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Trading Post Grand Opening 

A ugust 10, 2018—NGCI hosted the Grand 

Opening of the Trading Post, previously 

known as the Bear Paw Trading Post. Sam 

Minde was available for comment prior to the 

opening ceremonies and shared that “we (NGCI) 

want to encourage our tribal members to 

support the businesses that we own and we will 

continue to do our best... in creating 

opportunities for jobs, for business 

development” and “to revitalize our business 

core and our capacity within the nation’s 

membership. I encourage anyone; parents, 

students, people who are thinking of a career, 

to look at the business field.”  

“The last five years of NGCI’s accomplishments, 

I think it’s been a success. We’ve got 7 

companies under our management now... Those 

are our revenue drivers… we’ve been able to 

accomplish a lot, [and] we look forward to 10-

20 [more years].  

“It’s important that we encourage growth 

within, and supporting within” our community. 

Dancers, drummers and the five NGCI board 

members were in attendance at the ribbon 

cutting ceremony, which was followed by 

dancing. All the board members were invited to 

speak, as well as past Chief Viktor Buffalo, and 

Saulteaux/Siksika journalist and photographer 

Bert Crowfoot.  

~photo and article by Sara Lee~ 
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Neyâskweyâhk Staff Golf 

T he annual Neyâskweyâhk Staff Golf was held 
on Friday, August 10th, 2018 at the Black 

Bull Golf Resort in Ma-Me-O this year. Despite 
the heatwave, at least 100 staff members, or-
ganizers and volunteers made it out that day to 
enjoy a day of golfing. A total of 19 teams 
competed for various prizes and bragging rights 
to be deemed this year’s top teams and golf-
ers. The day began with registration, breakfast 
and the picking of teams. Organizers and Vol-
unteers made sure that the golfers were well 
hydrated throughout the day due to the ex-
tremely hot 
temperatures. 
While the 
golfers com-
pleted their 
rounds of 18 
holes, the 
planning com-
mittee and 
volunteers 
prepared for 
the dinner 
and eagerly 
waited for the 
teams to fin-
ish. Once the 
golfers re-
turned, ECN 
Administrator 
Geraldine Hill 
kicked off the 
prize presen-
tation with 
welcoming 
remarks to 
the staff. Prizes were awarded for Top 4 teams, 
longest drives, KP’s, draw and door prizes. In 
order to win the ladies golf set with golf bag, 
Delwiliah Brown, Tina Littlechild, Melanie Omea-
soo and Fran Saulteaux competed in a dance 
elimination game for the prize, with Tina Little-
child coming out on top. Willie Albert Jr. was 
also the lucky winner of a 40 inch TV. The 
team prizes were awarded to Peter Wolfe’s 
team for first place, Harper Potts and Ron Er-
mineskin’s teams tied for second place and Kev-
in Littlechild and Gordon Minde’s teams also 
tied for third place. On behalf of the attendees, 
we would like to thank the Neyaskweyahk Staff 

Golf Committee (AL Wolfe, Gord Minde, Tyrone 
Ermineskin, Kevin Littlechild, John Rattlesnake, 
Alison Albert, Margaret Johnson, Robert Small-
boy, and Stephen Wolfe) and Volunteers for 
doing such an awesome job.  The 2018 Ne-
yaskweyahk Staff Golf Committee would like to 
thank the following companies and departments 
for their generous donations to our event: Bak-
ers Funeral Chapel, Wetaskiwin Boston Pizza, 
Brentridge Ford, Central Refrigeration and Heat-
ing, Wetaskiwin Cash Canada Pawn, Wetaskiwin 
Canadian Tire, Cherry Grove Florist, City of We-
taskiwin (Community Development), Coach’s 
Source for Sports, Discount Dave’s, How Sweet 

it is by James, 
Wetaskiwin Kal
-Tire, Mitchell’s 
Café, Signs 
and Graphics, 
Stitch’N Magi-
cian, Universal 
Travel, Vision 
Care Plus, Vi-
sion Masters, 
Wild West 
Gallery, Wok 
& Roll Family 
Restaurant, 
Brighter Fu-
tures, 
Maskwacis 
Burger Baron, 
Peace Hills 
Trust, Ermine-
skin Personnel 
Department, 
and Ermineskin 
Administration. 
“In closing, we 

know everyone had a fun time even though 
the heat was a little crazy. However, we look 
forward to another successful event next year. 
Ay-Hiy.” – Ermineskin Events Department. Top 
Teams: 1st Place: Peter Wolfe, Cheyanne Roast-
ing, John Stoney and Dean Wolfe. 2nd Place: 
Harper Potts, Marcella Child-Paul, Josh Currie, 
and Lee Littlechild. 2nd  Place: Ron Ermineskin, 
Eric Ermineskin and Waylon Littlechild 3rd Place: 
Kevin Littlechild, Rachel Lee, Danny Belrose, and 
Joseph Small 3rd Place: Gordon Minde, Tina Lit-
tlechild, Nathaniel Mykat, Ryan Stoney. 

~Article & Photos (above, opposite page) By Janine Wildcat ~ 
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Next issue: August 31, 2018 

Submission Deadline: August 27, 2018 

Please follow Ermineskin and the 

IT & Communications department 

on our social media 

channels to get more 

information, pictures, 

videos, and fun little mo-

ments from our depart-

ment! 

Pictured above: Participants who braved the 30+ degree 

heat to play golf at ECN’s staff golf; August 10th, 2018. 
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Cree Corner 

Buffalo Ranch Rodeo 

A ugust 9, 2018—Buffalo Ranch on Six Mile 
Rd. in Samson, Maskwacis, Alberta, hosted a 

3 day Rodeo that was open to the world. For 
3 days in scorching heat, rodeo contenders par-
ticipated in several events including the final 
day’s events of bareback, steer wrestling, ladies 
breakaway, saddle bronc, ladies barrel racing, 
tie down 
roping, 
open team 
roping, jr. 
bull riding, 
and bull 
riding.  
Stock was 
provided 
by Trach 
Rodeo.  

~Photos and 
article by 
Sara Lee~ 

Traditional 
Prayer and 
Unity Day 

A ugust 9, 
2018—

Following the 
grand entry of 
the Samson Tra-
ditional Pow 
Wow, a group 
of Maskwacis 
women requested Elder’s aid, following protocol, for 
a prayer for all people suffering from inter-
generational effects, racism, discrimination, murdered 
and missing indigenous women, for mother earth, 
and for all those with wounded spirits. A group of 
organizers danced and presented the Elder’s with 
blankets. Samson Pow Wow goers were asked to 
join in and dance; dozens rose from their seats to 
participate in the event, which is the second of four 
ceremonies. The event was organized by Sandra 
Peigan and had been rescheduled from it’s original 
planned date of August 4th, 2018 at 4PM. 

~Photos and article by Sara Lee~ 
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Walking In Spirit 

A ugust 8, 2018—Members of all 4 
Nations were invited to participate 

in a walk and ride event to raise 
awareness about suicide and loss. The 
Walking in Spirit event was first orga-
nized by Mason Buffalo five years ago 
after he felt he’d been called back 
home to Maskwacis when he had 
been living in Toronto to spread heal-
ing in his home community. An elder 
told Mason, “When you walked in 
here a spirit walked in right behind 
you; a young man, about the height 
of [your] shoulders. 
“Instead of turning it into something 
bad, I turned it into something posi-
tive. This spirit is pulling me back here, 
to Maskwacis.”  Mason also has a new 
project in the works:  “We’re doing a 
village out at my dad’s house where 
we’re planning on having fifteen cab-
ins and bringing people there to have 
a safe haven. 
“They’ll be [building] it in the fall.” 
People “aren’t walking through this by 
themselves. There’s other people going 
through the same struggles as them.” 
The walk began at 5 mile for the 
walkers and at Mostosamy Village for 
the riders and concluded in Bear Park. 
~article and photos by Sara Lee~ 

J uly 26, 2018—Ermineskin Community Wellness Coordinator Gordon Minde 

arranged a 3 day “Staff Rebuild” session for ECN employees at the Ermine-

skin Arena (July 24-26, 2018). Staff participated in creating artwork in a healing 

exercise led by David Buffalo, which involved canvases, paint, and balloons. 

The staff members spoke of the exercise and David’s input with interest and 

were impressed with the insight that David gave to them regarding the meaning 

of their creations.  ~article and photo by Sara Lee~ 

August 12, 2018—
Congratulations Seth 
Saulteaux, Siksika Junior Bulls 
Champion at this weekend's 
Siksika Rodeo! 
Photo by Raylene Saulteaux 
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Samson Traditional Pow Wow 
Grand Entry 

A ugust 9, 2018—Samson hosted a one 
day Traditional Pow Wow during their 4 

day celebration at Bear Park and various lo-
cations in Maskwacis and surrounding areas. 
Before the grand entry began, Arena Direc-
tors danced around the Bear Park Arbour 
with Arena Directors-in-training, introducing 
the young men into the honoured role 
(pictured left). 
Maskwacis’s own Chevi Rabbit (pictured top-
right), the award winning human rights ad-
vocate, who appeared on the Edmonton top 
40 under 40, danced along with hundreds 
of other pow-wow attendees. ~photos and 
article by Sara Lee~ 

Lynks Internet Café 

L ynks Internet Cafe has arrived! Lynks is an oasis in the midst of Maskwacis! Stepping 
in to the spa-like environment that is Lynks 
immediately brings you a sense of peace and 
warmth. When you're feeling overcrowded 
and stressed or just want to treat yourself, 
come in for a mental health break, dab on 
an essential oil, bask in the glow of a Hima-
layan salt lamp and sip on your specially 
crafted beverage. Rent a laptop, snuggle into 
a comfy chair or sit amid antiques, crafts 
and furnishings from around the world. Or-
der chili, garlic toast, a sandwich, taco-in-a-
bag or grab a snack from the snack counter. 
Study, correspond and visit with friends be-
tween 8-6 Monday to Friday at Lynks, see 
you soon! Book our Meeting Room for $15/
hour. Call 780-243-2597 for inquiries or to 
place an order.” ~ write up by Patricia Favel, 

photos by Janine Wildcat~  

Lynks Internet Café is located in Samson between the bottle depot and Hawk Radio. 
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Traditional Buffalo Hunt 
and Butchering 

A ugust 9, 2018— In association with 
Buffalo Ranch Rodeo, the Native 

American Food Sovereignty Alliance Initi-
ative, and organized by Paula Johnson, 
Josh Littlechild led a workshop that cov-
ered all aspects of slaughter and tradi-
tional harvesting of a buffalo. The hunt 
began at 5:30 AM. This was in effort 
to beat the heat of the day. The herd 
of buffalo were in Bittern Lake area, 
just west of Camrose, and it took the 
hunters hours to find and harvest the 
buffalo. The slaughter was expertly exe-
cuted by Josh Littlechild, with help from 
Brian Lee and the participants, including 
Zak Wuttunee and Josh’s own son Con-
nor. The buffalo was skinned quickly 
with the many men on hand with 
sharp knives and deft fingers.  

The buffalo meat was then loaded up 
for quick removal from the heat and was bound for Buffalo Ranch for preparation for a feast of 
traditional foods. The event was free for the community to attend and took place at the Samson 
Pow Wow at Bear Park, Maskwacis. The workshop, butchering, and feast were part of 
“reconnecting with the importance and respect for use of a buffalo.” ~photos and article by Sara Lee~ 

Samson Pow Wow Parade 

A ugust 9, 2018—The Samson Pow Wow 
Parade began at the Samson Bingo Hall 

and proceeded to Bear Hills Park, with sever-
al floats passing out candy and treats for 
young parade viewers. The floats were 
judged in five different categories while still 
in Samson and the winners were announced 
when they arrived at Bear Park.  

Results: 

Commercial: 1st Place-Heritage Museum, 2nd 
Place– Samson Management, 3rd Place– 
KCWS 

Non-Commercial: 1st Place-Heritage Musem, 
2nd Place-Cletis Louis & Family, 3rd Place-
Ermineskin Tech Services. 

Horse and Rider, Wagon: 1st Place-Pat B. 
2nd Place-Mason Buffalo, 3rd place-Elijah 
Johnson-Cook 

Adult/individual: 1st Place-Cason Shirt, 2nd 
Place-Kayden Rowan-Shirt, 3rd Place-Kassdon Lightning. Automobiles: 1st Place-Larron Northwest, 
2nd Place-Bruce Hinkley, 3rd Place: Jordana.    ~photos and article by Sara 
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Pictured above: Students attending the 3 day Summer Youth Sports Camp (July  31st—August 
2nd, 2018) organized by Ermineskin Community Wellness. For more information on Programs 
run by Community Wellness, contact Gordon Minde at the Ermineskin Administrative office: 780-
585-3741 ~photo by Janine Wildcat~ 

Pictured Above—New bleachers have been in-
stalled at the Panee Memorial Agriplex! ~Photos 
submitted by Janine Wildcat~  
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Job Opportunities 
One Level Two (2) Early Child Development worker 
with the Ermineskin Daycare department 

Closing Date: August 21, 2018  

QUALIFICATIONS:  

 Early Childhood Development Certificate level 2  

 First Aid – up to date  

 Criminal Record Check – up to date  

 Child Welfare Check – up to date  

 Minimum grade ten (10) or equivalent  

 Experience in working with children  

 Ability to speak and understand Cree is an asset.  

 Valid driver’s license and reliable means of transporta-
tion.  

Please Submit Application/Resume, Criminal Record Check 

and Child Welfare Check.  

Nurse Practitioner—Maskwacis Health Services 

Qualifications: A Masters’ Degree in Nursing with 
Nurse Practitioner designation in Family—all ages or 
NP—Adult, Registered & in good standing with CAR-
NA—no license restrictions, minimum 3-5 years Clini-
cal Nursing and NP experience an asset, Experience 
in acute care, palliative or long-term care is an as-
set, DCA Certification an asset, current CPR, 
knowledge of the Cree Language & customs is an 
asset, knowledge of the 4 Nations community is an 
asset, must have valid class 5 driver’s license.  Sup-
porting Documents required: Diplomas & certificates, 
copy of valid CARNA registration, criminal record 
check with vulnerable sector, current first aid & CPR 

certification, copy of valid driver’s license, driver’s 
abstract 

Deadline: August 31, 2018 @ 4:00 PM 

Early Years Home Visitors (2) - Maskwacis Health 
Services (Temp./Full-time) 

Supporting documents required: Diplomas &/or cer-
tificates, criminal record check with vulnerable sec-
tor, current first aid & CPR certification an asset, 
copy of valid driver’s license, current (3 year) driv-
er’s abstract. 

Deadline: August 31, 2018 @ 4:00 PM 

 

Interim Executive Director—Maskwacis Cree Tribal 
Council (3 month contract, short term) 
Application Deadline: August 21st, 2018 @ 4PM 
Requirements: BA or diploma in business administra-
tion or related field, Min. 3 years of experience at a 
professional level in business admin., finance, or ad-
ministrative services, Successful applicant must be a 
member of Ermineskin/Montana/Louis Bull/Samson 
(proof of membership may be required) 
Submit: resume, cover letter, current Criminal Record 
Check. Address cover letter to “Maskwacis Cree 
Tribal Council Board of Directors,” and send to: 
 Claudine Buffalo c/o MCTC Board of Directors  
 Samson Cree Nation  
 PO Box 159  
 Maskwacis  AB T0C 1N0 

Or, email Claudine Buffalo at   
claudine@samsoncree.com 
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Upcoming Events—Recreation and Community Wellness 

Sixties Scoop Settlement Information 
 
The approved lawyers are paid by the government separate from the settle-
ment.  Koskie Minsky LLP is one of the four firms.  They commenced a class ac-
tion with Wright Oliver & Cooper (Sherwood Park) on behalf of individuals affected 
by the 60’s scoop in Alberta.  According to the website both the Federal court and 
Ontario have both approved a settlement as of today: August 9, 2018.  They have 
authorized a notice to Sixties Scoop survivors.  
 
Key things to know: 
 Deadline to submit claim form to Claims Administrator is August 30, 2019 
 Deadline to opt out of settlement and not release Canada from a claim is Octo-

ber 31, 2018. 
 Settlement includes people who are registered Indians and people eligible to be 

registered that were removed from their homes in Canada between January 1, 
1951 and December 31, 1991 and placed in the care of non-indigenous foster 
or adoptive parents. 

 “[Applicants] do not need to pay a lawyer to complete the form.  The adminis-
trator will help you fill out the form and there are lawyers [applicants] can 
speak to free of charge”.   

 Papers are not needed from relevant child service agencies to apply. 
 Claim forms are available at sixtiesscoopsettlement.info or 1-(844)- 287 – 4270. 
 KMLLP listed contact information for Alberta applicants: 1-800-451-3225 or al-

berta60sscoopclassaction@kmlaw.ca 
 
For more information you can follow this link: 
https://kmlaw.ca/cases/alberta-sixties-scoop-class-action/ 
 
Danika Lightning - External Affairs Director 
 
 Please see the ECN Communication Facebook page for the full authorized notice. 
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Elders Notice  
Hearing Aid Clinic  
August 17: 9am - 2pm 
 
Medical appointments & 
other local personal er-
rands  transportation for 
elders  if there is vehicle 
available to transport.   
Medical appointments take 
priority. 
 
Special needs assistance 
for with the cost of appli-
ances and specific health 
and personal support. 
 

Direct Line for Elders 
office is 585-3435 for the following 
staff: 
Margaret Cutarm, Marlon Littlechild, 
Harley Littlechild, Louise Wildcat, Doris 
Wolfe 
 
Direct Line for Assisted Living Dept is 
780-585-3478—staff: Darlene Coyote, 
Sheldon Smallboy, Tessa Minde, Justine 
Jacques, Janine Wolfe 
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