission Deadline: September 24, 

2018 
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Cree Corner by Janine Wildcat 

Indigenize X Youth Elder Conference 

M 
askwacis Health Services hosted a three 
day Youth and Elder conference in Mon-
tana at the Montana First Nation Adminis-

trative building’s gym. The first 2 days had 
breakout sessions featuring: 

 Derek Jagodzinsky, the 
owner of ‘LUXX ready-
towear’ fashions,  

 James Jones, the world 
famous hoop-dancer,  

 Zach Runningcoyote, a 
young actor who re-
cently rose to promi-
nence when he was 
asked to leave a 
McDonald’s in Red Deer 
after standing up for 
himself during a racist encounter,  

 Chevi Rabbit, a humanitarian known for their 
work in LGBTQ causes, 

 Katherine Swampy, a Samson councillor who re-
cently ran as an NDP candidate in Alberta, and 

 Jesse Lipscombe, an Edmonton actor who started 

the anti-discrimination #MakeItAwkward move-
ment. 

The final day was dedicated to an Elder’s Wisdom 
panel, which featured Elder’s from all 4 Nations of 
Maskwacis. Elder’s fielded questions from the at-
tendees and gave their answers in Cree and English 

with the aid of interpret-
ers. A common thread in 
the talk was learning Cree 
and embracing our place 
in Wakohtowin (relations/
family).  

Bruce Hinkley, the Wetaski-
win-Maskacîs NDP MLA 
was also in attendance 
and gave a speech about 
using failure as a learning 
opportunity, a life lesson 
he learned after finally 

being elected on his fourth run for office.  

Stephanie Harpe, the singer/actress/casting agent, 
lent her talents to the lunchtime entertainment with 
her powerful voice, singing a few originals and co-
vers. 

  ~photograph and article by Sara Lee~ 
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Ermineskin Early Years Program 

E 
rmineskin now has an Early Years Program 
available to pregnant women and parents of 
children from 0-6 months 

old. It provides home visits and peer 
group sessions that are supported 
by Home Visitors and Community 
Elders. The program focuses on con-
necting new moms, their babies and 
families to available services and 
additional programs. The program 
has no cost and “supports parents 
as their children’s first teachers to 
promote early language skills, bond-
ing, and learning and playing to-
gether.” (from Early Years Program 
flyer). The supervisor of the Ermineskin Early Years 
program is Registered Nurse Heather Downie. She 
encourages any Ermineskin band member or baby 
born to come in to meet the team. 

For more information about the Early Years Program 
available at Maskwacis Health Services, contact : 
Heather Downie at (780) 585-2020 or go see her 
at Maskwacis Health Services. 

Upcoming dates: 

Wednesday September 19, 2018— 
Talking Circle, topic: ‘How to set 
up a home library’ at Ermineskin 

Elder’s Center from 11:00AM to 

1:30PM. Lunch is provided. Come 
visit and meet mom’s-to-be and 
the staff. 

Wednesday September 26, 2018—
Small sewing project or a craft at 
Brighter Futures from 10:00AM to 

3:00PM (closed for lunch). Snacks 
provided. 

~article by Sara Lee, photo and additional info from MHS 
FB page~  

Pictured above (left to right): Melissa Puff, Annette Morin, 
Alyshia Bull, & RN Heather Downie. 

Treaty Day is Approaching 

S eptember 25th is Bobtail Day 
in Maskwacîs and there will 

be celebrations at Bear Park with 
story telling, games, and a free 
BBQ with refreshments. Local el-
der Kisikaw Kisayin will be the 
guest speaker.  
It will  also be treaty days (see 
poster on p. 11). Treaty Six was 
signed in 1876 at Fort Pitt and 
Carlton. Look for more Treaty 
information and information on 
Truth and Reconciliation in up-
coming editions of your Ne-
yaskweyahk Acimowin. 
Notes about Treaties: 

 There are eleven (11) signed 
treaties, also known as the 
Numbered Treaties, in Cana-
da. They were signed be-
tween 1871 and 1921. 

 The spirit and intent of the 
treaties differs from the writ-
ten text document, as our 
ancestors passed down the knowledge as oral history and the docu-
ment was written in English, with certain words in our language hav-
ing no exact translation, leading to miscommunications (paraphrased 
from Divisions in Treaty 6 Perspectives: The Dilemma of Written Text 
and Oral Tradition, an essay by Miriam Lily Wing). 

 For more information on the treaties, ask an Elder using proper proto-
col, or pick up “Spirit of the Alberta Indian Treaties,” edited by Rich-
ard T. Price. 

         ~article by Sara Lee, poster from ermineskin.ca~ 

Are you feeling lost? Alone? Confused? 

Frustrated? It's perfectly normal to feel 

like that, it's even more normal to reach 

out for help and support when you need 

it. Our staff here at Maskwacis Mobile 

Mental health would love to help you 

with whatever your situation may be, 

you'll never be a burden to them, and 

they'll never judge you. 780-362-2150  
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Chiefs want the middle men 
cut out of funding         

relationships with Canada 
Federal departments are using the monies allocated by 
Treasury Board as a “weapon against Indians and violat-
ing the Treaties.” 

By Shari Narine 

Windspeaker.com Contributor 

I 
t’s time for First Nations to return to the historical 
relationship set out with the Crown in the Royal Proc-
lamation of 1763, and that means bypassing federal 

departments and talking directly to the Governor General. 

At the Assembly of First Nations’ annual general assembly 
at the end of July, chiefs passed a strongly-worded reso-
lution to “support the initiative to pursue Treaty-based 
arrangements, including yearly reporting to the Governor 
General on the state of the treaty relationship, as a 
mechanism to implement the relationships in the spirit 
and intent of the Treaties.” 

Ermineskin First Nation Chief Craig Mackinaw seconded 
the resolution. The resolution contends that despite Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s promise in 2015 to create a 
better fiscal relationship “the bureaucrats have not want-
ed to let go of the funds and continue to unilaterally 
control the process…” It’s further alleged that the depart-
ments are using the monies allocated by Treasury Board 
as a “weapon against Indians and violating the Treaties.” 

Mackinaw wants to see the “middle-man”—the bureau-
crats—done away with. 

In August 2017, Trudeau split Indigenous and Northern 
Affairs into two departments: Indigenous Services Canada 
and Crown-Indigenous Relations. Carolyn Bennett, who 
had served as INAC minister, became the minister of 
Crown-Indigenous Relations, while former Health minister 
Jane Philpott took on Indigenous Services. 

That change only means more bureaucracy, said Macki-
naw. 

In addition to the overt bureaucratic control is a com-
plaint about the 10-year grant funding for First Nations 
coming from Indigenous Services Canada. The 10-year 
grant is an approach jointly developed by the depart-
ment and officials of the AFN. The grant allows First Na-

tions with good governance and financial practises to 
better manage their transfer payments from the federal 
government over a longer period of time. 

“The way some of us look at it, it’s heading us towards 
being a municipality and after 10 years you don’t know 
if your 10-year grant will still be going on. There’s a lot 
of uncertainty,” said Mackinaw. 

As well, states the resolution, the 10-year grant “does not 
fulfill treaty obligations or respect the treaty relationship.” 

The resolution calls for a fiscal relationship to be estab-
lished directly with the Treasury Board and the Depart-
ment of Finance, noting that Treasury Board allocations 
“should fulfill the legal obligations of the treaties, but do 
not.” 

“The Treasury Board is kind of the key player in all of 
this,” said Mackinaw. “If we work with the Governor Gen-
eral and the Treasury Board we could have that one-on-
one relationship like when treaty first was signed.” 

“Hopefully by doing this we will get more understanding 
and more funding in the end. But it’s going to be a long 
process either way,” he said. 

No discussions have occurred on the topic with either 
federal Indigenous department, the Treasury Board or the 
Governor General. Mackinaw is hoping those talks can 
get underway in the next couple of months. 

 ~Article submitted by Shari Narine to windspeaker.com 
(reprinted with permission)~ 

Congratulations to the A.I.G. Ball Hockey Gold Medal 
Champions! ~photo submitted by Greg Minde~ 
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Above Photos: “Fathers and Sons PowWow” 
Posted on FB by Buddy WindyBoy. 

Notice to NHS Clients 

N 
HS has moved to a new computer data 
system and will need ALL NHS clients to 
come in to see their Caseworkers in Sep-

tember 2018 to: Update their NHS client files 
and sign their B&D’s to receive issuance for Oc-
tober. The system does not allow anything to 
be made for the next month without the re-
quired signatures.  

 

*Please note: NHS clients are to come and see 
their Caseworkers on a monthly basis to sign 
B&D’s for issuance for the next month.    

**Please bring in your: 

 Identification (ID) for: self, spouse and de-
pendents, if applicable 

 Notice of Assessments (taxes for the 2017 
year) 

 Utility bills monthly; to prevent disconnection 
notices and to have bills paid in a timely 
manner,  any other questions about Utilities, 
please contact your Caseworker.  

 Bank statements 

 And any other information required for your 
files. 

***For appointments: NHS requires both the Ap-
plicant and spouse to come to the appointment 
together to update the client file and to sign 
B&D’s for August issuance, as soon as possible.  

Please call NHS office and book an appointment 
at the next available opening at: (780) 585-
3835.   

September Mid-month is on: Thursday, Septem-
ber 12, 2018 

October issuance is on: Monday, October 1, 
2018 

PESP Program: 

There is a Health Care Aide Program being 
offered through Red Deer College and arranged 
by NHS and ASETS.  

If there are any NHS clients that are interested, 
please contact your Caseworker at NHS, as 
soon as possible.  
The requirements are: 

- a minimum Grade 10 English 

- Willing to submit a Criminal Record and Vul-
nerability Check 

- Bring Up to date Immunization records.  
      ~article submitted by NHS Department~ 
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Above: A snapshot at the 50 ft. tall “Dignity” statue in 
Chamberlain, North Dakota, USA ~photo by Sings in the 
Timber~ 

Above: Dorothy Thunderchild. A.K.A. Pocahon-
tas, live on AYIK Radio. ~Photo from AYIK Radio FB 

Moose Nose Tacos 

R ich Francis is a First Nations chef from Six 
Nations reserve who was a finalist on  Top 

Chef Canada. He has released a cookbook 
called “Closing the Gap: Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Through Indigenous Foods” and posts his 
creations on his social media accounts. Pictured 
above is the before, during, and after photos of 
his Moose nose tacos. 

“Moose nose tacos with avocado and fried 
egg!! [People] ask me all the time [what] 
moose nose tastes like. Some things speak for 
themselves. It’s more of a texture thing. chefs 
tip: I cook my moose nose in an instapot.” -
Rich Francis, FB  
According to a recent CBC web article, Mr. 
Francis is planning on opening a restaurant in 
Hamilton, Ontario in the spring of 2019. 
~article by Sara Lee, photos by Rich Francis~ 
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Job Opportunities 

Temporary Receptionist with the Ermineskin 
Property Management department 

Closing Date: September 17, 2018  

Please Submit Application/Resume and Criminal 
Record Check to ECN Personnel Office 

 

Youth Mentored Program  

You are: an Ermineskin Band Member, between the ages 
of 15-30, a youth who is not in school or is unemployed 
or underemployed, have not participated in this program 
before. 

Application Requires: SIN #, Criminal Record Check, relia-
ble transportation, completed application. 

Application Deadline: September 28th, 2018 

Bring  your application to ECN Personnel Department 

 

Four (4) Education Assistants—Nipisihkopahk 
Secondary School—1 year contract 

Interested applicants must meet the following    
criteria:  

 Resume (up to date) with phone number and 3 
references, Grade 12 or education related to 
childcare is required, minimum of one (1) year 
experience working with children is required, a 
bility to speak Cree will be considered an asset.  

All successful applicants will be required to submit a 
clear Criminal Record Check along with a clear Child In-
tervention Check prior to a contract being offered a posi-
tion.  

Please submit complete Application Packages to: 
Maskwacis Education Schools Commission    People Ser-

vices Branch, hr@maskwacised.ca  

 

NOTICE - RE: BRIGHTER FUTURES 

The Brighter Futures phone line (585-
2000) is out of service until September 
20, 2018. Please use their other line 

(585-2900) until then. 
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